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PREFACE. 


wW HAT the deſign of this plain 
Diſcourſe is, I need not tell any 
; one that reads and underſtands 
the Title of it ; for by that he may ſee, that 
© my buſineſs therein, is to make it plain to 
> every one that can widerſtand Reaſon , 
, That it is a very fooliſh thing for one 
| to perſuade himſelf, that there is no 
' GoD. Whether Thave done this or no, is 
a queſtion which T am not concerned to an- 
fwer any otherwiſe, than by deſiring him that 
\ asks' it,” ferionfly to read and conſider the 
$ whole Diſcourſe ; and when he hath done ſo, 
A 3  laymg 
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laying aſide all Prejudice and Partiality, to 
anſwer it to bimſelf If be will-not be at 
this pains, T cannot help it ;. but as I hear- 
tily Bleſs Almighty Go v, who hath enabled 
me to do it- to my own- full ſatisfaFtion, ſo 
1 moſt humbly beſeech his Divine Majeſty, 
that all who are not ſatisfied with what. is 
bere done; may not fail to find all that ſa- 
tisfaFion —ns, which they do not meet 
with here. 


Tf any one foul Py this Diſcourſe, as 
a thing wholly needleſs ; although he grant 
it to be convincing, and to prove: the thing 
which T have undertaken to prove: TI ſay in 
the Firſt place, That I could heartily wiſh, 
that it were indeed as needleſs; as be thinks 
it tobe. Nothing ſhould make me.more glad, 
than to be well aſſured,that Thave loſt my Las 
bour, upon no other account but this , That 
no man is in danger of lofing | bis Gov 
through Unbelief. But in the. Next place, 
I "Oe ſay alſo, Thet 1 fear be is miſtaken. 
For 
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For if this Diſcourſe be Needleſs, ſuppos 
ſing withal that it be Convincing, it muſt 
be for one 'of theſe Two Reaſons : Either 
Firſt, becauſe all men do already Believe 
that there is a G 0 D ; and therefore all 
Diſcourſes on this Subjeft are needleſs. Or, 
Secondly Becauſe there is enough als 
ready written by others to perſuade men 
into this Belief, 'and therefore this D bY 
courſe is wes 


Hh that Pl the former of theſe Tivo 
Reaſons, thinks not only this,but all Diſcour-. 
ſes tending to perſuade men to believe there is 
aGov, to be needleſs ; ſeems to me too 
little to con frder how moſt men Live m the 
World: ' It is a very ſad and uncomforta- 
ble - thing to be thouzht- on ; but alas! a 
thing every. where-too vifible, That ' very 
many perſons both high and- low, behave 
themſelves in all their ways ſo irreligiouſly 
and regardleſly of Go», and of his Ho- 
ly Laws, that one can hardly imagine how 

A 4 they 
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they could, did they an purpoſe ſit themſelves 
fo do it, give the World any clearer proof 
that they bave not any ſenſe of G o v, than 
now they do. The abounding of all ſorts of 
Wickednels and Prophanenels ; and the 
great indulgence people give every where to 
themſelves in all manner of vice and'vanity ; 
their deriding of ſerious Piety, mocking at 
| a conſcienciousſtrifineſs and regularityof life, 
and even glorying m their own fins, which 
they know to be againſt the plaineſt laws of 
Gov, and threatned by him, with no 
leſs than Ecernal Damnation ; ſeem to me 
a moſt evident ſign, That men do not really be- 
lieve-that.there is a GO D. The tran{ 
reſſion of the wicked { ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt, ( Plal. 36.1. ) faith within my 
heart, that there is no fear of GOD 
before his eyes, And whence ſhould it 
proceed that men fear not GOD, but 
bence ; T hat either they are not throughly 
convinced., that there. isa G O D to be 
feared: Or they. underſtand. ſo little of 
60D 


GOD, or what GO Dis, that they know 
not for what be is to be feared ; and there. 
fore (as 'tis ſaid, Pal. 29. 13.) they 
contema GOD? 


'Tis true indeed, that there are not. many 
among us wha do openly deny that there is 4 
GOD ; or who will-not ſay, that they 
believe there is one. But "tis as true alſo, 
that of many of theſe who make this Pro- 
feſſion, we may uſe the words of St. Paul, 
Tit. 1. 16. They profeſs that they know 
GOD, but inworks they deny him; 
being abominable and Aiahediens; and 
unto every good work reprobate, 
rebearſing the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, every ,one of us ſaith for himſelf 
----- [ believe inGO D. But how ma- 
ny of us unſay it again in our unchriſtian 
and ungodly Converſation? Our Works do 
much trulier ſpeak the ſenſe of our hearts, 
tharowr Words are wont todo. Shew me 
thy. Faith without thy Works, and I 


will 
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will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. 


So St. Tames'challengeth him, that would 
needs be thought: to- have « Chriſtian Faith, 
whilſt he obſerved not the*Lirws of G O D. 
We may well ſay the ſame to every one that 
profeſſethsto believe there is-a G O D,\ and 
yet. leads an ungodly Life." * If our hearts 
and tongues'do well agree, "when we ſay 
we believe theretis a GOD, it ſeems one 
of the hardeſt things in the World to conceive, 
how our Lives | ſhould” ſo "much. diſas 
oree with them both. If we did really be- 
| (ieve what we fay we bilieve, one- would 
think, we fhould be more afraid',” than 
we are, living ſo unanſwerably- to 
our Blick; ' and more Alhamed, than 
we are of living ſo unagreeably to our * Pro- 


feſlion. 


a man would demonſtrate to the oth 
That be doth. but Diſſemble and Lye, when 
be ſaith he believes, That thereisa GOD; 


| by What. other\way could he 'do this, than by 
living 
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living a Wicked Life * And why then ſhould 
we not be convinced of it, that this Prote(li» 
on. of. his s indeed a Lye, when be proves it 
£0 45, 4s Well as ſuch a thing can be proved 2 
He lives and. a&ts. in all things, as pleaſeth 
bis own Humour: and Luft ; be behaves bom. 
ſelf. as one that owns no Superior Power -t0 
reſtrain him from- doing wickedly ; be breaks 
all the Laws of GOD and Man as far: as 
be hath a Mmd and Strength enough to do it ; 
he ſeems impatient of living any longer than 
he may be his own Maſter, or have the liberty 
to ſerve the Fleſh ; He takes all liberty that 
be can get, and doth as wickedly as he dare, 
for fear of men ; he regards nothing { be- 
fides his temporal ſafety ) but his own Will 
and Pleaſure : ' And after all this , what 
clearer Demonſtration can he give us, That 
be doth not believe there is a G O D, whom 
be is bound to ſerye > 


Aud now if. this be true, Tam ſure there 
7 much need of Diſcourſes againſt Atheiſm. 
| Wicked: 
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Wickegdneſs of all ſorts did never more a- 
bound nor Triumph in the World, than now 
it doth : And therefore there never was more 
need of a Reformation of mens Lives and 
* Manners, than now there is : But in coain 
are all Endeavours to that purpoſe, ſo long as 
men do net believe that there is a GOD 
over them, to whom they owe a Duty, and 
are” accountable for their whole behaviour. 
Tull men be convinced of this, tho they may 
poſſubly by force be kept from doing ſome 
forts of Evil, they can never be Reformed, 
or perſuaded to be good. But if they may 
once be throughly convinced of this , it may 
alfo be hoped, That they may be perſuaded to 

. aceonnt it both their Duty and their Intereſt 
to live a godly life; and ( as S4. Paul ſpeaks, 
Col. 1. 10.) To walk worthy of G OD 
unto all pleaſing, being fruxful ineve- 


ry good work. 


But ſuppoſing ſuch Diſcour ſes needful, 
yet ( will fome ſay) What need was there 


of 
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of this, ſceing there are already ſo many 
both larger andlearneder on the ſame ſub- 
jeft ? In anſwer t0-this, Thave no more to 
fay, but theſe things. Firſt, I do very 
readily, and with all due thankfulneſs, both 
to Gov, and the learned Authors, ac» 
knowledg, That there be many both larger 
and learneder Diſcourſes on this ſubief# 
than this is. But Secondly, even for 
this very Reaſon, that they are ſo large 
and learned, they are the leſs ſerroiceable 
to that ſort of People, for whoſe uſe this 
is principally defign'd. As men. of ſtrong 
Reaſon and good Learning, can. make good 
uſe of long and learned Diſcourſes ; and 
receive much benefit by them ; So men of 
weak Wnder ſtandings, and of little or no 
Learning, ſtand in need of ſhort and plain 
Diſcourſes, ſuch as they can from their nes 
ceſſary Buſineſs get time to read; and ſuch, 
as reading, they are able to Underſtand: 
For their ſake i is,, that T publiſh this ; 
and therefore haye 1 uſed as grea __— 
0 
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of Expreſſion in it as poſſibly T could ; and 


yet T am very ſure of it ,i no more Foal is 
weedful to: make them underſtand. it. No 
man can deny' but ſuch: piedple 'ought- to live 
Religiouſlyy. as well as others ; and there- 
fore ought to . be well grounded i in the firſt 
Principles of Religion. | And they muſt be 
taught in ſuch:a way as they are able to learn, 
if we. deſign 'to teach them any thing; and 
theref ore an. teaching them, we muſt nſe 
both ſuch Arguments,and ſuchLanguage, 

as are-not."top;hard for them ;. or . we loſe 
 _ purlabour;and they all the ove they _ 


ka Snake IE: 
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\- If this ks enough! to excuſe me;--at 
leaf, for | Publiſhing this Diſcourſe, ny 
for Writing it too, with - ſo much plainneſs, 
as, "if 1 be-not: deceiv'd, .1 have done':'1 
will only. adi this; That Thad rather be:bla- 
med for being impert nent by them, who et- 
ther need it not themſelves,” or: ſee not-the 


aved that others have f i it ; ' than bear the 
Iv rebuke 
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rebuke of my own Conſcience, for not doing, 
what T am verily perſuaded to be very need- 
ful, in the beſt manner 1 could do it ; tho not 
half ſo well as another might haye done 
i. 2 
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SISOREE find Wicked men, or ſuch 
24s [RESS as have no Religion, by 
© >. = the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, in 
ERS Scripture, frequently called 
TEASES? Fools: And how hard ſoe- 
TINS RR ver it may be to make ſuch 
a fool underſtand or acknowledg his own 
Name, we are very ſure he deſerves it; be- : 
cauſe the Spirit of Truth (as the Holy Ghoſt 
is called, 'Foh. 16. 13.) hath given it him. 
The Man of a vr rk Lite, Bp have any 
thoughts at all of G o ÞD, mult think either 
That theres a GOD, or That there is none. 
If he thinks That there is a G O Þ, he muſt 
needs be a foo! for living wickedly, and wil. | 
fully provoking G o Þ's Wrath and indigna- 
tion againſt himſelf, which he knows him- 
{elf unable cither to wichitand or indure. = 
e 
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he.thinks That thire is »9 GOD; the Holy » 


Ghoff, by the mouth of David, hath told us 
twice over for our better aſſurance, That he 
is a {pol for that. The fool (faith he) hath 
ſaid invhis heart, There s no GOD, PAl.14. 
1. 53.1: And indeed, the truth of what 
He hath told us, is as clear to every one 
who hath Reaſon, and will uſe it to any 


good purpoſe, as the Light it ſelf can be to 


ſight. 
To make this, plain to the ohne: capa- 
' city, is my preſent bufineſs; atid to this end; 
in the firit place, I deſire that*theſe three 
things may be conſider'd-in the'words of the 
Heoly Ghoſt, whiich, Tay, contain fo clear-a 
Truth: | : =— | 

r, What's faid'; There s #b G'OD. 

z. How 'tis ſaid ; 1» his heart. 


3: Who hath ſaid it ; The fool-hath ſaid. 


1. Thatwhich 1s ſaid is'this; There #* zo 
GOD. Doth he who faith this, underſtand 
what he faith? If hedo not; he is a fool fot 
faying he knows not what: Doth he know 
whatthe word [GoDp] ſignifies? If he 
donot, he faith he knows notwhat.- G'o'Þ, 


is He that made the World andiall things thete- 


in; the LORD of Heaven and Earth; who 
giveth” to” all life, and breath, and" all things; 


#3 


him, who bath and will make uſe of his 


[1 " "i _ —y <<. 
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in whom we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing, AQts 17. 24, 25, 28. This 1sthat which 
all the World hath ever meant by this word 
[GOD]: The Firſt of all Beizgs, who 1s 
of himſelf from all Eternity, without begin- 
ning; which gave being to all things that 
ever were, and in which, as in the firſt Foun- 
tain, is'all Being, and Life, and Power, and 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs: Of whom, and through 
whom, and to whom aye all things, to whom. be 
glory for ever, Amen. Rom. 11. 306. I 

This then is it which is ſaid : © Tho there 
* be a World, yet it had no Maker. As 
* much as to ſay, Tho? there be a ſtately, a 
* uleful, a richly furniſhed, and wiſely con- 
© trived Houſe, /yet it had no Builder. Tho? 
* there be many things, yet was there no firſt 
* Cauſe of their Being 3 Tho” all things are 
© diſpoſed in.a very wonderful wiſe order, 
*yet was there no wiſe Orderer of - them. 
*We Men, who werenotalways, came into 
© this World, no bedy knows how:; We are 
* provided for here, no, body knows by 
* whom ; We aredayly, going hence, nobody 
© knows whither ; We: have no Maker -to 
* whomwe owe our being ; :no Owner whoſe 
* we are; no Preſerver whom we are-to 
* thank 'for any thing ; no LoK »D, or Go- 


© vernour, whom'we are to obey ; to whont 


© we:muſt be accountable; whoſe fayour or 
Bz * dif 
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* diſpleaſure we need"to regard: We may do 
*what we will with our Sins and all we 
*can to any other, whether it be good or 
* hurt. We may get whatever we can, by 
© any means, for our ſelves, and from others ; 
*we may do what we will with it, when we 
© have got it. All Religion 1s a vain thing; 
* and Civil Government 1s but a crafty con- 
© trivance of Men. - We are under no Laws, 
* but fuch as we pleafe to make to our ſelves. 
Who # Lord over as? Pſal. 12.4. This 4s 
it that-1s ſaid, in ſaying, There is no G OD. 
And ſurely there does nor appear any wiſdom 
in all this. | 

2. .He that faith this, ſaith it iz his heart. 
He 1s not fo ignorant of G © D, as one who 
never heard of any ſuch thing. If any one 
be ſo ignorant, 'tis certain he's a foo!, and 
greatly to'be pitied for his folly : But in what 
part of the World he ſhould be found, know 
not. He that faith in his heart, there is »o 
GOD, talks of him within himſelf, and 
therfore hath heard of him. . Yet ſome who 
have heard of GoD, are wholly careleſs and 
regardleſs of him, and very indifferent whe- 
ther he be or no ; theirhearts are at reſt with- 
in them, and ſeem unconcernd about this 
matter : "This is great folly, and *tis well if 
there be not many ſuch Fools, of whom it 


may be ſaid, GO D is not in all their og”, 
al. 
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Pfal.10.4. Some there may be alſo, who wiſh 
with all their hearts, and could heartily deſire 
that there were no G o DÞ, that ſo, without all 
fear of him, they might live as they liſt. All 
theſe are Fools; but he that ſaith in his heart 
there © no GOD, ſeems to outgo all theſe : 
He' is come to a concluſion about it, and 
makes himſelf confident of: it. - 'Tis true, in- 
deed, he ſeems not yet ſo fool-hardy, as open- 
ly to ſay itwith his Tongue: 'Tho' ſume Men 
are grown ſo-impudent, as to boait of their 
folly, and to call it Wit to talk prophanely ; 
ac ſome parts of the World are ſo over-run 
with bruitiſhneſs as to ſuffer this :: Yet moſt 
men, if they be not more modeſt, are how- 
ever,-more cunning than to ſpeak out all that 
they think. Tho" therefore they think 7here 
ix xo GoD, yet are they ſenſible how much 
it concerns them, that others ſhould not be 
taught to think ſo too, or {o much as know 
that they think ſo. TIf'they ſhould briog . 
others to think as they do, they might ſoon 
be made to pay dearly for teaching them this 
'lefſon; for: then would all thoſe others take 
to themſelves the ſame liberty of doing what 
they liſt, as: they deſire to have, and the 
World would become a very unſafe place for 
them to live in, He therefore that ſaith there 
is no GOD, is content to fay it in his heart 
only ; and can-be very well content too, that 

B3 all 
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all but himſelf- ſhould think: otherwiſe; for 
His own ſafety ; yea: le{t all they who think 
there isa' G 0Þ, ſhould begin-to, ſtand upon 
their guard againft' him, as: an Enemy to 
Mankind nan they have good reaſon to Ay 
count him) : Tho! he beſo fooliſh, as to 

in his heart, there is no GOD; yetis: he yr. 
cunning, as to ſay: with his mouth ”_ 
others, I believe in GOD.-. ..:-; 

3- He that. /aith; i bis heard, there, is, uo 
God, is the foot: «No wiſe Man ever ſaid- it. 
The fear i the: EORD',| that: is: wiſdow, 
Job 28. 28. The knowleadg of the HO LY is 
wnder ftanding, Prov.'y. 10. The fear of the 
LORD, is the beginning of: knowletly, Prov. t. 
7. and of -wifdons ;; 'And a good. underſtanding 
have they this keep his communtiments,' Pl. x11x. 
10. But you Aefpife wiſdom and inſtruition, 
Prov. 1. 7. And the heart off fools proctaimeth 
fooliſhneſs, Prov. 12; 23. ' Butwhat) fool is 
he' that faith this? In the languags of :;.the 
Holy Ghoſt, the foot is he that:goes on ut a 
courſe of finning: Of him and; lus Fellows, 
David gives us this account:/ur thoſe two 
P/2/ms, the Toth, and 511t, Fheyvare corrupe, 
they have done dhominable works, 'there is none 
tht doth good. © The LO RD: looked donn 


from Herven upon the children of men, to fee © 


4 there were any that did underſtand and ſeek 


OD: T7 vey are all £0Re fide, they are alto- 
gether 


n— Vo 
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gether. become (filthy , there is none that doth 
s ng not > "The fool then, is the habt- 
tual..finoer, .who being, deeply in love with 
his fin ,.;cannot indure ito think, of . parting 
with it. - If there Ls Gf D, he Kan he 
mult very dearly pay for ſinang againtt him; 
and chercfore { loag.ay he believes yrs 1. 
G OD,;.he cannot enjoy. his ans ig-quictaels. 
He. has therefore no.way,; left hum but. one 
to ſin. withaut a.continual diſturbance of mind 
from che checksofyhis,own Conſcience, and 
that is, As much as hexcan, . to baniſh the be- 
lief, ;and.,gven all thoughts; of GOD far 
from ham. | This then for the love of his fins 
he is reſolyed upon; and tho? it bevery hard 
for. him. who hath his .eyc-light, to open vis 
eyes, and aqgt ſee; the'Light ; yet. he makes 
a ſhift ſo long to wiak-againſt the light, . till 
at ila{t he quite loſeth his. ſight :* So long he * 
ſtrives aagaiaſt. the belief of .a-G OD, that 
at length no Arguments.can perſuade him to 
believe. Reſiſting the Truth, G OD juftly 
puniſheth him wich his own deſire, and hides 
the Truth from. him forever : Becanſe they 
received nut the love of the truth, &6,,G OD 
( faith Sr. Paw!) ſhall {end .thew ftrong delu- 
fion, that they jhould' believe 4 lye : That they 
might be. damin'd who believed not the truth, 
but had pleaſure in unrighttouſneſs, 2:T hell. 2, 
LO, II, 12, As they did not like ta retain 
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GOD in their kuowledg, GOD gives them 
over to a reprobate mind, Rom. 1.28. And 
*tis moſt juſt with G O D thus to deabwith 
ſuch obſtinate Fools; I mean, to hide him- 
ſelf for ever from them, who have a long 
time done all that ever they could, not to ſee 
him. Hence the Sinner grows more and 
more a Fool, and at laſt arrives at the Foql's 
confidence , to believe whatever he has a 
mind to; He ſaith in his heart there is no 
GOD: Andhe that truſteth in his own heart, 
Js «foo, Prov. 28. 26. | 
ow, ' having ſeen theſe Three things, 
What is ſaid, How Vie foi, and Who' hath 
ſaidit ; We are to conſider how'well he de- 
ſerves the name of Fool for ſaying it :' That is, 
for perſuading himſelf to belive , or for 
— making himſelf confident, ' That there is no 
GQD. And this his Folly will undeniably 
appear very great, to'every one that takes no- 
tice but of Three things, which'are-all very 
viſible t 5 S< | 


'x. He is Confident, where he cannot have 
any, even the lealt ground of Aſſurance. 

2. 'He 1s Confident, where his Confidence 
. can do no#o00d, but will do much hore. 

3. He is Confident, where all the reaſon in 
the world is againſt his Confidence. 


If 
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If then there be ſuch a thing in the world 
as a fool, he that ſaith in his heart, or is con- 
fident that there is xo G o D, muſt needs be a 
Fool. For, 

1. He that is confident there is xo G O D, 


1s confident -where he cannot have any the 


leaſt ground of aſſurance ; that is, he is con- 


 fident' of that which he cannot pretend to 
| know. And is not hea fool that pleaſeth him- 


ſelf with fuch a groundleſs confidence as this, 
and ventures his foul on that whereof he can- 

not1ay, that he is in any meaſure ſure? No 
man was ever yet ſo vain as to undertake to 
prove that there is no GO D. Some have been 
either ſo dull that they could not, or ſo ſtub- 
born that they would not ſee or confeſs they 
ſaw reaſon enough to convince them that 
thereis a GOD. And ſome have been ſo da- 
ring as todo their utmoſt endeavour to prove, 
that it is not altogether neceſſary that there 
»1ſt be one, or that *tis poſſible there ay 
be none. | But either that *tis' impoſſible chat 
there ſhould bea G oD, or that of a certain- 


. ty thereis no ſuch thing , none hath ever at- 


tempted to prove, with what confidence fo 
ever he talks of this matter. Sum up all chat 
all the Arheifts in the world have ar any time 
been able to ſay againſt the being of a G 0H, 
it amounts to no more but this, It may be there 
isa GOD, and it may be there is not. Which 

is 
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is all one as to ſay, They know nat . whether 
there be a G 0 Þ orno. So that even whilſt the 
Atheiſt moſt confidently denies that there isa 
G 0D, he is forced to confeſs, that-for any 
thing he knows to the contrary, .there; is one. 
Only he imagines there may beno G o.p;and 
as he imagines it to. be , ſo he would- tain 
have it to be, and therefore he is confident it 
is. juſt as he ynagins it may , be, and would 
Blad'y have it be. And would not any ofj us 
augh at that man, who\talks with all cont;- 
dence imaginable of a thing, as if he were 
{ure of it ; and. yet when: he is askt, . how. he 
- came to know it, can;giveno.wiſer ananſwer 
than this, ,I fain would; have.it ſo, and I con- 
ccive it may pollibly beſo, and I am not yet 
ſatisfied it is not-as I think it, may be, and 
therefore Lam yery confident 'tis juſt as I ſay? 
Would we not, I ſay, laugh at: this. as the 
anſwer of a Fool ? 


IT. Ir is folly enough for onc to be Conti- 


dent without a reaſon or ground of Aflu- 
rance ; yet. is it a much greater folly on no 
good ground to be confident , where it 15 CXx- 
ceedingly dangerous to be confident, and 
where the confidence dot'1 . certainly much 
hurt, and-can do no good, And yet ſuch is 
his coakidence , who 1s confident there tis np 


(G © D. 
When 
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Where, there are two Opinions, whereof 
oge knows notwhich is trueſt ; | and there is 
danger in following the age, . and none in fol- 
lowiag tha other ; it muſt needs be acknow- 
ledg'd to be a great folly, to chuſe to follow 
thac opinion. wherein there is- danger, rather 
TED wherein there is none, It then there 
be no dexgerat allin believing there isa G 0D, 
and a great deal'of' danger ia thiaking there 
i5none ; He-muſt needs be a foot that thinks 
there is no G 0 Þ. Now theſe two things will 
quickly appear to be true. 

4. To believe.there is aG O D,(even tho 
there were none) dath much good, and 

2. Tothink there is no G ON (tho it were 

+  true)doth-much hurt and no good. 

3. To believe there is a GO D, (even tho 
there were -none) doth much good and no 
hurt.* It will eaſily be granted by the Arhes/# 
himſelf, that if there be a G-O D (as we cer- 
tainly believe there is) to believe it, is not 0n- 
ly our duty, but our higheſt concern. If we 
have a Maker, Preſerver, and Governonr, it 
is. very. fit. and neceflary , and can no way be 
hurtfpl, but exceeding good and profitable 
for us to own; him, and by all means to endea- 
vour to pleaſe him,and-to keep in his favour; 
ſecing that both we and all things are in his 
hand and power, and fo totally depend _ 

| im, 
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him, that we'can neither be happy, nor-/in- 
deed be at all, bur by his Bleſſing, Prote&ion, 
and Providence : For in him we live,and move, 
and have our being, AQ. 17. 28. We are his 
people,and the ſheep of his paſture, Plal.100. 3. 
But I fay, that 'tho there were no G O 
(which yet cannot be) to believe that there is 
one, would do much good and no hurt at all. 

It would do much good, becauſe 'tis plain, 
that this belief\(which nothing elſe cou'd do) 
keeps the world in- good order, -and makes 
men ſociable, governable, and ſerviceable" to 
one another. / Phis belief of a God, is that 
which keeps'us-from deſtroying our ſelves by 
L aſciviouſneſs, Intemperance, and Luxury ; and 
from devouring' and ruining one another by 
malice, envy, pride, ions A, s, and oppreſſi- 
on. So that the world owes its happineſs to 
this belief. In/ſhort then, this belitt? helps us 
to live /oberly, and righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world, Tit.2.12. and to diecom- 
fortably in hope of better things than this 
world aftordz, when we go out of it. And 
this certainly is all very good. 

But now thisbeliefof a G O D cando no hurt 
at all. For ſeeing it naturally inclines men to 
do good, and reſtrains men from doing hurr, 
it ſelf can no way be hurtful. TF it can, let 
the Atheiſt himſelf ſhew us what the hurt of 


itis, even ſuppoling there wereno G O D. 
: Is 
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Is this the hurt it doth us, That it keeps us 


- from.uſing thar liberty which were there no 


GOD,and we believ'd it, we might freelyuſe? 
Indeed,as I know not,if there were no GOD, 
what ſhould make it unlawful for any one to 


| uſe all the liberty he could get; fol doubt as 


little, but if men thought there were none, 
they would uſe a great deal more liberty than 
they do ; but then 'tis only. becauſe they are 
fools,. and conſider not their own good.. A 
wile man, who is govern'd, not by paſſion, but 
by reaſon, as every man ſhould be, would uſe 
no more liberty of that kind which wicked 
men* moſt covet, than GOD now allows us, 
were he ſure that there were no GOD. For 
G OD allows usall things that are for thegood * 
of our ſelves and mankind, and he forbids us 
nothing but what viſibly tends to the hurt of 
our ſelves or others. It can be therefore no 
other liberty but that of doing hurt, which 
the belief of a GOD reſtrains us from;and to 
reſtrain us from doing hurt,cannot be hurtful. 
A wiſe man, I ſay, would not vie this liber- 
ty tho he might. For he wiſely conſiders, that 
all men would have the ſame right as he to 
uſe that liberty ; and if they ſhould do fo, as 
there could be no reaſon why they ſhould nor 
as well as he, there could be no Society, no 
Goverament, ao fate living by one another 


in the world. 
Or 


14 The Folly of Aeifn. 


Or in the next place,is this the hurt which 
the-belief of a GOD would do, ſuppoſing ' 
thete were none, that in lome caſes we ao 
ſuffer evils, which we ſhould not need to ſuf- 
fer, were there noG O D?- We are poor, it 
may be, and yet forfear of GOD we dare 
not ſteal nor rob, nor cheat, to relieve our 
ſelves. We ſuffer wrong,andfor fear of G O D 
we dar@not revenge our ſelves, and ſuch like. 
*Tis true indeed, the belief-of a GO D obli- 
geth us'to ſuffer rather-than to do evil; But it 
will be found todo us no hurt but good in this. 
Which that we may diſcern, we are to think 
upon theſe following things. | 

r. Remember, that ſome of the evils we 
{uffer,are unavoidable by us, whether there be 
a GOD orno. That zs, they are ſuch as if 
there be a GOD, none but he can prevent or 
remove; and if there benoGO D, it is nor 
in our power todocither. Now in ſuch caſes 
it is a man's wiſdom to ſuffer them with as 
little trouble to himſelf as he can , ſeeing he 
muſt bear them,do what he can : Impatience, 
fretting and rage, do not leſſen, but double 
the ſuffering, whatever it be. And then the 
belief of a G OD binds us 1n ſuch caſes{to-no 
more, but to ſuffer patiently ;- and in humble 
ſubmiſſion to his wif, and in hope that-do- 
ing fo, 4ll things work together for good to u5, 

Rom. 8. 28. Apnd that the light affliftion;which 
'Y 
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is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 


exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 


17. Seeing then ſuch evils muft be born, all 
the hurt the belief of GOD doth us, is to 
enable us to bear them more eaſily, even as 
much as he that'ſuffers in hope, may ſuffer 
more cheerfully than he that has no hope. - 

2. Obſerve, that ſome of theſe evils are 


 ſhelj; as we ſuffer through the wickedneſs of 


men. And here we ſhould remember, jr ft, 
That were there no belief or fear of GOD 
among men, where we-now ſuffer one ſuch 
evil, we ſhould ſuffer a thouſand. I hope then 
the belief of a G OD doth us no hurt in this, 
that it makes our ſufferings fewer than other- 
wiſe they would be. Secondly, Remember, 
*tis for want of this belief, that men are fo 
forward tohurt one another ; for G O D for- 
bids it: and if men believed to the purpoſe 
that there-is a GOD, forbidding all Injuries 
on = of damnation, they would nor dare 
to do wrong. Who then will ſay, that the 
belief of a GOD can be hurtful , when 'tis 
onl the want of it whence ll ſuch hurts 
ariſe? 

Well; But itwill be yet ſaid, That were it 
not- for'fear 'of GOD, we might ſome way 
or other prevent, or remove ſuch Evils as 


theſe.” Por a'fuller anfwer to this, 
3- Take 
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3. Take notice, That of this kind of Evils, 
ſome are very light, ſmall, and eaſily tolera-" 


ble ; others are very grievous,: and not ealily 
ſupportable. If the Evils we ſuffer one 
from another be very ſmall , and eaſie 
'to be born; will not a wiſe man, whe- 
ther there bea G OD, or ao, rather be con- 
tent to bear them patiently, even for the ſake 
of his own eaſe and quiet, much more for 
the peace and quiet of the Neighbourhood 3 
than diſturb both himſelf and his Neigh- 
bours, by beginning, and continuing a quar- 
rel about little things ; and that when the 
ue is doubtful, and- he cannot be ſure he 
ſhall be a gainer in the end ? If one have a 
mind to end quarrels ſpeedily, and to live in 

ice and quietneſs, which certainly is a thing 
very deiireable ; to put up in patience and fi- 
lence light and trivial wrongs, is both the 
{ſhorcelt, and eaſieſt ; the cheapeſt,.and moſt 
05i1-1ag way. And this is it that in ſuch 
calcs che belief of a G OD doth bind us to. 
It ti; Evils we utter from others be very 
grievous , and not ealily ſupportable ; the 


Laws of G OD do not forbid us fairly and. 


legally to right and relieve our ſelves; 4much 
leſs do they command us to lay our ſelves 
open to ſuch Evils, or not to guard our ſelves 
as wc! as we can againſt them ; or to ſuffer 
Evik-cioers to pals unpuniſhed. ay" _ 
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G OD forbids in ſuch caſes, is ſpiteful, and 
unneceſſary private revenge. .Now-a wiſe 
man again, whether there were a GOD or 
no, would take this very courſe that G O D 
now corthmands, and not that which he for- 
bids.Ifhe be in want or poverty,he would uſe 
no illegal means of relief; if he be wrong'd, he 
woald uſe no illegal ways of righting himſelf. 
Why?becauſe he conſiders he x Con makes him- 
{elf his ownJudge,and his own Carver,and ſo 
might every one do as well as he, and at this 
rate there could be no Civil Society or Go- 
vernment ; but all men would be let looſe, 
like ſo many wild beaſts, to prey upon, and 
devour one another. What hurt then doth the 
belief of a G O D do us,whea it binds us to 
ſuffer no otherwiſe than any wiſe man would 
of himſelf do, were he ſure there is no GOD ? 
Is this the hurt it doth, that it binds us 
to die, rather than any way to diſhonour 
GOD; which we need not do; were there 
no GOD? Ir is true again, that it binds us 
to this; and if there were no GOD, we 
ſhould not be bound to it. Well then, (faith 
the Arheiff) can any one pretend, that this is 
no hurt, for a man to loſe his life,” and all 
that's dear to him, at once irrecoverably,' for 
the ſake of G O D, if yet there be no G OD? 
To this I fay, If there be any hurtat all in this, 
yet is it much leſs than that -which will ne- 
ceflart 
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ceſſarily follow the denying of a. G'O D, yea 
tho he-were not. And this muſt. be granted 
when theſe few things have been duly con- 
ſider'd. | | 

Firſt, We muſt all die, whether there be a 
GOD or no. I cannot think that any one 
of thoſe who doubt whether therebea G O D, 
doubts too wherher or no-he. ſhall die; he 
is, hethinks, too ſure -of that. And further 
yet,we none of us know either whez or how we 
ſhall die. It may be, to morrow, or before 
and it may be too in the moſt, painful Ago- 
ny and Torment. OG. 

Therefore, Secondly, the worſt that can be 
in our dying for G OD, is this, That we 
may ſo be made todie, a little, and we know 
not how little a while, for ought we know, 
not one hour or minute before the time when 
otherwiſe we ſhould have died. Or we may 
be made to die in torment; and yet, for ought 
we know, in far leſs torment than otherwiſe 
we {hould have died, and it may be, at the 
{ame time. 

Thirdly, 1t cannot be any great. hurt to 
loſe a few days of an uncertain and trouble- 


{ome life; and. ſuch days, as for ought we. 


know, would have brought ſo many evils a- 
long with them, as would have made us wiſh 
a thouſand times over, that we had died 
ſooner, and had never ſcen {o much as one of 
them. | Fourthlj, 
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Fonrthly, '1f all men were perſuaded that 
there is no G OD, the wickedneſs of men 
would ſoon make the world ſo uneaſie a place 
to us, that he would think himſelf the hap- + 
= man, that could ſooneſt find his way. out 

OT 1t. SCE , 
- | All this conſidered, *tis evident, 'That even 
the fainteſt hope that any one could conceive; 
of enjoying a Bleſſed Eterniry with G Q D, 
muſt beenough to make him ſerlight by the 
loſs of a few days more of life in this world. 
He that cannot be ſure that there is no: God, 
( as no man can be) and much more he that 
but thinks there is a GO D, muſt needs be a 
Fool, if- he had rather live a while todiſho- 
nour GOD, . and fall under his Wrath, than 
dye a little before his time, if he thinks it plea« _ 
ſing to GOD, and rewardable by him. For 
{uppoling it uncertain to him, whether there 
bea GOD orno, this were plainly to chuſe 
a worſe uncertain thing before a better, It 
were to chuſe a few ſhort days of life, which 
he knows not whether he ſhall have or no, 
or whether they will be worth having or no, 
yea, whether or no they will givehim cauſe 
to repent that ever he had one of them ; ra- 
ther than a life of Eternal Bleſſedneſs with 
GOD, which, if there bea G OD, he is 
ſure to have; or rather than to ſecure himſelf 
trom an endleſs ſtate of intolerable Tormeants, 
S-£ | which, 
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which, if thexe be a G O D, he is ſureto fall 
into, wholives ro G O D's Diſhonour. And 
now: where's the hurt of dying for G O D, 
- even tho there were none ? -. iti: ; 
Is it this, inthe laſt place; That ſuch an oge 
ſhall be diſappointed in his Hope ? Is it not 
(faith the A4cherft ) a very miſerable thing, to 
fuffer and dye in hope of good things; and af+ 
ter he has paid ſo dear for his hope, - find it de» 
feated in a moment? Well; but let me tell 
the Atheiſt, he will find it a much more mi- 
ſerable thing, to have been confident all his 
life long that there isno G O D, and then in 
4morment to find there is one,to his everlaſting 
ſorrow. However, in an{wer to | what he 
here objects ;. Firſt, It is certain, That if there 
be a'G O D, his hope whodied for G O D, is 
riot-defeated ; and if there be no.G OD, then 
the defeating of his hope can be no miſery or 
hurt to him. He that denies a G OD, de- 
nies a future ſtate. after deatlry, and fo accord- 
ing to him, the whole Man; Soul and Body, 
dies at onee, as beaſts do; and has no more 
ſenſe of any thing after death, than they have. 
Now that *can be no miſery or hurt; which 
cannot be felt : And the fruftrarion'of his 
hope, cannot be felt by him who hasn6 ſenſe 
_ of any'thing. If the man that's once dead, 
feels nothing, whatever he has loſt, his loſs 
s nothing at all robim. Whilſt ſuchan _ 
ved, 
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ved, his hope made his Life pleaſant, and his 
Sufferings tolerable ; it heightned his Joys, 


and' it mitigated his Sorrows ; it was his 
comfort both in life and death ; and now he is 


dead, if there be a G'O D, he enjoys all he 


| hoped for, ' and is glad he took the rough way 


to Heaven, and thinks himſelt well paid for 
his pains and ſufferings ; and if there be no 
GO ÞD, he is in as good a+condition as all 
others are, neither better nor worſe ; and as 


' they are not ſenſible of their paſt Pleaſures, 


no more is he of his paſt Sorrows. His be- 
lief whilſt he lived , did both himſelf and 
others much good, and could never hurt ci- 


ther himſelf or others, living or dead. 


2. To'thiak there isno. G'OD, (even if 
poannon none) doth much hurtgjand no good 
at all, | 

If there bea- G OD, (as we cannot doubt 
but there is the Atheiſt will not deny, That 
his opinion 15 the moſt pernicious and miſchie- 
vous thing in the world; To deprive ones 
ſelf for ever of 4is Favour, and to expoſe 


.ones {elf to his unſupportable Wrath, who 


alone can fave or deſtroy as he pleaſeth ;, To 
loſe Eternal Joys, and run into Eternal Tor- 
ments, and merely for the enjoyment of a 
few daysof fruitleſs ſin and vanity, and tor 
the humquring. of a lump of fleſh , which 

C 3 mult 


22 The Folly of Atheiſm: 


muſt within a few dayscorrupt, and rot in 


dirt; can a man poſſibly do himſelf greater 
hurt than this ? BH 
And ſuppoſe the Arheif were in the right, 


what good could his opinion dohim ? Nay, 


what hurt would-it not do both him and all 
the world, were it generally received ? Whilſt 
heis of this opinion, he enjoys a few beaſtly 
Pleaſures, and is delighted to live as beaſts do, 


and to think that he ſhall dye as they do too. 


Oexcellent Priviledge ! What is it elſe, that 
he can make much of this opinion for, but on- 
ty that he thinks himſelf at liberty todo as he 
lifts? Well; but whilſt he is ſo fond of a bru- 
riſhand licentious life, that he cannot endure 
to hear of G OD, becauſe of his lovetoit; I 
would defire to-know:of him; /Firſft, If. this 
be notroubleto him, 'That he knows this vos 
luptuous Life ſhall ſo quickly be at an end, 
and that in ſo ſhort a time, yea he knows not 
how ſoon, all that he now thinks himſelf ha 
py in, ſhall be gone for ever? Nex#, If it 
10 trouble to him'to reſtrain himſelf from 
what he moſt loves, for fear of bringing Sick- 
neſſes, Pains, and Death upon himſelf; or 
that he has at any time fo brought theſe and 
other like evils upon himſelt, whereby he is 
become unable to find any reliſh or pleaſure in 
the things he loves, and has nothing left him 
to caſe his troubl. ? Azain; What he has to 
Os 
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adminiſter-'any comfort or refreſhment to 
him, if hefall into any kind of affliction or 
diſtreſs, when he can taft nothing bur bitter- 
neſs in [this life, and' yet hath not the leaſt 
hopes of any other ? And /aftly, If it do not 
trouble him, when ever he thinks of it, that 
he cannot be ſure that his Opinion is true, and 
that, for,ought he kaows to the contrary,there 
may be a God, and he may the next moment 
caſt him into Hell forthe lite he now leads ? 
I cannot. but think, 'but when the Atheiſt is 
at any time awakened to the exerciſe of his 
reaſon, and thinks of. theſe things, he cannot 
much boaſt of the good his Opinion doth 
himſelf ; nay, that he cannot deny, but *tis 
hurtful to him. 
And ſhould it be once embraced generally 
by others,. what would become of him and 
al the world ? There would be nothing in a 
ſhort time viſible, but diſorder and confuſion, 
and all manner of miſchief and miſery, were 
men once perſuaded, That there is no G O D, 
no rewarder of the good, no puniſher of the 
'wicked ; and that there is nothing either to 
be hoped for, or feared, but in this life only. 
Had men. none over them to keep them 1n 
awe, but weak men like themſelves, what 
could be expetted, but that they ſhould fall a 
tearing and cating up one another ? Would 
not every one think it his concern, and his 
CG 4 right 
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right too, to make the beſt he could of this 
preſent life to himſelf, as well as he, if he 
thought there were notbing either better or 
worle to be expected, than what this life,af 
fords? Would not every one whois perſuaded 
that this world is all that ever he muſt enjoy, 
uſe his utmoſt cunning and your,. with» 
out reſpect to any other or any regard 
to Right or Wrong, to pick and chuſe, and 
carve out for himſelf as great a ſhare of it as 
he poſibly could ; yea, tho he nwſt dig 
through the very bowels of-all other men, ta» 
come at the things he defired to have ? Might” 
not any one challeage as much Rightto every 
thing that lay withua his reach, as any other 
whatſoever ? And would not every one catch 
that could, yea and killtoo, or do any thing 
elſe he could, that he might catch? If it be 
true, that there is no G OD, to whom all 
are bound to ſubmit, what Law. can any 
one think himſelf bound to obey,/but his own 
Will? And would not every one be as free as 
| he could make himſelf, and ſtrive. to have 
his own will, rather than to be ſubject toano- 
« ther's? Would not 'every one endeavour to 
make himſclt Maſter of as much, and as ma- 
ny as he could 2 And would not this ftriving 
for the Maſtery, and ſcrambling who ſhould 
get moſt, bring all chings to contuſion? Could 
any thyng bur mere torce and violence bring 
| - ak b- 


_— 


The Folly of Athciſm. 25 


or keep men under Government? And would 
men any longer bear ſo uneaſie a yoke, when- 
ever they could find out any way to.break or 
ſhake it off? All the world thus would be 
turn'd into a Field of War and Blood, and 
no man \could think himſelf fafe from. his 
Neighbour. He that is ftrongeſt, or could 
make his Party the ſtrongeſt for a tume, could 
not promiſe himſelf that heſhould long cons» 
tinue fo, and not be undermined by the wiles 
of the weaker, or by the: treacheries or revolts 
of his own men: Andthey who are weakeſt, 
muſt/be ſure, whilſt they are fo, to endure 
the inſolencies, and lye at the mercy of the 
ſtronger. No man could call either his goods 
or his life his own, ſeeing there could be no- 
thing to hinder any one that had irength and 
malice enough, from invading them, or en- 
deavouring to advance himſeltupon the ruins 
of any one whom he found ſtanding in his- 
way to whathe covets. - | 
All men may plainly ſee, That Religion, 
were it generally practiſed throughout the 
world, would ſoon make it happy ; and that 
the good order that is in the world, is wholly 
owing to the ſenſe men haveof a GOD; 
and'thart therefore there is ſo little good order 
in the world at' this day, becauſe there is ſo 
little ſincere Religion, or true ſenſe of GOD 
init. And if there were no ſenſe of GO Din 
it, 


26 - The Folly of Atheiſm? 


it, there would be no good order at all. Tho 
it were true then, That there is no G O D, 
I dare ſay, the whole world would ſoon begin 
to wiſh it falſe; | yea, and rather than all men 
{ſhould think there is none, the: 4: hei/t himſelf 
would wiſh it falſe too. All men would quick- 
ly find reaſon enough to curſe the man that 
fr{t diſcovered ſo miſchievous a Truth. But 
now ſeeing no man can poſſibly be aſſured, 
Thar it is true; what.a Fool is he that per- 
ſuades himſelf itis, to no other end, but that 
he may be more free to do miſchief, and by 
doing {o, teach others to do the like ; thus put- 
ting himſelf, and the reſt of mankind into.a 
polture of War, and into the maſt deplorable 
condition imaginable ? I mean, into that of 
enjoying no quiet or ſafety in this world, 'no 
comfort or ſatisfaction in going out of it, and 
the danger of ſuffering more intolerable evils, 
. than any one can now Conceive , wheneyer 
death ſhall call him hence. 


TIT. The third Argument to prove him. a 
fool, who 1s confident there is no GOD, is 
this: He is Confident, where all the Reaſon 
in the World is againſt his Confidence. And 
to make this good, :I lay this down as a cer- 
tain principle : It is a ſufficient reaſon to be- 
lieve that a thing is, when #t's being is diſco- 


vered unto us, all thoſe ways, whereby we can con» 
cerve 
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ceive that ſich 4'thing can be diſcovered unta\. 
ws; if - indeed' it be , and may: be known. '\f 
then''G O D hath made himſelf known 'un- 
tous all thoſe ways, whereby we: can con- 
ceive he can be made. known, if he be ;_we 
have all the Reaſon in the World to believe 
him to be, and fo all the Reaſon in the World 
is againſt his Confidence that denies/G O D to 
be. He is a . fool that deſires or calls for. 
more than this; for that is all one as if he 


ſhould ſay, 1 will. not believe that there is. a. 


G OD, till he be made known to me more 

ways than hg#can be made known to me, 

though there beione. | 2 111 

; Now let any one ſay, what Evidence he 

would have toiconvince him that there is:a 

G OD, and1will ſhew him that he hathrit ; 

unleſs he woufd have ſuch; Evidence as can- 

not. be given, tho' there be a-G OD. All 

things cannot be diſcover'd by every kind of 
Bvidence,. tho' they really are, and may, be 


known. A Voiceor Sound cannot be known 


' by Secing ; yet.we are ſureit. is, becauſe we 


hear it. A Colour cannot be known by 
Hearing ; but we are ſure it is, becauſe we 
ſee it. Sweet: and. Bitter cannot be known 
by ſeeing or hearing ; yet we know them by 
Taſting. He's a Fcol then that will not be- 
lieve any of '\theſe to. be, unleſs. he have ſuch 
an evidence of it as cannot be given, whiltt 
he 
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he hath that which can ; or, Who will not 
believe there is a Colour, becauſe he cannot 
hear or ſmell it, whilſt he Sees it? or thinks 
there is no Voice , becauſe he cannot ſee, 
touch, or taſt it, tho* he Hears it ? And fo 
of the reſt. | 
What evidence then would a Man bave to 
aſſure him that there is a GOD? GOD 
is by Nature a Spirit, Joh. 4. 24. and ſo Is 
viſible, 1 Tim. 1. 17. whom no man hath ſeen, 
207 can ſee, Vid." Tim. 6. 16. Joh. 1. 18. 
_ _ 1 Joh. 4.12. He's a fool then that will not 
. telieve that there is a G O I unleſs he fee 
him: And as much a Fool is he, that will 
not believe him tobe, unleſs he can hear him 
ſpeak, or feel him: For GOD being a _ 
Spirit,without a Body, or bodily qualities, hath 
neither a Voice, ſuch as bodily things have, 
whereby he 'may be heard' with our Ears; 
nor other qualiry whereby he may be felt with 
our Hands, any more than he hath Colour or 
Shape to be ſeen with our Eyes. 

We muſt, if 'we will be reaſonable, be ſa- 
tified with ſuch Evidences of an Inviſible 
Spirit, as an Inviſible Spirit can give us of 
its ſelf: And ſuch evidences of himſelf GOD 
hath given unto 'us ; and by all ſuch ways, 
as we can think 'on, has revealed himſelf un- 
to us, -as one of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, our Maker, Preſerver, and Gover- 

, z0r. 
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#or. And how can we conceive, that He, 
who is in himſelf Inviſible, ſhould make 
chis manifeſt uats us, but by ſome or all of 
theſe ways? = 4a | 


I. By ſome ſuch audible and viſible fig- 
 nifications and tokens of his 
and Will, as we ate capable of under- 
| ſtanding. ” : 
I. By imprinting a ſeftfſe of himſelf in 
our minds, making us not only capa- 
ble of perceiving,” but inclined to ac« 
knowledg- him. - - + 
' TIL. By doing ſuch works as are the vi- 
ſible effeQts of. ſuch 'a Being, Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 


_ - If there'be a'G OD, fog of theſe ways 
he may , and otherwiſe we cannot conceive 
how he ſhould be known'anto men. And 
therefore if he have all theſe ways manifeſted 
himſelf unto us, he is a Fool that doth not 
own him. | 


I. It muſt be granted very reaſonable to 
expet , That if there bea GOD who is 
our Lox D and GOVERNOR, heſhould 
give us ſuch ſignifications and tokens of his 
Being and Will; as we may know him, and 
how to behave our ſelyes towards him. __ 
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if 'it be ſuch; an-.evidence-of; hit, that the 


Atheiſt 'would have for his ſatisfafQtion, Ifay 
he hath it in ; that-which we call G o Þ 's 
WoxrD inthe Holy ScripTuRrE.: 
If he ſay, He would believe there is a 
G. OD, . becauſe of 'his W'dx-D, if he were 
{ure that it is. GO-D's Word-;:Lask, What 
he means by-: ſaying ſo? Is it this, That he 
would . believe there 15 a G Q D,-becauſe df 
his. Word, were. he firſt ſure-that there is a 
GOD whoſe Word it may be? This is all 
one, as to ſay, That whar: he calls for as an 
evidenceof a G OD, can be no-evidence ; for 
he cannot be perſuaded 'tis his Word, till he 
be firſt ſure that He is: This3s-to play the 
Fool downright ;,;He will not-believe there is 
a GOD, till GO D hath revealed himſelf 
by his Word; -G-Q D reveals: himſelf by his 
Word, . and he. will -not believe it to be his 
Word, becauſe he 1s not ſure there is a G OD: 
If he fay, he means no moxe but this, That 
what you ſhew him for the Word of G O D, 
is not ſuch as may be thought worthy of 
G OD, orhas not enough in 1t to convince 
one; that -it- is, not: a Forgery of man? If 
this be his meaning, then I ask him, What is 
wanting to it to.make-it appear worthy. of 
G O D,and not to be a Forgery of man * if he 
cannot ſhew this, and' yet excepts againſt it, 
he'sa Fool ; fareither that evidence wherein 
ne 
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no defeCt can be diſcover'd, muſt be a ſuffici- 


ent evidence; or there can beno ſuch thingas 
a ſufficient evidence in the world. - 

Well then; We ſay, G OD hath revealed 
Himſelf and his Will by clear ſignifications 
of both,. in his Word. And this Word we 
bave now written in a Book, 'which we call \ 
the Bible and the Scripture. If this Scrip- 
tare or Writing be true, then is it the Word of 
GO D,: for ſo much it affirmeth of it ſelf. 
The' Truth of it therefore is the only thing 
we are to inquireinto, And to-make this En- 
quiry as ſhort as may be, let it be conſidered, 
"That this Book is made up of: divers ſmaller 
Books, whereof ſome are called, The Books of 
the O/d Teſtament; others of them, The Books 
of the New one : And we need do no more 
but inquire into: the Truth ofthe latter of 
theſeat preſent; for if what is written ia theſe, 
be true ; then is that ſo too,which is written 


1n the former: For theſe bear witneſs to the 


Truth of thoſe. Our Saviour, in the New 
Teſtament approves of the Law of Moſes, and 
of.. the Prophets, and of the Pſalms, which 
makeup the Old Teſtament , Luke 24. 44. 
And, of the ſame, St. Pas! ſaith, All Scrip- 
ture. is given by. inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. 
3: 16, And Sz. Peter, That the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man, but holy men 
of God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
RE Ghoſh, 
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Ghoſt, © Pet. 1.12. And' the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews ſaith, ' That God," who at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners [pake intime pp unko 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt 


days ſpoken anto by his Son, Heb. 1.1, 2. If 


then the Writings of the Vew Teſtament be - 


, true, the Books of the O/d Teſtament contain 
the Word of *G O D. And to fatisfie our ſelves 
that they are true, we need but tounderſtand 


Three Things : 


x. That there were ſich men as are ſaid 
to have written theſe Books ; and that 
theſe-are their Writings. 

2. That they were ſufficiently qualified 
for writing theſe Books: 

3. That what they haye written, hath all 
the CharaQters of Divihe Trurh. 


t. There were once ſuch men as are ſaid. 


to have written theſe Books; and theſe Books 
were written by them. If any one doubts 
whether there were once ſuch men as St Mat- 
thew, Mark, Lake, John, Paul, Peter, James, 


and Jude; or that the Books which beartheir 


N 
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Names, were written by them; how would 
he have it proved? Theſe men died 'abont 
Sixteen hundred Years ago,'and therefore he 
will not ſurely be ſo unreaſonable as to'fay; 
Shew me the Men, or I wilt not believe that 
4 ever 
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ever they were. But-look what reaſon he 
hath to believe any thing that was before he 
was was born, and now he. ſ{ceth not; the 
{ame he hath to believe that theſe:men once 
were, and that they wrote theſe Books. Hi- 
ſtories make expreſs mention of them, one / 
Generation to another, from their time to 
this, hath preſerved their Memory; and the 
Books we have, are their laſting Monuments, 
We have the Teſtimony of all Chriſtians, of 
all Ages ſince their 'time, who have own'd 
theſe Books as theirs, who have commented 
on them, and written in defence of 'the Do« 
Qrine contained in them; recorded their Tras 
vels, and the Churches which they planted : 
And theſe Witneſfles are no inconfiderable 
Perſons, but the moſt learned of their times, 


and ſuch as made the moſt diligent fearch in- 


tothe truth; and were ſo well ſatisfied, as to 
ſhed their blood in vindication of it, and ven- 
tured their Salvation upon it. Neither is 
this all, but we havg the teſtimony of their 
Enemies, - of thoſe who/perſecuted them unto 
death, and wrote againtt the Truth which 
they deliver'd. Now whar can any one de- 
ſire more than this ro ſatisfy him, That there 
were ſuch men, and that they wrote theſe 
Books ? We have the Books in our hands, 
and all forts of Hiſtorians, Friends and Ene« 
mies; making mention of them ; and all _ 
os D ian 
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{tian Churches, | being the beſt, moſt learned, 
and molt civilized part of rhe World , ac- 
knowledging , receiving, and even unto 
death maintaining them. Have we nor the 
faith to believe, rat there were once ſuch 
men as Cyrus, Darins, Alexander, or Julius 
Ceſar ? Do not we believe that Cicero, De- 


moſthenes, Homer and Virgil, once were, and: 
that we'have their Books 2 Believe we not. 


that we have had Kings of this 'Realm in 
former days, and that we have now Laws 
which they enacted ?- Nor yet that we had 
Grandfathers, and Great-Grandfathers, and 
Inheritances derived trom them ? And what 


better Reaſons can we have to believe any of 


theſe things, than fuclr as we have to believe 
that theſe men were, and wrote theſe Books ? 
Truly he that will not believe that once a 


thing was, when all the evidence of its ha- 


ving been 1s given him, which can be given 
of any thing paſt; muſt needs be a very. un- 
reaſonable Fool, and not to be diſcours'd 
withal, but taugl'd at. For at this rate, no- 
thing that ever was, and 1s not now, can be 
believed, without betcer evidence of it, than 
can be given if it was, which is impoſ- 
ſible. 

2. Theſe men were ſufficiently qualified 
for writing theſe Books. For all that can be 
thought neceilary to qualify them for mag 

| thele 


The Folly of Atheiſm. 35 
theſe Books, is, Firſt, Sufficient knowledg 
of the things whereof they wrote ; and \e- 


condly, Honeſty, to write no other things 
than what they certainly knew. | 


1. Wecannot in any reaſon ſuſp:Ct them 
to have wanted fufficicat knowleds, becauſe 
they had all opportunities of well 1aformi 
themſelves. They write either of the Life 
and Deeds.of Jxsus CHRIST, whereof 
they were Eyec-witneffes ; or of his DoQtrine 
and Preaching,which they were Ear-witnelles 
of: Or elſe of 'the Deeds and Sufferings of, 
themſelves, and their Fellows, whereof they 
wete either ACtors and Sufferers, or Specta- 
tors. That which they had ſeen and heard, de- 
clared they unto us; and that in writing, as 
St. Tohn faith, 1 Joh. I. 1, 2, 3. They have 
delivered theſe things to us, whith from the 
beginning were eye-witneſſes, and Miniſters of 
the. word. .. And it ſeem'd good unto them, ha- 
wing had perfett underflanding of all things 
from: the beginning, to write unto others, that 
they alſo might know the certainty of theſe 
thinzs, as we gather from St. Luke, chap. I. 
V. 2, 3, 4 Now that there was ſuch a Per- 
fonas Jesus CHRIST, that he was born 
m the Reign of Auguſtus Ceſar , and* was 
Crucified ia the Regn of Tiberias Cefar, be- 
ing {cntenced to death by Portins Pilate ; 
"WS and 
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and that he had ſuch D#/ciples and Followers, 
not only the Teſtimony of Chri/t;axs, but 
that of Jews and Heathens, bitter Enemies 
to Chriſtianity, aſlures-us. And what ſhould 
hinder theſe men to have ſufficient knows 
ledg of what they write ? | 

2. We have no leſs reaſon to believe they 
were honeſt men, who had no delign to de- 
ceive the World. For 


Firſt, It is to be ſeen in their ebicgr 
* by all who read them, that they profeſſed 
and taught Sincerity, Truth, Simplicity, plain 
”nd upright Dealing ; condemning all Hypo- 
crifie, Lying and Guile, as odious ta. G O D, 
and damnable in men ; denouncing the heavy 
wrath and indignation of G OD againſt the 
PraCticers of theſe Vices. And as they taught 
ſo they lived ; and for this they durſt ap 

to all who knew them. Te are witneſſes 
(faith St. Paul ) and God alſo, how holly, 
and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved our 
ſelves among you, 1 Thefl. II. 10. We.have 
renounced ( ſaith he again ) the hidden things 
of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs , not 
handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by 
manifeſtation of the truth commending our ſelves 
to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God, 
2 Cor. IV. 2. 


_ Secondly, 
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Secondly, For the truth of the chief mat- 


_ ters of fat, which they relate ; they were 


bold to a to the knowledg of great mul- 
titudes then living, who might eaſily have 
diſproved them, had they told any falſhood. 
They told them of the wonderful Bir:h and 
Life of J z s u s, mentioning the very ime of 
his Birth, the place, the manrer ; his manifeſta- 
tion to the Shepherds, to the Wiſe-men of the 
Eaft, his Perſecution by Herod, with all the re- 
markable Circumſtances thereto belonging ; 
His Do#trine and Preaching, his Miracles, ſome 
whereof thoufarids at once taſted of ; his 
Death without Jeruſalem, notorious to all; 
his Reſurref#ion, witneſſed by his appearing 
to hundreds ; his viſible Aſcenfioz into Hea- 
ven : his ſending the Holy Ghoſt on the Day of 
apc to the/aftoniſhment of many who 
heard the Apoptles by him enabled to ſpeak to 
every one in his own Language; and many 
more things of this kind, concerning ſome of 
which, St. Paul was not afraid to tell Feftns 
the Governour, in the ence of King 4- 
grippa, The King knoweth of theſe things, be= 
fore whom alſo I ſpeak freely; for 1 am per- 
ſuaded that none of theſe things are hidden 
from him, for this thing was not done in a 
corner, AQts XXVI. 26. How eafic now 
had it been for the Jews to have proved 
theſe men Lyars, had they been ſo? And 

| D 3 would 
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would they not have done -it, -if they 
"92107 . | 

Thirdly, They were men but of a very 
mcan Education,, moſt of them,. and of no 
learning 3 and cannot reaſonably be thought 
able ro contrive, and invent what they write, 
oi their own heads ; and, when they had 
cone, to defend it ſo bravely as they did, for 
real truth. It muſt needs be ſuppoſed, they 
were inſtructed well in their buſineſs; and 
had a I cacher wiſer, and more powerful too, 
than themſelves ; or indeed (as # will ap- 
pear) than all the World beſides. -. And this 
was well known to be Jes us CHurIsT 
the Erernal Wiſaom of GOD; and his Holy 

Spirit of 1ruih, which He, according to his 
 Pronufe, {crr upen them (As II:) to guide 
them intq all truth, Joh. XVI;13. *Twas He 
alone who could, as he had promiſed, give 
them a mouth and wiſdom , which all their ad- 
werſaries were not able to gainſay, or reſiſt 
Luke XXL. 15. Indeed it appears, whatever 
their Education had been, they were, when 
they preached to the World, and wrote, men 
of good ſenſe and underſtanding ; who could 
teach a Religion, which now tor above Six- 
teen hundred years hath prevail'd over the 
malt learned part of Mankind : who could 
diſpute with the Learned Grecians, Acts IX. 
29, And though the Seribes and Eye, 
| | the 
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the moſt Learned Jews; Though they of 
the Synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyreni- 
ans, and Alexanarians, of Cicilia and Aſia, 
diſputed with them ; A#s VI. 9g. Tho the 
Philoſophers of the Gentiles, the Stoicks and 
Epicureans ,,encounter'd them, As XVII, 
18. yet were none of thele able to reliſt the 

Wiſdow, and the Spirit whereby they ſpake, 
Atts VI « IO, 
Fourthly , Suppoſing them men of Wit c- 
nough- for ſuch a Contrivance, yet can they 
not at the ſame time be thought ſuch Fools 
too, as to contrive ſuch things without any 
rational motive or inducement to it; ſurely, 
they- muſt have. ſome great things to pro- 
pound unto themſelves, as. the end for which 
they did this. They well foreſaw, that whag 
they did, «would expole them to all thie Evils 
of this World. - And. therefore when they 
firſt undertook it," they voluntarily left all 
they.had'in this World, to follow CH r1srT. 
They. were taught by him to dexy themſelves, 
aud to take up. the croſs, Matth. XVI. 24. 
And:told, that they mult be ſent as Sheep in 
the midſt of Wolves; be deliver'd up to Cour 
cils, and ſcourgd in the Synagogues, and ha- 
ted of all men for bis. name s ſake, Matth. X. 
16,17, 22. That in this world they ſhould have 
zribulation,. John XVI. 33. and be perſecuted, 
Joh. XV. £0. Put out of the Synagoznes, and 
D 4 killed, 
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killed, Joh. XVI. 2. All this they knew, and 
expected. They went forth to preach a Do- 
Qrine, which by the Wiſe-men of the World 
would be accounted fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. I. 23, 
And look'd on themlelves, as men ſet forth 
. of God, as it were, appointed to-death, and 
wade x ſpectacle to the warld, 1 Cor. IV. 9. 
They huzgred and thirſted, were naked, and had 
70 certain dwelling-place. Being reviled, they 
bleſſed; being perſecuted, they ſuffer d it ; be- 
ing defamed, they intreated ;, they were made the 
filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all 
things, x Cor. IV.1r. 2 Cor. IV. 8. They 
conitantly and ſtoutly indured all that befell 
them ; rejoycing that. they were counted worthy 
to ſuffer 'ſhame for the name of FESVS, 
Acts V. 41. Certain thenit is, that (as they 
proſeſſed) Their exhort ation was not of deceit, 
or of uncleanneſs, nor in 'guile ; neither did 
they at apy time uſe flattering words, nor a 
cloak of covetouſneſs . as they call'd God: to 
witneſs ) neither of men - ſought they glory, 
x Theſſ. 11-3, 5. Ga Er od they could 
not propound to- themſelves any worldly ad- 
vantage. . Well then, - either they did believe 
what they preach'd, and wrote, to be true, 
or they did not. If not, then did'they, for 
the ſake of a known and unprofitable Lye , 
forſake all that feems- good in this World , 
even whillt they hoped for nothing in ano» 


ther ; 
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ther 3 and then they muſt -be' no longer 
thought cunning and crafty men, but the 
fillieſt fools that 'ever were, and very mad- 
men. If they did: belieye themſelves, and 
chearfully endured all theſe things for 'per- 
ſuading others to bekeve, what more can we 
deſire to ſhew us, that they were honeſt and 
plain-dealing men ? | Ne” 

_ Fifth, If it be ſaid, That tho they were 
men of good ſenſe and competent underftand- 
ing, # we as honeſt well-meaning men are ea- 
fi 9 iv'd, ſo might they be by his cunning 
whom: they follow'd'; and being feduced by 
him, might in fimplicity of mind endeavour 
to deceive others. This will appear a vain 
Conceit, when *tis conſider'd, that he whom 
they follow'd, was Jzsus; a Perſon well 
—_— whilſt on Earth, = his bins and 

verſation among men. 'He t opett- 
ly; and what he taughe , notwit Randing 
his Divine Authority to command belief up- ' 
on his bare word, he did not bid them ſimply 
believe, but try and examine. The Fews, ta 
whom: he- preachd ,-had all along received 
the. Scriptures of the Old Teſtament as the 

Word. of God, and for what he taught of 
himſelf, he appeals to thoſe Scriptures. Search 
the Scriptures (faith he) for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life; and they are they which te» 
[tify of me, John Y. 39. And this is not = 

ut 
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but: he appeals for the truth -of his DoQrine, 

tothe: Works which he-wrought before their 
eyes. , The warks (faith he) which my Father 
hath given me: to finiſh, the ſame works that I 
Ado, ; bears witneſs :of me, that the Father hath 
ſent'me, John:V./36. if T do not the works 
of my Father, believe me not ; but if I do, 
though ye believe not me, believe the works; 
that ye may know and believe, that the Father 
& in me, and 1 in him, John X. 37, 38. He 
was then'a: an approved of God among them, 
by miracles," and wonders, and ſigns, which God 
aid. by hins in the mid{t:of them, as they thems- 
ſelves-alſe knew; AtQts/I. 22. And afterall, 
he hinwielf fuffered death for:the confirmation 
of his Dactrine, ' and therefore could have no 
worldly ent in deceiving his Diſciples. But 
what . greattr- evidence! ould; they ,, or: the 
World defice;: that, cherdid nat deceive them, 
than this, -'That:ag he taughtithem. to under- 
Rand his Do&rine; ſo he gave them power 
to do the {ame;kind of works; as hehad done, 
for the confirmation. of it ;; according-to his 
promiſe, John: XEV+.12. He that belitueth in 
we, the morks'tbet \T.do, ſhall he do alſo:;. and 
preater works than thefe ſpall he go, becauſt I po 
to my Father: Fhey ſaw then what he did, 
and they felt in themſelves what he had. ena- 
bled them to-do in his Name. ' Yea, many 
others law, and telt in themlelves the power 
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2nd vertue of thoſe works 'which thep did. 
Theſe works were done in the Streets ' and 
Market-places; in the Temple,' and in the 
Synagogues ; at their ſolemn Feaſts, and in 
their moſt tull Aſſemblies. So that zhe people 
hearing Chriſt, were aſtoniſh'd,' ſaying, Whence 
hath this man theſe things ? And what wiſdom 
is this which is grven unto him, that even ſuch 
mighty works are wrought by his hands * Mark 
V1.2. And the Preeſts and [Rulers of the 
Jews, when they heard Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were nnlearned, and igno- 
rant men, they marvelled, and they took know- 
ledge of them, that they had been with J E- 
SUS. And ſeeing a Miracle done by them, 
they confeſſed it, ſaying, That indeed a no- 
table miracle hath been done by them, is maxi- 
feſt to all them that dwell in Jeruſalem, and we 

cannot deny it, Atts IV. 13, 16. | 
. Laſtly, Seeing 'tis ſaid, theſe men might be 
deceived by ]ESus, and ſo deceive others; 
let it. be farther confider'd, What hopes either 
He or They could have, that ſucha Deluſion 
ſhould prevail. Hed they ſuch hope, or had 
they not? If not, would they: ſufter as they 
did, and as before-hand they knew they mult, 
merely to promote, and. carry on a Deluſion 
which they had -no hope would ever ſucceed ? 
Will any one loſeall he has, endure all pains 
ar.d miſcries, and a cruel death too, only tq 
| have 
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have the fatisfaCtion of atteinpring, what he 
thinks it in vain to attempt ? Had they ſuch 
hope ? And whence had they. it ? Could 
they hope that' the mighty Princes, and the 
great” Scholars and Wiſe-men of the World 
could be deluded by them ?. Could they hope 
that all, or many, would give ſo much Cre- 
dit to a few mean and unlearned Men, as for 
their {akes to change their Opiniens which 
they had ſuck*d in with their Mother's milk, 
wherein their Anceſtors had lived and died; 
yea; and caſt away their Gods too, whom 
they had ſo long worſhipd, and by whom 
chey thought themſelves proteQted and made 
profpþerous ? They could never dream of ſach 
a" thing , and ris plain rhat they built not 
their hope on their own Credit or Reputa- 
tion: It they had done ſo, they would have 
ſet themſelves: out to the eye of the World in 
their beſt colours ; they would have careful- 
ly 'conceal'd and hid their own Infirmities, 
andevery thing which might leffen their Re- 
__ among men; But they were very 
e in laying open to publick view their own 
Blemiſhes and Failings, their pos ahd 
their Sins. And. certainly , this 'is not the 
cuſtome of Deceivers, ar of men that would 
be believed on the ſtock of their own Repu- 
tation. It is therefore plain, That the hope 
they had of having their DoQtine received, 
| was 
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was wholly founded on the Excellence of the 
Doctrine it ſelf, and on the Power of him 


from whom they had it. _ They doubted not 


therefore to leave it to ſhift for it felf, and to 
be tried by its own apparent goodneſs. The 

fear'd not, but he who ſent them to —_ 
it , would own it, and give it acceptance 


* Where it pleaſed him it ſhould be embraced ; 


and finally recompence them abundantly for 
all their Sufferings. : 

Theſe things all confider'd, no man can 
have reaſon to doubt of their honeſty, And 
they being found both k»owing and honeſt, 
they wanted nothing to qualify them for wri- 
ting theſe things. And therefore we can 
have no cauſe todiftruſt them, telling us thay 
they wrote the word of G O D. 


3- And now if after all this, we find thar 
theſe mens writings are fach, as have all the 
Characters of Divine Truth, what more 
can we deſire ? ky 4D 

I. The Matters revealed inthem, are tru- 

ly worthy of G O D to reveal, and ne+ 
ceſſary for. Man to know, 

2. The Manner of their Revelation is ſuchy 
that the hand of G QD doth viſibly 


. 


appear 40 it. 


- 


2. The 
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3. The - Succeſs. which the Do&trine of 


theſe Writings hath had, is ſuch, as 
none but -G Q D could give it. 


In ſum,” They are ſuch things as if 
there be'a GOD; -we would judge it moſt 
fit for him to make known; and ſuch as are 
made known in ſuch a manner, as we would 
think it moſt proper for him to reveal them 
in; and ſuch as have had ſuch ſucceſs, as we 
would think ic well becoming him to give 


Go 


1. The Matters contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, are ſuch things as are truly wor- 
thy of GOD, if there be one, to reveal ; 
and neceſſary for us men to know. 


1. The Hiſtory of the Creation of the 


World, and of all things 1 in it, and of Man 
eſpecially ; ; . of God's Uziverſal Providence , 
and Government , and of his Special Provt- 
dence over thole that ſerve him; ; Of his Tudg- 
ments exgcuted on the Wicked, and his ſpecial 
Mercies to, and Deliverances wrought for the 
Righteous ; this is certainly apr to beget in 
us the moſt high thoughts and eſteem of 


GOD; the/greateſt Reverence, and molt 


humble Adoration-of 'the Divine Majeſty ; 
the moſt free ſubmiſſion, and chearful Reſig- 
nation to him, and an entire Dependance on 
him, 
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him ; /as our: Maker ;| Owner ,'\Preferver and 
Governor ;' 09: whoſe. Goodneſs .and Favour. 
depends our Life\and\Happine(s,: and whoſe: 
Diſpleaſure and Wrath mult needs be our De- 
{truction, And can we.think it unbecomin 
G O D..to acquaint us with this?--or needle 
for. us to. know it ?::. 3 2 CH 1 

- 2.; To have atrue Information of the Spe- 
cial Goodneſs of G OD to us Mex; everfrom 
fcſt;to laſt: Of his Making Man at firſt in 
his own Image, with an Immortal Soul, and 
a Beautiful Body, and his providing all things 
needful for the-good- and. welfare of . both ; 
and his\giving him the Dominion over, and 
the free »/e of molt other Creatures. - How 
Man fell from this good and honourable State, 
into all manner .of Miſery, by diſobeying 
GOD. How the World, the good Work 
of GO D, became bath ſo wicked, and fo 
tull of Troubles and Sorrows. What wile 
and gracious Methods G O D has uſed topre« 
{erveinallAges,and in the midft ofa world of 
wickedneſs, an holy. Generation of People for - 
himſelf; and what wonderful means he hath 
of his Infinite Goodneſs through Jxzsu s 
CHRIST. provided. for us ; whereby, not- 
withſtanding - our natural . Corruption and 
Guilt, we may yet again be reſtored to his- 
Favour, and our Bleſſedneſs. 


3. To 


48 The Folly of Atheiſm. 

3. To afford. us ſuch a fight of GO D's 
Nature and Attributes as we are capable of 
in this life ; his Majeſty , Immenſity, Power, 
W:/dom and Goodneſs, and all things neceſſa- 
a be under of him, in order to our 

ty towards him, and Happineſs in him. 
To open unto us thoſe unfathomable My/te- 
ries, of the Incomprehenfible TR1N1TY 
in UN1Ty, One undivided GOD in the 
Three diſtin Perſons of FATHBR, SON 
and HOLY GHosT; of the wonderful 
INCARNATION of the Eternal SON 
of. G O D for the Redemption of Sinners ; of 
his Paſſion, Reſurretion, Aſcenſion, Interceſ- 
fon, and coming again to Judement. Of the 
Miraculous ſending of the Holy GHrosrT, 
his Inſpiring of the Apoſtles with Gifts and 
Graces befitting their Office. Theſe, and the 
like, are {uch things as men could never at- 
tain to the knowledge of, but by Divine Re- 
' velation, 

4. To give us Laws whereby we are to go- 
vera our ſelves, and ſuch Laws as our own 
Reaſon being made judge, are molt Holy, and 
Fauſt, and Good; all viſibly tending to advance 
among us the Honour and Glory of G O D 
who gave them, and promote the Happineſs 
of Men to whom they are given ; binding 
us to nothing but to pay ynto GOD ſuch a 
Homage and Duty, as we mult conteſs we »4- 
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iraly owe him, and are by our Nature fitted 
to pay him ; to do our ſelves and others all 
the good we can, and no hurt at all; and to 
do every one of us what lies in our-power to 
make this world, whilſt we live in it, a pleas 
{ant, peaceable, and comfortable place of ha- 
bitation to us. | | 

5. To certifie us, What ſhall become of us; 
when by Death we ſhall go out of this world ; 
what Rewards there are for the Good, and 
what PaniſÞments for the Wicked : To ſhew 
us the twofold Eternal Future State of Happi- 
neſs and Miſery ; and that our. preſent Lite is 
our Time of T74a/ and of Diſcipline ; and as 
we behave our ſelves; doth certainly brivig us 
to one of theſe two. To aſlure us, That our 
Souls do never dye, and that our Bodies after 
Corruption, ſhall be rais'd again Incorruptible 5 
And that we miuſt in Sou! and Body be 
brought to Fudgment, and by the Laws utider 
which we have lived, be either finally con- 
dewtned or acquitted. 

Let any one ſay, what things he can ſup- 
poſe, if there bea GO D, more worthy of 
Him to reveal, or more needful for #s to 
know, thari ſuch as theſe: Could we be bet= 
ter inſtfucted in the Knowledge of either 
G OD or our ſelves? Could we be better dis 
rected how to Honour G O D, or to do good 
to our felves? Could we have had any greater 

E Encoul 


co The Folly of Atheiſm. 


Ecouragements tO Goodneſs, or any greater 
Diſcouragements to live wickedly? Could we 
detire a fairer or more ſatisfactory account of 
things not otherwiſe knowable, and yet fit 
to be known by us ? Had we not been at an 
utter loſs, and in a lamentable confuſion about 
. theſe things, had they not been thus revealed - 
to us ? Have any of the wiſeſt men 1n the 
world been able to give us any rational ac- 
count, or but indifferent ſatisfa&tion about the 
Original of the World, or of us Men, or of 
what ſhall be after Death ; what we may et 
ther fear or hope for ? In whata confounded 
ſtate had we been, and what very Beaſts muſt 
we have lived and died, without ſome know- 
ledge of theſe things? And who could ever 
have made us know theſe things, but GOD ? 
And can we then any longer think, that theſe 
things are not molt worthy of GOD to 
make known unto men ? 

2. The manner of Revelation is ſuch, that 
the Hand of G O D doth viſibly appear 1n it. 
G O D hath ſpoken unto us in his Word, in 
in as Viſible and Audible, and every way con- 
vincinz a manner, as we can conceive how, 
if therebea G O D, he ſhould do. G OD, 
as was ſaid, is in his Nature Izvi/ible ; nor 
hath he a Voice, as Bodies have, to be heard 
by ; yet hath he been ſeez and heard ſpeak- 


ing unto men, ſo as an Inviſible and Incorpo- 
real 
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ral Being or Spirit can” beſcen or heard: and 
ſo as men may know it's He that ſpeaks unto 
them. For his Word was delivered 


rt. With many viſible and audible fignificas 
tions and tokens of his Preſerce. 

2. With Prophecy, toretelling things with- 
in the compaſs of His knowledge only. 

3 With Miracles, which”are the proper 
works of Divize Power. 


1. The Atheiſt would, for his fatisfaQtion, 
ſee and hear G OD ſpeak. If it will fatisfie 
him, That G OD hath been /eez and heard 
ſpeaking, he hath been ſeez and heard both, 
ſo as any one can conceive that he could be 
ſeen and heard ; that is, in viſible and audible 
ſignifications and tokens of his Divine Pre- 
ſence. Thus did GOD call upon, and talk 
with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eaez, 
both before and after they had ſinned, Gey. IT. 
15, &c. Il. g,&c. Thus he appeared and 
ſpake unto Abraham; as Gen. XV. 1, 0c. 
XVII. r, &c. XVIII r, 23, &c. Thus did 
he appear and ſpeak unto Moſes, ina Flame of 
Fire 1n a Buſh, Exod. III. z. Ando he did 
to the 1/raclites from the Mount, #2 fire ad 

ſmoke, the noiſe of a trumpet, with thundrings © 
and lightnings, Exod. XIX. 18, 19, 20. I 
need not ſay how often, and how many ways 
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G O D hath ſo manifeſted himſelf ſpeaking 


unto men. 

But it may be the 4rhei# will ſay, If he 
himſelf could ſee or hear G O D peaking, 
he would believe it to be Hz Word which he 


heard, And truly if he be of this mind, that ' 
he will believe nothing but what he himſelf ' 


ſees and hears, heis too great a fool to be rea- 
ſoned intoany thing, and therefore not to be 
diſcours'd with at all. It has been already 
ſhew'd, what reaſon we have to believe that 
theſe men ſpeak Truth, who tell us all this of 
GOD. Andif he will not believe upon the 
beſt evidence that can þe given of a thing, 
tho it was, he cannot believeat all. However, 
ſuppoſe he ſhould himſelf ſee or hear what 
Abraham and Moſes heard and ſaw : Or ſup- 
poſe he ſhould ſee the Church fill'd, as the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple of old, witha Clozd or 
Smoke ; or hear a Yoice from the. Altar, as 
that from between the Cherubims over the 
Mevcy-Seat ; or ſuppoſe he ſhould hear and 
ſee ſuch a Yorce and Glory as thoſe at the Bap- 
tiſm of CHRris T, Lyke IIl. 22. Orat the 
Converſion of St. Paul, AQts IX. 3, 4. Or at 
the Transfiguration of our Bleſſed Sawiour on 
the Mount, Matt. 17. 5. Or ſuppoſe he 
' ſhould hear GOD calling upon him, as he 
did upon Samuel, by his name, 1Sazm. 3, 4. 
Would he not (as that Child did before E/; 
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| better inſtrufted him ), think it the voice of 


ſome other, or account of it but as a Dream 
or a Faxcy ? It he fay again, He would be 


| ſatisfied thus, and otherwiſe he cannot ; then 


I anſwer, That it is not in the power of man 
to ſay any thing that may fatisfie him ; and it 
15 much 'to be fear'd, that GO D will not 
ive him any other fatisfaQtion. For is it rea- 
onable to expeCt that G O D ſhould, merely 
to humourevery obſtinate Fool, ſhew himlelt 
every day, or as often as a wicked man plea- 
ſeth, and juſt in ſuch a manner as he would 
have him ; and for no other cauſe, but becauſe 
he is ſullen and unreaſonable, and will not be- 
lieve any thing that GOD hath formerly 
{aid or done, to fatisfie him ? Why ſhould 
G O D have ſuch hard meaſure from him, 
above all others? Will he not believe he hath 
his Father's Will and Teſtament, unleſs his Fa- 
ther himſelf, whenever he requires it, come 
from the dead to te!l him ſo? And why muſt 
G OD, who hath given him his Wi in wri- 
ting, ſufficiently atteſted, appear as he plea» 
ſeth, toconfirm it anew unto him? 

2. Much of the Wordof G O D has been 
given unto us by way of Prophecy, foretelling 
things to come, which are within the com- 
paſs of His Knowledge only ; And the Pro- 
phecies 1n the Scripture have been notoriouſly 
and undeniably fulfilled; 1 mean, ſo many of 
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them as were to be fulfilled before the days 
wherein we now live; and if theſe have been 
{9 fulfilled, we can have no cauſe to doubt, 
but all the reſt will be {o too, when the time 
thall come. Now things to come,are acknow- 
ledg'd not to be within the compaſs of man's 
knowledge, eſpecially ſuch as depend not ne- 
ceffarily on Natural Cayſes, or are not wont 
to follow one another in the ordinary courſe 
and order of Nature. We are all of us very 
{ure, That we know not what ſhall be on the mor- 
row, James IV. 14. We cannot tell what a 
day, ( no, not what the next hour or minute ) 
may bring forth, Prov. KXVII. 1. Nay, we 
know not certainly, whether or no there ſhall 
be another day, or who ſhall live to ſee it, or 
in what condition it will find us. We are not 
only ignorant of ſuch future things as are of 
lealt concernment to us, which we have little 
deſire to know, or ſeeno reaſon to enquire af- 
ter; but of the things which we molt long 
co know, and would account it a very great 
fatisfaCtion to be aſſured of, We know not 
whether we ſhall be at eaſe or in pain, fick or 
in health, alive or dead, the very next day or 
hour : We lnow not whether we jhall be rich 
or poor, or have any meat to eat, or be able 
£0 cat it, if we have it; ſo uncertain are all 
tuture things to us. Yet we are ſure, there 
nave been Propheczes of things to come, and 

very 
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very true ones too : Men have foretold things 
many hundreds of years before-hand, which 
came to paſs in- all Circumſtances of Time, 
+ Place, and Mapper, as they had been toretold. 
Some indeed have been bold enough to toretel 
things by human Art and Sk, but have on- 
ly befool'd thereby both themſelves, and all 
that truſted to them. If any of them have 
ſometimes gueſsd right, *twas either, F:r/t, 
By Chaxce ; as he that gueſſeth a Thouſand 
times, has ill luck if he gyeſs not right once 
or twice; tho he knows no more when he 
doth ſo, than when he gueſſeth wrong. Or he 
faves his credit by Craft and Cunning, as moſt 
of the old Oracles, and our Aſtrologers, who 
utter their Predi&7ons in ambiguous Expreſſ1- 
ons, which are capable of a double Senſe 
and Conſtruction : If things happen as you 
underſtood their words, they have got Credit 
without any reaſon for it; and if things tall 
out otherwiſe than you underitood them , 
. they can tell you, You were miſtaken in their 
meaning, and they meant as it hath hapned, 
*Tis true alſo, That when men will not 
hearken to the Truth of G O D, he may give 
them up to Deluſion, and may ſuffer a Decei- 
ver to hit on a Truth, to make way for the 
belief of a Lye, asa very juſt Puniſhment of 
an unreaſonable Infidelity. But zhey only, 
whoſe Knowledg of Things Future, they 
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themſelves confeſs'd to be of GOD, and 
not acquired by Human Art, and whoſe deſign 
it was, to draw men off from Idolatry, and 
every evil thing, to the Worſhip and Service 
of the True and Living God ; have conſtant- 
ly, and without failing, faretold things tru- 
ly ; andthe Event hath always verified their 
Predidtious. And who but GOD alone, 
who governs and diſpoſeth of all things 'ac- 
cording to his own Eternal Decree and Couns» 
cil, could make them ſo knowing ? In the 
Holy Scriptures we have many ſuch Prophe- 
ces; As concerning the Carrying of the Jews 
Captive into Babylop by Nebachadnezzar ; 
their Reſtoration to their own Countrey by 
Cyrus : The Succeſſion of the Four Famous 
Monarchies in Daziel: The Coming of our 
Lord T gSUs, and his Sufferings : 'The Fi- 
nal Deſtruction of the Temple, and of the 
whole Jewiſh Nation : And theſe things, with 
many more there foretold, have been unde- 
niably fulfilled. And is not thisa demonſtra- 
tion, that theſe mens Prophecies were GOD's 
own Word? Let them bring forth their ſtrong 
reaſons (ſaith G OD by his Prophet ) and 
ſhew us what ſhall happen : Let them ſhew the 
former things what they be, that we may conſi- 
dev them ; or declare us things for to come. Shew 
ws the things that are to come hereafter, that we 
may know that ye are gods, Ia. XNLI. 22, - 3, 
e 
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Tell ye, and bring them near, let them take coun- 
fel together. Who bath told it from that time ? 
Have not I the LORD? And there is no 
GOD elſe beſides me, Iſa. XLV. 21. T ans 
GOD, and there is none like me, declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are zot yet done, ſaying, 
My Couznſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my plea 
ſure,Lia. XLVI. 10, 11. 

- 3. This Word hath been deliver'd with 
Miraclesto confirm it, which are the Works 
of Divine Power only. We know that it is 
not inthe Power of Man, or of any thing 
elſe, but of the Great G OD of Natare, and 
LORD of the World, to alter any thing 
in the Courſe of Nature; to do things which 
exceed the Power of Natural Cauſes; or to 
make things act quite contrary to their Nas. 
tures, When therefore we ſee ſuch things 
done, we muſt acknowledg a Power above 
all Natural Power whereby they are done. 
Yet is it as certain as Hiſtory and Obſerwation 


can make it, that ſuch things have been done, 


and by thoſe very men from whom we have 
what we call the H/ord of GOD. 

Indeed, all things in the World, from the 
greateſt to the leaſt, are truly wonderful to us; 
as being far above, not only our Ski/! to imi- 
#ate, but alſo our Reaſon throughly to under- 
fland ; yet we call not all things Miracles, 

Only 
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Only ſuch things as rarely happen , and not 


according to the ordinary courſe of Nature, 
are accounted Miracles. As when the Fre 
refuſeth to burn thoſe that are caſt into it; 
when the Water divides it ſelf, and ſtands up 
like two walls on each hand, to let men pals 
through it on dry ground ; when the Suz 
ſtands ſtill in Heaven, and doubles the length 
of the day ; When men without any Medici 
al Art or help, by a touch or a word only, 
either take away, or reſtore ſgzht, hearing, 
health and ſtrength ; dilpoſſels Devils, com- 
mand Wirds and Seas, take life from the /:- 
ving, and give life to the dead. Theſe __ 
above the power, and contrary to the courle 
of Nature, are Miracles, And theſe, with 
others many, have been done. Not indeed 
every day , and ordinarily; for then would 
they have been diſregarded as common things, 
and ceaſe to be Wonders. Not ſecretly nei- 
ther, nor in ſome cloſe corners only ; for 
then few could have witneſſed , and fewer 
would have believed them. Neither yet 
were me done upon any flight or trivial oc- 
caſion ; tor then would they have been look*d 
on only as Caſualties and odd Chances, But 
they were done rarely; toencreaſe the woxder ; 
yet openly, to gain belief, and upon ſpecial 
and weighty Occaſions, that the Cauſe might 
be more noted. They who did them, —_ 
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that it was G OD who extraordinarily ena- 
bled them,- and that not for thezry ſakes ; but 
for his ow? Glory, and in confirmation of the 
truth of what he had ſent them to teach. In 
a word, all was to make GOD known unto 
men, and to perſuade men to ſeek their hap- 
pineſs in him. By ſuch Works did G O D 
bear witneſs to his own Word. And every one 
but a Fool will ſay, Bleſſed bethe LORD 
GOD of Iſrael, who only doth wondrous things, 
Pial. LXXII. 18. Thou art preat, and doſt 
wondrous things , thou art GOD alone, Pal. 
LXXXVI. 1x0. Underſtand ye brutiſh among 
the pleople, and ye fools, when will ye be wiſe ? 
Plal. RCIV. 8. Whoſo is wiſe, and will ob- 
ſerve theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand 
the loving-kindneſs of the LORD, Pal, 
VII. 43. 


3. The Succeſs which the Derive con- 
tain'd in the holy SCRiPTuRE hath had, 
has been ſuch, as none but G OD alone 
could give it. If the Men, who wrote theſe 
Books we ſpeak of, had not given great ſa- 
tisfattion to the World, that they ſpake from 
GOD; how came the Dofrine which they 
taught,to gain be/ief ? How came it fo to take 
root, and grow, and ſpread, as it hath unde- - 
niably done? Why have not its Enemies, the 
Wiſe-men of this World, after ſo much ſtrain- 
ing of their Wits, and uſing a!! their Art and 

Policy 
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Policy to that end, been-.yet able to convince 
men of its /ſolly, wanity or falſhood? Why 
have not all the Mighty Powers on Earth, 


bending their whole force againſt it , been 
able to ſuppreſs and ſtifle it? Whatever Stra- : 


tagems the Devil or May could invent, have 
been made uſe of to this purpoſe. Jews and 
Gentiles conſpired together to cruſh it in the 
Egg. The Heathen raped, and the people ima- 
gined a vain thing. The Kzngs of the earth ſet 
themſelves, and the Rulers took counſel toge= 
ther, againſt the LORD, and againſt his 
Anointed; ſaying, Let us break their bands 
aſunder, and caſt away their cords from us. As 
David propheſied of them, Pſal. 11. 1, 2, 3. 
The K/zzgs of the Earth have perſecuted this 
_ Religion with Fire and Sword, The Luſts of 
mens hearts riſe up in open war. againſt it 
continually. Yet hath it taken root and flou- 
riſh'd ; it has conquer*d, and made the moſt 
wonderful change imaginable in mens hearts 
and lives. This ſucceſs it has had, not a- 
mong a few ſimple ones, cafily deceived ; but 
among the molt /earzed, and underſtanding, 
and" judicious, And what can this be impu- 
ted to, but to the /ight and power of Divine 
Truth ? Indeed by its own light men may 
ealily fee all things in it, which can be pro- 

r to commend it to all who think fit to be 


govern'd by Reaſon, as all but Fools do, Y 


fi een, DW TT. lth | ad. 


The Folly of Atheiſm; 61 


Tf it be ſaid, That Idolatry is yet reigning 
over the greateſt part of the World ; and the 
fooliſh Religion of Mahomer hath had very 
wonderful Succeſs, and hath triumph'd over, 
and quite extinguiſhed Chriſt;anity in man 
places ; ſo that the leaft part of the World is 
at this day Chriſtian ; And therefore the Chr:- 
ſtian Dottrine gains little credit by its mo 
in the World. In anſwer to this, we fay 
theſe things. 


Firſt, Whichſoever of theſe Religions 
Heatheniſm, Mahometiſm, or Chriſtianity, pre- 
vail moſt, or be thought trueſt ; yet is it true 
ſtill, That all the World is of ſome Religion, 
and owns a GOD. And therefore this is noOb- 
jection againſt what we at firſt undertook to 
prove, That there is a GOD; Only it may 
{zem to weaken one of our Arguments, where- 
by we would prove this. Bur indeed it doth 
not weaken it at all. 

For ſecondly, We are now only proving, 
that our Scripture is the Word of G OD; and 
this is but one of the many Arguments we uſe 
to that end;and the reſt are convincive enough 
without it. So that ſhould this Argument 
fail us, yet our whole Argument, whereby 
we would, from our having the Word of 
G OD, prove that there is a GOD, ſtands 
good. But nether doth our argument fail 

us , 
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us, but proves what we would prove 
by it. ; | 
"os thirdly , We ſay not, that the Chri/fti- 
an Doctrine 1s receiv'd by a/l men, or by 
eoſt men, or by more than they who are of 
other Religions. All we fay is this, It was 
in a very ſhort time received in oft parts of 
the, then kyown World ; though for the ſins 
of them who profeſs'd it, G OD hath ſut- 
fer'd it in many places to be rooted out again. 
Nor doth this lefſen its Credz#r, but rather 
confirms its zr#th. For this 1s the fame 
which it ſelf foretold, and ſhews the care 
that GOD takes of it ; who as he will nor 
{ufter it to bequite loſt, ſo neither will he al- 
ways afford it them who abuſe it. "Thus was 
it foretold to the Church of Epheſus, Rev. IT. 
5. 1 will come unto thee quickly, and remove thy 


Candleſtick out of its place, except thou repext. 
And thus it happen'd to that and other 


Churches. Accordingly as our Bleſſed ] z- 


Sus had told the Jews, Matth. XXT. 43. 
1he Kingdom of GOD ſhall be taken from 
you, and given to a Nation bringing forth the 
fruit thereof, "Though therefore Heatheniſm 
or Mahometiſm fill more of the World than 
Chriſtianity, yet hath the Chriſtiau Doctrine 
had the /ſucce/s which we ſpeak of. 

Fourthly, Though at this day it prevails 
not over oft of the World, yct it flouriſheth 
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in the moſt C:w1/izedand Learned parts of it. 
Whereas Idolatry and Mahometiſm prevail on- 
ly among the more rude, iUiiterate, barbaros 
and brutiſh ſort of People. 

Beſide this, Fifthly, it hath had the ſucceſs 
we ſpeak of, by fair, rational and indearing 
Minhods, by gentle Perſuaſions, and convin- 
cing Reaſons; by its own vilible purity and 
goodneſs; by the power of Miracles; without 
any uſe of force or violence : But other Relt- 
gions prevail only upon the account of Educa- 
tion, and Cuſtom, and an Afettation of tread- 
ing in the ſteps of Forefathers; or elſe by Vio- 
lence and Compulſion, Fire and Sword. 

Again Sixthly, Other Religions are up- 
held, by keeping men in #2zoraxce, 'and de- 
priving them of the means of kzowledge. And 
it is no wonder that the greateſt part of the 
World is ſtill in exror, when the /;2ht of zruth 
is ſhut out from it. They can ch#u/e no better, 
who are ſuffer'd to kzow no better. But the 
Chriſtian Religion ſeeks not for the advantage 
of mens blindzeſs, and being in the dark. 
"Twas ſent To open mens eyes, and to turn 
them from darkneſs to light , and from the 

ower of Satan unto GOD, AQs XXVI. 18. 
It chargeth all it meets with, to Prove all 
things, ad hold faſt that which is good, 1 Thefl. 
V. 21. If it prevail among men, 'tis by rea- 
ſon, and light , and kzowledoe, Men chuſe 


other 
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other Religions as blind-men do beauties, by 
chance. And ſo the moſt deformed is all one 


with the moſt handſome + But Chriſtians 


chuſe by fight and jrdgment. 

Laftly, Other Religions do favour and flat- 
ter men's Corr#ptions, and humor fleſh and 
blood. "But the Chriſtian eng proclaims 
open war againſt r:1cjez croileth mens cor- 
rupt Inclinations, contradicts their natural 
Humors, commands them -to deny them- 
ſelves, and their own Wills, morrifies their 
darling Luſts, crucities the Fleſh, deſtroys 
Selfiſhneſs, commen''s patience , Iays the 


Croſs in their way and injoins them to bear 


it in hope of things not yet ſeen, and far off, 
That other. Religions prevail , what wonder 
is it ? Neither can it be any argument that 
they are of G OD. + en can eaſily invent, 
and are ready to embrace, and will be very 
fond of, and not eaſily change a Religion 
that indulgeth their Luſts. But that Chriſtia- 
zity, commanding men to offer violence to 
themſelves, and to part freely with what they 
love beit, ſhould be receiv'd by any conſides 
rable number of men, is very wonderful in- 
deed, and ſhews it to be of GOD. The 
power of Luſt and Corruption is enough to 
make men'embrace other Religions ; bur the 
Power of GOD only; and of ſupernatural 
Grace, could prevail with men to accept of 
this. 1 have 
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I have now done with the frf Argument, 
to prove it reaſonable to believe, that there i 
4 GOD, and have {hewn, that if the 4:he:iſf 
would have G OD {ſhew himſelf to be, by 
ſome ſuch viſible and audible fignitications and 
tokens of his being, as we are capabl: of per= 
ceiving him by, he has all the reaſon that 
can be to believe that he hath done ſo. And 
I have inſiſted the longer upon this Point, 
that in ſhewing the folly of tlie Atheiſt, L 
might at once ſhew rhe -folly of the 4nti- 
ſcriptariſt; and that he is as well a Foo' who 
denies the Scripture to be the Word of GOD; 
as he that ſays, There is vo GOD. 


TI. If this kind of manifeftation of himſelf; 
which G O D hath given us in his Mord, will 
not ſuffice; how elſe would the Atheiſt have 
him to manifelt himſelf for his ſatisfaction ? 
Will he be fatisfied, if it be ſhew'd him; 
That G O D hath imprinted ſuch a ſenſe of 
his being 1a mens minds, that they are riot 
only capable of perceiving, but generally 1n- 

' Lam now 
to ſhew him, that G O D hath done this; and 
that Mankind hath generally been very ſen(ts 
ble thar there is a G OD. 

Indeed we have the 'Feſttmony of 4#-els 
and Mez to a:'ure us of this; and one would 
think this ſhould be enough; for when every 

F thing 
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thing that hath reaſon , bears witneſs of a 
thing, he that yet disbelieves it, muſt confeſs 
that he doth ſo againſt all the Reaſon in the 
World ; and he thai contradicts all Reaſon, 
mult needs be a Fool. | 

As for the Teitimony of Arpels, *tis in 
vain to trouble the 4theift with it; for An 
gels are inviſible Spirits; and for the ſame 
reaſon that he denies there is a G O D, he will 
alſo deny that there are any inviſible Sprrzrs ; 
ſeeing theſe can no otherwiſe appear, or ma- 
nife{t themſelves unto men,' than we have al- 
ready ſhew'd that G O D hath done. ' ho 
therefore it be as evident, as it cat be made, 
that there are ſuch Spzri#s, both good and bad, 
and that they have kate born witneſs of 
GOD; yet ſeeing it is but the ſame kind of 
Evidence, wich what we have ſpoken of al- 
ready, I ſhall not at all inſiſt upon it now, 
but only on that which we have from the ge- 
neral conſent of Mazxkind. 

Now this Tef#:mony of men for the being 
of a G OD, is not to be (lightly regarded ; it 
having all the Advantage that Humane Teſti- 
-ony can have. It is not the Teſtimony of 
ſome few men, but of Mankind generally. 
It is not the witneſs of a/{ men in ſome oze or 
zwo Apes of the World, or of ſome whole Na- 
tions only ; but of all Nations, and of all A. es 
and Generations, ſince there have been any 

men, 
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men , whom we could hear of, in the 
World. + WE, 
| Muſt it not be a very fooliſh thing in any 
man, to make himſelf confident of a thing, 
whereof fuf he can have no degree of aſſu- 
rance; and ſecondly, whereof the generality 
of men. think themſelves very ſure ? There 
can hardly be a clearer evidence of one's being 
a Foo/, than this, That he takes himſelf to 
be wiſer than all the World beſides ; and that 
too 1n holding an Opinion, wherein he cannot 
pretend to any evidexce at all to ground it 
upon. - Let us therefore here conſider tliefe 
things. | 


Ts There has not been, at any te, in atiy, 
place, any Yeople, diſcover'd upon the face of 
the whole Earth, that hath not own'd a 
GOD. The moſt barbaroxs, wild, and even 
brutiſh People, without any kind of Learning, 
or common Czv:lity, in their Manners hardly 
diſtinguiſhable fromi the Beaſts of the Ficld 
by any thing elſe but this, have been found 
to have ſome ſort of Religious Worſhip among 
them. Though many of them have had no 
knowledge of the true and /iving G OD, tor 
want of inſtruction ; yer —_— they rather 
fall down, and worſhip any thing, either in 
Heaven, or upon Earth, yea the very Devils 
themlelvs, than nothing at all.So deeply is this 
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truth, that there is « GOD, ingraven, as it 
were in the very Nature of Mankind, that no- 
thing could ever yet eraze, or wear it quite 
out. Even that groſs Idolatry which reigns 
over ſo great a part of the World, is enough 
to ſhame the Atheiſt; for thereby is it mants 
feſt, that.the World hath never counted any 
thing more abſurd and fooliſh, than to thin 

that there is =o GOD. Men not knowing 


who isthe true G O D, were yet ſo fully con- 


vinced that there muſt be jome GOD; that 
they would worſhip any thing ,, that they 
thought could do them either good or hurt 
rather than nothing at all. | 
And as this was the belief of all in general; 
ſo look by how much any Nation was more 
civilized and cultivated by good Literature ; 
oO MuC1! the more care there was taken about 
Religion , as among the Egyptians, Greeks 
and Romans. And ſuch Perſons as had the 
beſt opporrunitics, and greatett abilities, for 
the ſearch and diſcovery of Truth, were abun- 
dantly ſatisfied themſelves, and took pains to 
{ausfy others in the reaſonableneſs of this be- 
lief. And /aftly, they above others, who with 
good reaſon were eſteem d the beſt of men; 
I mean ſuch as endeavour'd ro do the World 
mott good ; who lived virtuouſly, and jultly, 
2nd did what they. could to make men the 
berter, and the happicr for them ; were al- 
| ways 
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wifys the moſt zealous and earneſt Promoters 
and Maintainers of this belief. When there- 
fore 'tis apparent, that Mankind gezerally, and 
more eſpeciat'”, rhe Learnedſft, the Wiſeſt, and 
the i5e/# of men have always believed this ; 


doth not the Atheiſt ſhew himſelf a Fodl in 


contradicting all men ; having no berter Rea- 


ſon for his Opinion, than only his own Ima- 
gination ? | 

Lf any ſhall obje, That it is upon Record, 
that there have been ſome Atheiſts: in the 
World, and therefore tis not true, that we 
have the Uziverſal Conſent of Mankind, 
The Anſwer to this ObjeCtion is very eafie. 


7. Many of them who were call'd Atheiſts, 
were not {o indeed ; but the molt Relig:onus 
Perſons of their time. It was not becauſe 
they denied that there is a G OD, but becauſe 
they denied thoſe Idols, which the Heathens 
worſhipped, to be Gods indeed, that thoſe 
blinded Idolaters called them Atheiffs. And 
upon this account it was, that the Primitive 
Chriſtians of old were by thoſe Taolaters 
charg'd with Atheiſm. 

2. Suppoſe ſome few have denied that there 
is a GOD; yet were they ſo few, and in» 
conſiderable, in compariſon of the reſt who 
ownda GOD, that they ought not to be 
pace named in oppoſition to a general Con- 

Wy ſent. 
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ſent. Tf, I ſay, The generality of Mankind 
have Eyes and Sight , is it reaſonable to ſay, 
it is nat true, becauſe an odd man here or 
there is born blind ? If, I ay, Men are Ra- 
tional Creatures ; will any think it a ſuffici- 
ent confutation of this, that he can ſhew me 
now and then a natural Fool? With as little 
reaſon, when I ſay, Men generally own a 
GOD, can any one objeQ, it is not true; 
becauſe he can name one or two odd men, in 
fo many Millions, that have been fo blind 
and fooliſh, as not to ſee and know, what all 
others ſee and know. © 

. Theſe few that have denied a G OD, 
had not been taken ſo much notice of, had 
they not been wery few indeed ; and for their 
rarity 1t is, that they were then wozder d at, 
and ſince are recorded in Hiſtory, But as they 
were noted for the fngu/arity of their Opini- 
on, ſo were they hated for their wickedzeſs, 
branded as infamous, and as Enemies of Man- 
kind. The World was weary of them; and 
as ſoon as any one began to be ſuſpeCted to be 
of this Opinion, his C:rzzens baniſh'd him out 
of their Society, as one unfit to live among 
Mankind. Which is an Argumeat, that it 
is ſo natural tomen to own a G OD, that he 
who do h not ſo, has ever been look*d on as a 
M nfier or { mething that deſerves not ro be 


reckon'd among men, * X 
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4. Theſe very few, how confident ſoever, 
could never produce any conſiderable reaſons 
for their opinion ; and to talk confidently 
without reaſon, is but to rave like one ina 
high Feaver, and not worthy to be heeded. 
Now the Arhieſt hath fo little to ſay for hims 
ſelf, that he has not been able to make many 
believe, That ever he believed himſelf in this: 


- point; inſomuch that it is at this day a great 


Queſtion diſputed among Learned Men, whe- 


' ther there cag be ſuch a thing asan Arheiſt :2 


Judgement.[t can hardly be ſaid in propriety of 
ſpeech, that a man believes what he can ſhew 
no reaſon for believing: And therefore whillt 
the Atheiſt can give no reaſon for what he 
faith, ſaying,T here is no GOD ; we may lay, 
He doth not believe there is a GOD; but it ſeems 
we cannot ſay, He believes there is none. And 
the main Reaſon of his Unbelief, ( for it is 
no more) when well ſearch'd into, will be 
found no other , but that very ſame upon 
which there are too many Upbelievers now, 
The love of Wickedneſs makes the thoughts 
ofa GOD very uneaſie to men, and they 
are very unwilling to entertain a Belief that 
will not ſuffer them to fulfil their Luſts with 

Peace of Mind. | 
5. Lofily, Remember, That as we have 
read and heard of tome A4heitz; ſoalſo have 
we read or beard this alſo of them ; Thar for 
F 4 all 
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all the ſhifts they could make, they could not 
ſo fully fatisfie themſelves, as to quiet their 
own Conſciences. Bluſter indeed they would, 
and makea noiſe in the day-time, as if they 
fear'd nothing ; Buſineſs and Company di- 
verted them trom talking much with them- 
ſelves, orentrzng upon {erious thoughts : But 
when night came, and filence was made 
when they were alone and at leiſure, and had 
nothing to do but to think ; whenever their 
thoughts were fixt on this ſubje&, their fears 
alſo came along with them, and they could 
not ſoeafily as they deſired, get quit of that 
GOL, whom they uſed fo contidently to 
dche. Indeed thereare too many who take 
2 too effeCtual courſe to prevent this trouble z 
they are very careful to keep their heads day 
and night ſo full of the world, and of their 
Luſts and Yanities, that the thoughts of 
GOD can find no room : And thus they 
conſtantly bufie their minds, till ſleep arreſts 
them. But take any thinking man, that con- 
cerns himſelf at all about GO D, anda fu- 
ture State, who is willing ſometimes to think 
what he is, whence hecame, and whither he 
Thall go when he dies; and he ſhall never be 
able to fatisfie himſelf fo fully, that there is 
no G ON, but he will find himſelf ſome- 
times afraid thar there is ; and more eſpecial- 
ly, whea he thinks himſelf near dying, or in 
+ : any 
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any great danger. The Bloody Emperor, 
that would own na G OD but himſelf, 
would, when it Thundred, run under his bed 
to hide himſelf. And one that denied a G O 
all his life long, grew very fad upon his death- 
bed; and being-.ask'd by them who heard his 

hs, If he believed thereis a G O 1}, and 
if it was that which made him ſigh? No, 
(faith he) I do not believe tt, only L am 
thinking in what a ſad condition I ſhall pre» 
ſently be, if there be one, as I know not but 


there is. And poſſibly we may have heard 


of one , too well known of many, of 
whom 'tis ſaid, that notwithſtanding his ma- 
ny boaſts and great confidence, he durſt ne- 
ver be alone in the dark, or go to ſleep with- 
out a candle lighted up by him. , 

Lay this together, and then ſay, if he be 


- not a Fool, who contrary to the general Senſe 


and Reaſon of Mankind, will needs be con- 
fident that there is no GOD? Is not hea 
Fool, who dares conclude, That ( except him- 
ſelf, and it may be two or three more jutt like 
himſelf whom the world, of all others, could 
beſt ſpare, and whom ir could heartily wiſh 
to be rid of ), all men inthe world have been 
either Kyaves in making, or Fools in belie- 

ving a Lye ? 
2, But this Argument from the general 
fenle of Mankind, 15 yet Capable of a farther 
: 1M» 
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improvement. For it is to be confider'd How, 
and upon what account, the whole World 
ſhould in this one point come to be of the 
{ame belief. 

It is not an ordinary thing, to find great 
multitudes of people, all of Oze mind, about 
matters of great and xear concernment, if 
they be not very obvious and plain either to 
Senſe or Reaſon. Ven ſtand divided into con- 
trary Opinions about many things, and eſpe» 
cially about matters of Religion, and the ſeve- 
ral ways of Religious Worſhip ; and areas con- 
trary to one another, as Light and Darkneſs, 
even in their choice of the gods whom the 
worſhip. How 1s it then, that they all 7 
unanimouſly conſent in this Firſ# Principle of 
Religion, That there isa G OD to be wor- 
ſhipped? This is not a thing obvious to 
Senſe. It is not ſtrange, that all ſhould agree, 
That thereis a Suz in the Heavens, giving 
light to the world, becauſe they ſee it. But 
they ſeenot GO D. How then are they all 
agreed in this too, That there is a G O D, 
unleſs this be as obvious to Reaſon, as the 
other is to Senſe? And if it be {o, he that 
denics it, muſt be a Fool, for denying what 
is obvious to the Reaſon of Mankind. 

T can think of no more but two Wah, 
whereby men ſhould be brought univerſally 
to conſent in a thing of {o weighty concern- 

| ' ment, 
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ment, which is not obvious to their ſenſes : 
Either , Firſt, The Being of a GOD is a 
thing ſo imprinted in Natare, that the Reaſoz 
of man cannor be awake, and conſider things, 
but it muſt needs perceive it, Or, Secondly, 
Men have been taught ir at firſt, and have 


| ſucceſſively taught it to one another, from 


the beginning. And take which we will of 
theſe, and it will be found a moſt reaſonable 
thing to believe it. 


Firſt, If this be a Truth imprinted in Na- 
ture, 1{o that it cannot be worn out by time, 


and become inviſible, bur ſo ſoon as men ar- 


rive at the uſe of Reaſon, and make uſe of it 
as they ought, they cannot but ſee it ; Then 
whoſoever faith, That there is no G.O D, 
muſt needs be a Fool. For he muſt needs be 
a Fool, who perſuades, onendeavours to per- 
ſuade himſell, a thing isnot, which it is /Va- 
turalto him to diſcern, and which he can no 
ſooner open, and ule as he ought, the Eye of 
his Soxl to look after, but he muſt needs ſee 
it. If thenitbe Natezral to men, by the uſe 
of Reaſon to diſcern the Being of a GOD; 
and if this be the reaſon why men generally 
( notwithſtanding all their other diſagree- 
ments) are agreed in this Belief; then is it 
both Reaſozableand Natural for men to be- 
lieveit ; andif any one belieyes it not, it is 

| becaule 
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becauſe he is not a Perfef# May, but is defe- 
Ative in ſome Faculty eſſential to Mankind : 
It muſt be either becauſe he wants theuſe of 


Reaſon, or becauſe he will not uſe it ; and 


whichſoever it be, no man can deny him to 
be a Foo/; For what is it elſe to be a Fool, 
but either to wax the common ule of Reaſon, 
or to make no good uſe of it ? 


Secondly, If men have been at firſt taught 
this, and fo have taught it one another ſuc- 
ceſfvely throughout all generations, to this 
day ; and thus it hath been univerſally recei- 
ved as a Truth by I-ftrx#ion, and uninter- 
rupted Tradition, throughout all Ages and 
Parts of the World ; This muſt alſo be ac- 
counted a very = reaſon to believe it true, 
and that it could come originally from no other 
but G OD himſelf. 

Yet here the Atheift will needs imagine, 
that he has gain'd a conſiderable advantage. 
Some cunning men, ( faith he) for ends 
of their own which they would ſerve by it, 
ſet abroach this Opinion; and moſt men, 
ſeeing how uſeful it proved for the preſerva- 
tion of Order and good Government, eaſil 
entertained it; and Rulers, finding the a ; 
vantage of it to themſelves, have done all 
they could to countenance 4t, and have pu- 
niſhed all that quettion'd it ; And thus, = 

ut 


WW UW wy GAY err TP LI 


The Folly of Atheiſm. #57 
but a Politick Invention at firſt, it hath pre« 
vail'd at length, as a certain Truth. 

Now if we had no other Reaſons but mere 
Tradition for the Belief of a G © D, I confeſs 
what is here ſaid, might ſeem more plauſible 3 
and yet, when well conſider'd, not very credi- 
ble. However, it 1s no more, but one of the 
Fool s May-bes, on which he is content to 
venture his Soul, and all his —_— and[ 
think him no leſs a Foo! for that : He ima- 
gines, it may be thus; but dare. he ſay, He 
knows it is thus indeed ? No; but he is {6 
afraid of all thoughts of a G OD, that he* 
is willing to have any thing thought true, 
rather than- that it ſhould be thought that 
there isa GOD, to whom he muſt give af 
account of himſelf. Ir is certain , that the 
world generally has believed, there is a GOD, 
the Atherſt cannot deny that : And we all 
know by experience, T hatall men are not ve- 
ry apt, 1n mattersof ſo weighty concernmeat, 
to be of one opinion, where the thing is not 
very obvious to Senſe or Reaſon. The 4theif 
knows this roo : And yet rather than it ſhall 
be thought, that it is lo agreeable to Reaſon, 
that men cannot but generally conſent in it, 
without ſeeming enemies to Reaſon ; the 
Atheiſt will again fet his Fancy a-work, to 
imagine what elſe may be. And what has he 
now hit upon ? Why, It may be the whole 

World 
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World has been always deceiv d by ſfome- 
body, he 74 not by whom, into the be- 
lief .of a GOD. Itis an endleſs thing to an» 
ſwer Dreams, a Sick-mans Ravings, or a 
Fool's Fancies. However , let it be conſi- 


dered, 


1, What is already faid, That the 4rheiſf 
cannot pretend to know what he ſaith, to be 
true; but ſaithonly, It may be fo for ought 
he knows. And then for us co ſay, It may not 
be ſo, for ought he knows, is anſwer enough 
+ to all he has ſaid, and to prove him a Fool too 
for ſaying it : For if iteither may be, or may 
not be ſo for ought he knows, he's a Fool for 
venturing his Soul upon its being ſo. The 
World is now ſome Hundreds above Five 
Thouſand Yearsold, and no man in this long 
tra&t of time could ever yet diicover this For- 
gery here imagined : No man couldever find 
out who it was that firft ſerabroach this Opi- 
nion; or in what Age or Part of the World 
it firſt began; or indeed where at any time it 
was not, or thatever there was a time when 
it was not the Univerſal Opinion of Mankind. 
It is as old, as is the memory of Man upon 
the Earth; for the very firſt Vian that has 
been heard of in the World, was of this opi- 
nion. And whatever Fſtory gives us any 
account of Mez, ſince the appearance of the 
Firſt 
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_ man, aſſures us withal, That thoſe men 
didowna GOD. Yea, we find not only 
that it wasever the opinion of the anciently- 
known Parts of the World, but alſo of thoſe 
very lately-diſcover'd parts of it, which have 
had for many Thouſands of Years, ( as far 
as we can underſtand) no manner of Cor- 
reſpondence with the reſt of Mankind. So 
that if this Opinion was propagated both to 
them and us by Tradition, then This Tradition 
can hardly have any later date; than that of 
the Univerſal Flood in the days. of Noah, a- 
bout Four thouſand Years ago. 

2. Think therefore, it it be not much 
more likely , That this Belief was at firſt 


taught the World by GOD himſelf, than 


by any ſuch Cunning man as the Atheiſt 
dreams of, It began 1n the very firſt man 
that we have had any notice of ; 1t hath con- 
tinued ever ſince, through all Generations of 
men that we have heard of in all parts of the 
world : And is it not then moſt likely, that 
it was taughtthe Firſt man by G OD him- 
ſelf ? There is no difficulty in conceiving this, 
and we haveas good evidence as we can de- 
ſire, that it was ſo indeed. But we have no 
manner of Evidence at all, that it was an 1z- 
vention of ſome later man, nor is it eafily 
conceivable how it ſhould be ſo. For, 


* It 
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3. It is noteaſie to imagine, how that man 
( whoever the Arh if would have him to be) 
ſhould perſuade all thoſe who had always li- 
ved without any thoughts of a GOD, fo 
generally to believe him: He, or a few more 
with him, could not be of Power enough to 
compel all:men by force into this belief. Force 
indeed may compel men -to make a /hew of 
believing what they believe not ; but robe- 
lieve indeed, what men can ſee no reaſon for 
believing, no Force in the world can compel 
men: But thar men ſhould univerſally be 
compelled, ſo much as to make a ſhew of be- 
heving what they believed not, by the power 
of ſome oze, ora few men, 1s a thing altoge- 
ther incredible. If then ( as the Arhesf would 
have it ). any one, or ſome few men, did at 
firſt perſuagſe rhe world into this belief, which 
it had notSefore, and which, conſidering the 
corruption of men, we may be ſure it had 
no mind to entertain ; he muſt needs do it b 
making the thing proppunded to their beliet; 
appear tothem very reaſonable; For, 


Firſt, Tho ſome ſill and unconſidering peos 
ple might eaſily be deceived by men of . raft 
and Subrilt , yet we cannot fuppoſe all men 
to have been ſo {imple and incon(iderate, And 
*tis well known, thatthe moſt K,coming; Lear- 
ved, and Wiſes haye ever been of this Heli 

an 
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and therefore it muſt be Reaſon that could 
perſuade them to it. | 

Secondly, Tho the men of ſome one Age 
had been ſo ſimple, as to be impoſed upon by 
a Fillacy or Deceit, yet had no age after it 
the Wit to find it out ? Why could no Witty 
Atheiſt, with all his ftock of Reaſon and 
Lezrning, which he is wont to brag on, diſco- 
ver the Fallacy, ' and undeceive the world 
again? Certainly there have been in ſome 
Ages of the world, ſince this Opinion firſt 
came in, men of good Senſe, and a competent 
Underftanding to know Reaſon when they 
hear 1t:* Why then has no Atheiſt all this 
while, by his better Reaſons,convinced at leaſt 
the more Underſtanding part of mankind, of 
chis Error which he ſuppoſerh them to have 
been led into ? OY 

Thirdly, Men are generally ſo mach in love 
with wickedneſs, that, Firſt, They muſt have 
been very Weighty Reaſons that could perſuade 
any conſiderable number to believea G OD ! 
And Secondly, Very Weak Reaſons, could they 
but find any at all, may ſeem enough to per- 
ſuade them, There is no G O D. 

There 1s nothing in the world more unwel- 
come to a wicked man, than any. talk of a 
G OD. - To be bid to believe that there 1s 
one by whoſe holy and ftrift Laws he is to be 
ruled in all his thoughts, words, and deeds ; 

| G one 
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one whois every where preſent with him, ob- 
ſerving his whole behaviour, and keeping an 
_ exatt Regiſter of all his fins ; one who will 
call him to an account, and will puniſh him 
for all his wickedneſs ; this goes exceedingly 
againſt the hair : *Tis this that fills his Soul 
with fears; and troubles his mind with {ad 
thoughts; and marrs his frothy mirth, and 
{poils his ſinful pleaſures, and afrights him 
from his wicked deſigns, and will not let him 
quiecly have his own will, nor allow him to 
humour himſelf, and make much of his 
fleſh, This bridles his appetite, reſtrains his 
| luſts, croſſes his natural inclinations, lays a 
bar in the way of his worldly intereſts, cuts 
him ſhort in his deſired liberties: And be- 
cauſe of all this, he would be glad in his heart 
that any one could aſſure him, That there is 
no GOD. Hence it appears, That the 4- 
theiſt hath all the advantages on his fide, that 
he can defire, to enable him to convince men 
of this Error, if it be one. By reaſon of their 
corruption, men are very ready to hearken to 
him, and defire nothing more, than to hear 
him prove what he ſays; yea, they would 
reward him at any rate for his pains. It's a 
very ealie thing to perſuade men unto what 
they love; and a weak argument is —_— 
enough to make men believe what they would 
faia believe : Why then s the wicked man's 
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ws friend the Atheiſt ſo ſparing of his Rea: 
ons, when he may ſo tairly hope to convince 
men by them? The truth is, by all this it 
plainly appears, both that they are very frog 
Reaſons, that prevail with men. againit cheir 
awa corrupt inclinations, to believea GOD 3 
and that the Atheiſt has xo Reaſon at all oa 
his ſide, ſeeing he is not able ro convince men, 
'who fain would haye it ſo, That there is 
no G OD. | 

Fourthly, What end had this Imaginary 
man, which the 4:heift talks of, in potring 
this Opinion of a G O D, into mens heads * 
It was (faith he) to make men more tame, 
and to bring them under Government and 
Laws. And 'tis very true, that men may ea- 
fily be made ſenſible, that without Govern 
ment and Laws, we {ſhould all be like ſo ma- 
ny wild beaſts of prey, tearing and devouring 
one another ; and that nothing can make men 
more governable, than the belief of a G OD. 
But after all this, what does that which the 
Atheiſt ſaith, amount to? This we will readi- 
ly grant him, 2 

t. That conſidering the general wickedneſs 
of mankind, Governmeat. and ſevere Laws 
are very neceſlary things, 

2. That the belicf of a GOD, is that 
which, above all other things, will ſooneſt 
bring men to ſubmit to Government. 

G 2 3. That 
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3. That if the belief of a GOD, were 
ar} gnvention of man, it were a very proper 
invention for the making men more gover- 
nable. 

But now the thing which we would hear 
po is, That the belief ofa GOD is 
but an invention of man for that end. . G o- 
vernment, indeed, will never be upheld in the 
world, withour this belief, and therefore this 
belief is neceſſary ro uphold Government : 
But will it now follow from hence, Fhat this 
belief is only a device of man, to uphold Go- 
vernment? No certainly ; but this follows 

which the Atheiſt has no mind to: hear of ), 

hat he who thinks there is no G OD, is an 
Enemy to Government, and ought not to 
have the Protection of Government, nor to 
enjoy the Privileges of a Subject ; but ought 
to be baniſh'd from all Societies of men, as 
the greateſt enemy to them in the world. 

And now, ſeeing it is granted by the 4- 
theift, That this belief is fo neceflary for the 
maintaining of Civil Government in the 
world ; I will be bold hence to infer a Con- 
clufion quite contrary to his, viz. That it is 
the more-likely for that to be true, and to 
come from G OD, and not to'be an inventi- 
on -of man.. And the reaſonableneſs of this In- 
ference will thus appear : 


1. Go- 
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1. Government and Laws are on purpoſe 
to tic men up to live by Rae, to reſtrain 
them within the bounds of Juſtice and S9- 
briety; to keep them trom taking the liberty 
they would otherwiſe take, and from having 
their own wills in every thing that they ma 
havea longing mind unto. Now that which 
could perſuade men to be thus zied up and 
reſtrain d, muit needs appear to them very 
reaſonable in it ſelf, oiherwile they would 
never be brought to thruſt rheir Necks iato a 
Yoke fos the fake of ſomething, which they 
ſaw not before-hand good reaſoz to believe. 
If the Arheiſt ſay, That though they ſaw no 
reaſon before-hand to believe that there 1s a 
GO 14), yet the benefit of good Government, 
and the defire of ſafety, which they could not 
have without Government , was enough to 
make them content, whether they believed it 


.or no, that it ſhould paſs for a truth. In 


ſaying this, he confutes himſelf ; for if the 
deſire of ſafety, not to be had without Go- 
vernment, Was it that perſuaded them to ad- 
mit this opinion of a G OD, true or falſe; 
and merely for the ſake of Government , be- 
cauſe without it they could nat be ſafe : Then 
did their own ſafety ſufficiently convince them 
of the neceſſity'of Goveryment, and was &- 
nough to perſuade them to admit of it with- 
out the belief of a GOD. And lo the 4- 

| G 3 theiff's 
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theiſt's Politician was only a Politick Would-be, 
and would ſeem wiſe in inventing a thing 
there was no need of ; for tis plain, that the 
belief of a G O D was not neceſfary in order 
to Government , if the delire of ſafety was 
enough to perſuade*men to it, But this ve- 
ry pretence of the Atheiſt, That the Opinion 
ofa GOD was fer on foot to uphold .Ge- 
vernment, is a confefſion, that all other mo- 
tives to ſubjeCtion withour this belief, are in- 
ſufficient; and ſeeing this belief is the princi- 
pal morive to admit of Government , men 
muſt needs before-hand ſee good reaſon for 
it, for otherwiſe it could be no motive at 

all. 
2. If the belief of a GOD be the princi- 
pal thing that holds men in ſubjeQion to C- 
vil Goverement , and within the bounds of 
u/tice and Sobriety,. then if it be not a rrue 
belicf, it muſt be.granted, That a Lie is the 
very foundarion of all Vertze and Goodneſs, 
Peace and Order, Juſtice and Honeſty, Fide- 
lity and Safety among men ; and it 1s for the 
great good of the whole World, and fo the 
duty of all men to' believe a Lie ; And that 
there is nothing ſo wicked, becauſe nothing 
can be ſo dangerous, miſchievous and pernici- 
ous to Mankind, as fo believe the Truth, It is 
a truth (ſaith the Atheiſt ) that there is no 
GOD. Then 1s zr»th, and the belief of it 
"his 
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the fountain of all evi! and miſchief, diſor- 
aer and confuſion. "Tis a Lie (faith he again) 
to ſay, there xa GOD. Thena Lze, and 
the be/ef of it, is the fountain of all Goodneſs 
and YVertue, and of all the happineſs too in 
the World. Can any one but a Fool believe 
this? And yet he muſt believe it,- that be- 
. lieves the Arher/t ſaying, That the-belicf of a 
'GOD is only an /wertion of man to-keep 
the World in good order. SILLS 
. This is enough to be ſaid of our Second Ar- 

ument to demonſtrate'the: 4rheift's tolly, ta- 

en from the gexeral Conſent of Mankind. . 
Andfurely, he can hardly be thoughta W:/e- 
man himfelf, who ventures to call rhat man 
wiſe, whom the whole World, as we have 
ſeen, calls a Fool. 


HI. I come to the Third Argument ground- 
ed on the Works of GOD : And this I may 
call the Teſtimony of the whole Creation, Of all 
things animate and inanimate, If there are 
fuch Works, as are the viſible Efe#s of an 
Eternal Being, of Infinite Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, there muſt needs be a G O D; and 
he mult be a Foe! that faith, rhere is none, 
And here again we have a far more /ikely 
cauſe of the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind 
in this belief, than that which the Arheiſt 
imagined as poſſible only. By the Effet the 

4 


auſe 
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Cauſe is known. If we ſee things made, we 
know they had-a Maker. Men generally have 
{een ſuch things in the World, as they could 
not conceive to be the Effects of any leſs 
Power than G O Ds, and therefore they very 
rationally concluded, that there is a G OD, 
And this is the Argument which St. Paul hath 
taught us, Roam. l. 19, 20. That which may . 
be known of GOD © manifeſt in them, for 
GOD hath ſhewd it unto them. For-the in- 
viſible things of him from the Creation of the 
world are clearly ſern, being underſtood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead : ſo that they are without excuſe. 
That is, ſo much of GOD, as may he 
known by the Light of Nature ( for with 
GOD is terrible Majeſty; touching the Al- 
mighty, we cannot find him out, Job XXX VIL. 
22, 23, How little a portion is heard of him? 
Job XX VI. 1 4.)But ſo muchas may be known 
of G OD without Divine and Supernatural 
Revelation, was manifeſt in, or among, ths 
very Heathen People,tor of them St. Paul there 
ſpeaks. And how was it manifeſt in them ? 
Thus, G O D himſelf had ſhew'd it to them. 
And which way had he done ſo, but by: his 
Works ? For though GOD 1s a Beizg in his 
pwn nature izviſible, and his eſſential Power 
and Godhead cannot be fſecn in themſclves; 
yet are they, and ever have been from the 

| | Creation 
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Creation of the World clearly ſeen in his 
Works. _ How are they ſeen in his Works ? 
By the Eye of the Soul, or the Underſtand- 
ing, they are. «arderſtood. And by what, but 
by the things that are made ? All the viſible 
rn Roeng from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
are as ſo many Boaks, wherein all men have 
been able ro read the Eternal Being and Power 
of GOD. In ſhort, GOD hath left ſich 
legible CharaCters of his Infinite Power and 


| Godhead imprinted on the World, and all 


things therein; and hath indued man with 
ſuch a Faculty of diſcerning them, that who- 
{o makes not this good uſe of his Underſtand-' 
ing, to read and /earz this from the Creatures, 
is without excuſe, and a wilfylly blind Fool. 
And this is it (whatever the Atheiſt is pleas'd 
to fancy to himſelf, as Fools are wont to be 
very Faxciful) that hath in all Ages brought 
men univerſally to agree 1a this belief; even 
gs all men who ſce the clear day light, are 
agreed that the Sun is up, although they ſee 
it not, And this will always be a ſufficient 
proof of a G O ND to every one that uſeth his 
Reaſor tq conſider things ; and to him that 
doth not ſo, there can be no rational proof 
of any thing, | 
Now the Works of GOD are either the 
comman Works of Creation and Univerſal Pro- 
vidence ; Or the rarer Works of Special and 
af Extra- 
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Extraordinary Providence ; and Wiſe-men 
have ever been wont by both theſe to reaſon 
themſelves into the belief ofa G O D. We 
_ at preſent conſider but ſome few of 
them. 


1. Obſerve the whole and entire frame 
and Fabrick of the vifible World. What leſs 
can we gather from it, but that there is ſome 
Infinite Power and Wiſdom, that contrived 
this vaſt Building, and ſer all things thus to- 
gether in that beaxtifal, curious, and uſeful or- 
der o_— we _ them ? If one ſee but 
a Houſe ſtrongly and magnificently built, 

wiſely and uſefully —— lovicuſly and 
-fumptuouſly adorn'd and furmifhd, though 
he as yet ſee no man appear in it, or about it, 
will he be ſuch a Fool as to fay, it had no 
Builder ? For every Houſe is builded by ſome 
man; but he that built all things is GOD, 
Heb. LIT. 4. Tf one fee a Watch or a Clock, 
and obſerve how artificially all the ſeveral 
parts of it are faſhion*d, and put together ; 
and farther, how all the little Wheels, though 
divers of them have ſeveral motions of their 
own, do all concur to one conſtant and regu- 
lar motion of the Hard or Index; though he 
neither faw it made, nor know who made it, 
will he be ſo fooliſh as to ſay it had no maker ? 
How much mare a Foo! muſt he be, —_ 
apy 
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daily beholds the admirable frame of Heaven, 
Earth, Sea and Air, and all things therein ; 
and obſerves the glorious beauty and ſplendor, 
the unexpreffible wariety, the wonderful con- 
mrivance , the vaſt compaſs and capacity, the 
regular and conſtant courſes, motion and or- 
der of them all ; the ample proviſion made for 
every thing agreeable tots nature, the mutual 
ſervice and uſefulneſs of one thing to another, 
and"innumerable other tokens of Power, Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs, every-where viſible; and 
yet after all, talks at this rate, Thowgh T 
know not which way theſe things ſhould come to 
be as they are, yet ſurely there needed neither 
Power, por Wiſdom, pr Goodneſs, to make, 
contrive, and order thew thus. And though 
Thave a very fair and rational account given 
me in that which we call the Scripture, how they 
come to be thus, yet 1 will not believe it. It 
may be they were always thus of themſelves, or 
they happen'd to be thus by chance, but ſurely they 
bad no powerful Maker, or wiſe Contriver. 
He that talk*d thus of a Houſe, or a Watch, 
ou would think he were mad; and ſhall not 

e that talks thus of the World, and all things 
therein, be a Foo/? Yer this is zt, and this 1s 
all that the Arheiſt hath to ſay. . 
2. Let us come to ſome particulars,and take 
but a flight view of ſome of thoſe ſeveral ſorts 
of things which we ſce, and daily reap the 
WE © Os benefit 


2 The Folly of Atheiſm. 


benefit of; and ſee if we can find any one 
thing whereof any reaſonable account can be 
given, without the belief of a G OD. 
Let us firſt lift up our eyes to the Heavens 
above, and obſerve How the heavens declare 
the glory of GOD, and the firmament (Leweth 
bis handy work, Pal XIX. 1. Lift ap your 
eyes on high, and lehold who hath created theſe 
things, that bringeth out their hoft by number, 
Ifa. XL. 26. I; even my hand have ſtretched 
out the Heavens, and all their hoſt have I com- 
maxnded, Ia. XLV. 12. What a valt #onnd 
do we there ſee encompaſſing this world of 
Creatures? Of what a wonderful greatneſs 
are thoſe bright Globes of Light which move 
within it, The S#z,the Moon and Stars ; ſome 
whereot are certainly known to be 'many 
and many. times bigger than this wholeGlobe 
of Earth and Water, whereon welive. How 
 fitly are all choſe glorious and ſparklingLights 
plac'd in the Firmament for our advantage, to 
afford us both light, and warmth, and nouri{h- 
went here below ? How orderly and conſtantly 
do they move to ſhed abroad their Influences 
the more equally upon all the Earth, and for 
the right proportioning of our Seaſons? Were 
they nearer us, they would daz/e and blind us, 
inſtead of exlightning us-; ſcorch and barn up, 
inſtead of warming and cheriſhing the Earth. 
Were they farther off, the Earth wauld be al- 
Ways 
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ways frozen and barren, and we ſhould dic 
with hunger and co/d. Did they not move 
round the lower World,their influences could 
not in any equal proportion be diftributed to 
the ſeveral parts of the Earth ; there would be 
no certain wviciſitudes, and orderly returns of 
Night and Day, Spring and Summer, Autumn 
and Winter. Much of the World would be 
uſeleſs through too much cold and darkneſs, or 
excels of heat. How regular, evenand con- 
ſtant are their motions, always finiſh'd exaQ- 
ly in the ſame ſpace of time, and returning to 
the ſame points? They have never in the 
leaſt varied them for ſo many Ages, whether 
it be their yearly, monthly, or daily courſes. 
Nor is one year, or one day in any year, ever 
one minute either longer or ſhorter, than ano- 
ther year, or another day at the ſame time of 


another year, From ſuch Obſervations as 


theſe, even tlie wile Heathens, ſuch us Cicero, 
Plutarch, and the reſt, rationally concluded, 
that there muſt needs be a G O D, Yea, fays 
Cicero, Who would call him a Man, who when he 
ſees the Motions of Heaven ſo certain, the Orders 
of the Stars fo ſetled, and all things ſo connefted 
among themſelves, &c. ſhould yet deny that 
there is reaſon in them, or ſay, this were done 
by chance, when by no unaerſtanding we are able 
10 conceive, with how great wiſdom theſe things 
are govern'd, Yea, What can be ſo plain and 

clear 
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clear ( ſaith he) when we look up to Heaven, 
and view the Celeſtial Bodies, as that there is 
ſome GOD of moſt excellent underſtanding , 
whereby theſe things are ordered ? 

Let us now look down upan this great body 
of Earth and Water below, and obſerve how 
it hangs like a little round Ball in the midſt of 
the thin Air incompaſſing it round about, 
notwithitanding its prodigious bulk and 
weight, and all that huge load of things con- 
tinually upon it. Yer, as the P/almiſt ſaith, 
P/al. LX VIII. 69g GOD hath eſtabliſhed 
# for ever. And P/al. CIV. 5. He hath laid 
the foundations of the earth, that it ſhould nat 
be moved for ever. Scc it incircled about with 
Water as with a Girale, the Seas, as it were, 
continually roaring againſt it, and threatning 
to overflow, and {wallow it up. And who 
but GOD, can we think, hath ſet a bound 
that they may not paſs over, that they turn not 
again tocover the earth? Plal.CLV .g. He ruleth 
the raging of the Sea; when the waves thereof 
ariſe, he ſtilleth them, Pal. LXXXIX. 9g. Fl 
bath ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but xo far- 
ther ;, and here (ball thy proud waves be ſtayd, 
Job XX \ VL +11. Obſerve, how both Earth 
and Water are ſtock'd, and plentifully fur- 
niſhed with all ſorts of things which are uſe- 
ful for the ſervice of men. With Stones, Me- 
tals, and Minerals of all forts, - for _ 

re, 
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fire, and many other neceſſary uſes ; with 
Herbs and Plants, and Fruits, Fiſhes, Fowls 
and Cattel; and all things needful for the la- 
bour and ſervice of man, for his Food and' 

Rayment, for his Phyſick, and Delight, and 

Recreation ; and all in the greateſt p/exty and 
variety. How many thouſand ſorts of Herbs, 
Shrubs, Trees and Flowers find we on the 
Earth ?? How many learned Volumes are fil- 
led with the vertues of them ? How admira- 
bly is every one of theſe form'd and contri- 
ved, with Roots whereby they are faſten'd in 
the Earth, and ſuck in proper nouriſhment 
from it; with Yeizs to convey that nouriſh- 
ment into all the many Braxches, Leaves and 
Fruit ; with Bark and Rind to guard from the 
violence of both heat and cold ; with Husks 
and Shells to cheriſh the Fruit and Seed, and 
Leaves to defend the ſame unto perfeCt ripe- 
nels ; and with Seed for a new propagation ? 
How doth the ſame kind of Seed always pro- 
duce the very ſame kind of P/azt, and otten 
with a moſt wonderful increaſe of its Fruit ; 


eſpecially in ſuch of them, as are moſt neceſ- 


lary, as in Corn for Bread, and Fruits for 
food of all forts? How do the ſame kind of 
Plants come up in the ſame Seaſon of the 
year, of the ſame wertue, of the ſame form 
and figure, both in the Branches, Leaves, 
Fruits and Flowers F What abundance of va- 

rioug 
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rious Livizg Creatures breed daily, and feed 
in the Exrch and Water, and fly in the open 
Air ? And how are they all htted for their 
ſeveral Elements; Fiſhes with fins to ſwim, 


Birds with wings to fly, and other things with 


feet to walk ? How aptly are all things fur- 
niſhed with Inſtruments of You and motion, 
nouriſhment , generation and defence? What 
one part about them, or within them, is /«- 
perfluous or uſeleſs, or could be well ſpared ? 
And how conveniently are they al] ſer, and 
placed, and wnited together for their ſeveral 
uſes? The curious and wiſe contrivance of 
the meaneſt Creature. the fine contexture of 
the little body of any ſmall 1z/e; as of a Fly, 


or a Spider, hath been enough to exerciſe the - 


greateſt Wits, and to fill whole Books wirh 
the wonders of them, and yet one half of 
them is not diſcover'd. Each Animal, great 


and finall, is indued with ſuch Pewers and 


Faculties, as are neceſſary for its own ſuſte- 
ance and preſervation whillt it lives, and for 
the propagation of its kind after it ; hath a 
care of 1ts Toung-ones, and provides f.r them; 
teaches them to ſhift for themſelves, and then 
leaves them to do ſo. Every thing carefully 
ſhuns whats hurtful to it, and picks and 
chuſes what's proper for it. Whence now 
comes all this? From blind chance ? .It may 


be ſome blind Fool may think fo, but 'ris cer- 
tain 
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tain heis a Fool for thinking ſo. Did Stones 
and Timber, and all other materials, ever jump 
by Chance, into a ſtately Howſe? Did the Let- 
ter-ffamps in the Printer's boxes, ever yet 
ſave both the Writer and Printer their labour, 
and hit ſo together by Chance, as to make a 
Learned Book, or a Wiſe Diſcourſe? Could 
things in the world have been contrived wi/c- 
lier or more fitly, to all ends and purpoſes, 
than they are? And could things be wiſely 
contrived , without a Wiſe Contriver? If 
Chance ( which is indeed zorhing at all ) could 
produce a thing once or twice, which yet is 
smpoſſiblz, can any be ſo fooliſh as to think 
it could be the mother of toſtant Order? To 
{ay, That all things are produced, and pre- 
ſerved conſtavtly in one regular Courſe and 
Order, by Chante, 15 a Contradittion that can 
fit the mouth of a Fool only; 

Obſerve we next, how all things-in the 
world do viſibly ſerve and work together for 
ſome wiſe ed and purpoſe ; and then conſider 
what ſhould guide and dire them all in work- 
ing to that end? ?Tiseaſie for any one to ſee, 
That moſt of the Creatures are ſuch, as are 
exceeding uſeful and neceſlary; and the 
world would be an inconvenient place with- 
out them, and a very confuſed and dangerous 
place too, if things in it did not aCt as they 
do. And tho, it may be, ſome few things we 

H may 
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may be able to name, the neceſſity, uſe, and 

oodneſs whereof, we cannot yet diſcern ; yet 

ave we reaſon to impute this to our 1gx0- 
rance, Or it may be,. more to our Negligence, 
and Sloth, and Inadvertency. It is certain.there 
be many things which peopleare apt to think 
vain, yea, hurtful , which yet Induſtrious 
and Learned men, who ftudy Nature, have 
found to be of ſpecial V/e and Virtue. Not a 
Toad or a Spider, or any poiſonous and weno- 
mous thing, but the Skiltul know how .to 
make good uſe of it, and find that it could 
not well be wanting : And we may well pre- 
ſume as much of other things, the uſe where- 
of we are not yet acquainted with. They may 
ſerve to ſuck out and carry away ſome of 
thoſe ma/i2zant humours and qualities, which 
might 12tect the Food we feed on, or Air we 
breathe in ; or to ſet off the Worth, the Beau- 
ty, and the Uſefulneſs of other things, with 
the greater advantage ; that we may take the 
more notice of them, and be more thankful 
for them: Or they may be, if not immediate- 
ly uſeful to us, yet very needful to ſome or 
other of thoſe many creatures which are im- 
mediately ſerviceable to us : However, they 
ſerve to exerciſe our Induſtry and Care, and 
to let us ſee GOD's Providence over us, in 
keeping us from the hurt they might dous. 


But that which we ſhould more eſpecially ob- 
erVey 
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ſerve, is, That a very great many things 
which are without Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
or {o much as Sexe in themſelves, do yet work 
together for the good and preſervation of 
one another, and of the whole World, 
in as good Order, as tho they had a 
Rule to go by, and Underſtanding to be gui- 
ded by it, and fate in Conſultation how to do 
the beſt for the common good. So that what 
Man doth in this kind by the help of Reaſor, 
They all do much more conſtantly and unerring- 
/ without it. "The Heavens very orderly at 
duly ſhed abroad their influence of Lizht ind 
Heat, to make the Earth both fruittul and 
pleaſant; to dire, ſuſtain, and cheriſh both 
man and beaſt upon it. I» them hath G ) D 

ſet a tabernacle for the ſun, which is as a bride+ 
groom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth 
as a ſtrong man to run arace : His going forth 
is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit uns 
to the ends of it, and there is nothing hid from 
the heat thereof, Plal. XIR. 4,5, 6. The earth 

telds its fruits of every ſort, in their due ſca- 

ons, and brings forth a proper ſort of food for 
every thing that live upon it. He cauſeth the 
po” ts grow for the cattle, and herb io the ſer- 
vice of man, that he may bring Ft food out of 
the earth; and wine that maketh glad the heart 
4 man, and oil to make bis fate to ſhine, and 

cad which ftrengthneth man's heart, Plal.CIV. 
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14,15. The Waters contentedly keep their 
Channels and Bounds, both that there may 
be a ſufficient quantity of them together, to 
make a fit habitation for all the living things 
which can live no where elſe ; and to leave 
dry land enough for other creatures to live up- 
on. And becauſe the creatures of the earth 
cannot ſubſiſt without a ſufficiency of Moj- 
ſture, therefore the waters go up by the moun= 
tains, they go down by the walleys, unto the place 
which G O D hath founded for them; he ſends 


the ſprings into the valleys which run among the 


hills ; they erve drink to every beaſt of the field, 
oh wild es quench their tag Par Fas 
: 10, 11. Andthat al] the earth may be re- 
| freſh'd, and have moiſture enough to give 
juice to Herbs and Trees, theſe Waters, not 
only ſend forth Sprizgs and Rzvers, but abun- 
dance of Yapours ; which in the Air thicken 
into C/oxds, and are diſſolved again into ſea- 
ſonable /howers ſcattered over the face of the 
earth. He bindeth up the waters in his thick 
clouds , and the cloud is not rent under them, 


Job XXVI.8. He cauſeth the wapours to 


aſcend from the ends of the earth, Palm 


CXXXV. 7. He maketh ſmallthe drops of wa- 
ters, they pour down rain according to the was 
pour thereof, which the clouds do drop and dis 
ffil upon man abundantly, Job XX XVI. 27,28. 
He makes the earth ſoft with ſhowers, his _ 

| rop 


4 ©. H 4 & 7 WW" eo EP RTE 


The Folly of Atheiſm. 1or 


drop fatneſs ; they drop upon the paſtures of the 
wilderneſs, Plal. LXV. 10, 11, i2. We can- 
not but obſerve ſeveral ſorts of Earth fitted for 
ſeveral ſorts of Plants and Grain ; and ſeve- 
ral ſorts of ''/ants and Graix ſuited to the Na- 
tures and Palates of ſeveral ſorts of Livi 
Creatures , and ſeveral ſorts of Natures _ 
Palates in living creatures, whereby it comes 
to paſs, that one ſort delights in, and is zou- 
riſhed with that which another ſort takes no 
delight in, and cannot be nouriſhed with, but 
erfeltly hates and ſhuns as poiſonous or hurtful 
toit. And hence it is, that nothing is /off, or 
is in v4iz; but what one refuſerh, another 
chuſeth ; and hence there is ezough for all; and 
there needs be no rife or contention about an 
thing ; for as there is enough for all , {> 
is there Variety for each one. We ce yct far- 
ther, "what proviffon is made in Nature for the 
ſafety and defence of every thing : And how 
every thing naturally, without zeaching, en- 
deavours to preſerve and defend it ſelf : One 
has Horns, another Hoofs, another has Fargs 
or long Teeth; and none of theſe needs be 
taught how to uſe his natural Weapons: And 
ſuch as have no ſuch Natural weapons, have 
either Reaſoz to invent artificial ones, as mer ; 
or ſome other way of ſaving themſelves, as 
Birds have Wings to flye for it ; other things 


have /wiftzeſs of foot to run for it; even 
H 3 Moles 
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Moles and Worms havea wonderful faculty of 
peeding into the -carth to hide themſelves: 
In ihe cedars the birds make their neſts ; the fir- 

grees are 4 _ for the ftork.' The high bills are 

4 refuge for the wild goats, and the rocks for the 

conies, Plal. CLV, 17,18. Young things no 

ſooner fall from their dams, but they ſeek for 
milk, and find it without a-guide. The little 

Lamb runs to the pap immediately, which 

the little Infant cannot do; Why? The Ewe 
wants wit to dire&t the Lamb, but the Mother 
knows how to direCt her Child. Birds chuſe 

* qutthe moſt ſecret places for their zeſts, and 

make them wirh ſo much curioſity, as man's 

art cannot imitate. The curious works of 
the little Bee or Sz/k-worm, »js a very amazing 
thing to conſider : The induſtry and provi- 


dence of the Apt, and the wonders that che 


Spider works, are matters of admiration to 
us. *Twould be endleſs to mention, and in- 
deed impoſſible for man to diſcover one half 
of the wonderful things in nature. And he 
that can yet imagine that all theſe things are 
by Chance, and that there is no Superior 
Power and Wiſdom that governs all things, 
and direCts them in their | ar Operations, 
muſt needs be more fooliſh than any beaſt. 
Once again, Let us conſider of what kind 
of Ingredients this World, and the things 
therein do conſiſt, or are compounded : The 
Elements 
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Elements of it, Fire, Air, Earth, and Wa- 
ter, are of contrary and mutually deſtructive 
Natures ; Their chiet Qualities are Heat and 
Cold, Moiſture and Dryneſs, and w hat things 
can be more oppoſi;e to one another ? All 
things conſiſt of theſe things, and how come 
they to be be ſo evenly remper'd, and ble:ided 
in ſich a jult proportion, as to azrec peaceab/ 
together in the ſame body? Ag-in, mo 
things that we know in the world, laſt but 
for a while; Plants, Trees, Beaſts, Birds, 
Fiſbes, and Mey, after a ſhort time dye, and 
are no more; but others of the ſame kind 
ſpring up, and are brought forth to ſupply 
their room. - And thus the world is in a conti- 
nual Charge. and is continued by a conſtant 
courſe of Generation and Corruption; and one + 
thing always ariſeth from the corruption of 
another. 'The Seed is ſown, and corrupts in 
the earth, and. loſeth its form, and thence ' 
ſprings upa manifold increaſe. Now for any 
one to think with himſelf, how this is brouzhe 
to paſs, will be but for ever to baffle and con- 
found himſelf, unleſs he have recourſe to an 
Infiaite Power and Wiſdom, that orders all 
things, That which thou ſoweſt, is not quickned 
except it aye ; and that which thou ſoweſf, thou 
ſoweſt not that body which ſhall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat or of ſome other grain. 
Now what can follow hence, but, "Thar 
H 4 GOD 
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GOD giveth it a body, asit hath pleaſel him; 
and to every ſeed his own body? x Cor, XV- 
6, 37, $8. Who but G OD, could ſoeven- 
y temper, blend, and balance, contrary and mu- 
tually-deſtroying Natures, into one ; fo as the 
Life, and Health, Strength, and Figor of the 
body ſa compounded, 'conſifts in' the right 
Temperament of theſe Enemies? Who but 
G O D can raj/e one thing from the corrupti» 
on of another ; make Life ſpring out of Death, 
and conſtantly provide for a new Generation 
of things, from the Raines and Rotrenneſs of 
ole that were before ? | 
Laftly ; It is now time that we look a little 
wpoz, and #zto our ſelves; and ſee what cauſe 
we can find every one of himſelf, to ſay unto 
G OD with the-P/almift,Plal.CKXXXIR. 14, 
T will praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made ; marvellous are thy works, and that 
my ſoul knoweth right well. - Y 


Firſt, Should we only look upon our Bo- 
dies, which are no more but the corruptible 
Cottages wherein our immortal Souls are for a 
while to lodge; tho we find they are made 
of Fleſh, and Blood,-and Bores, covered with 
Skin, as the bodies of ſome other Creatures 
arc; yet very wonderful is the Frame and Con- 
texture of theſe materials in them.” How fitly 
is cvery Part and Member faſhioned and pla- 


Led, 
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ced, and connetted ” the _ | make it : 
roper Inſtrument of Life or Senſe, Strengt 
x per 0 What one Je thoſe Lofirvinas 
of Nowuriſbhment, whereby our Food is recei- 
ved, chew'd, ſwallow'd, and djgeſted ; the fineſt 

rts of it covey'd through the whole body, 
Fo its necefſary | _- hoy or repair, and the 
 groffer parts and'dregs caft forth as uſeleſs : 
What inſtrument of Breathing, what Yeiz or 
Artery for the carrying about of the Blood 
and Spirits ; what Bone, Nerve,Sinew, Muſcle, 
Joint, Ligament, or Griſtle, for Strength or 
Aion, could we either well ſpare, or wiſh 
better form'd or ſet for its uſe? What one 
Senſe of Seeing, Hearing, Taſting, Smelling, 
and Toxching, could we be content to want ? 
Or how can we imagine, that the I»/raments 
of any of theſe Sexſes, could have been wiſe- 
lier framed and placed? Nay, there is nota 
Hair or Nail about us, but when conſidered, 
is found to be of uſe for Fence or Beauty, 
Whoſo conſiders thoſe two little ſeats and 
. ſprings of Life, Senſe, and Motion, the Heart, 
and the Brain ; how wonderfully formd, how 
ſtrongly guarded, how well ſupplied with a 
variety of inſtruments, conveying to_ them, 
and carrying from them, as it is neceſſary for 
keeping themſelves in right Order and Temper, 
and for the Life, Health,Strength,and Direfticn 
of the whole body ; Whoſo but well _ 

| tne 


106 The Fillpof Atheifan 


the curious workmanſhip of the Eye or Ear, 
the two Intelligencers of the Soul ; or thinks 
onthe wonderful ways of Seeing and Hear- 
#ng : Or hethat conſiders the Inſtruments of 
Speech, and the Uſe, as well as Propriety of 
thar excellent Faculty ro Mazkind ; cannot 
chuſe but fall into the higheſt admiration of 
that Jzfinite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, 

to which he owes all theſe things! 
And yer what areall theſe tothe Wonders 
of our Souls? Could we think it worth our 
while to come acquainted a little better with 
our ſelves, and to this end ſometimes to enter 
in as far as wecan into the ſeveral Myfteries 
within us, and enquire after that Soul ar Spi- 
rit which is ſerved and waited on by all theſe 
Bodily I: ftruments, and makes what uſe of 
them it thinks good ; we ſhould be ſure the 
more we know of ourown Sovls. the more 
alſo to know of God , whoſe Image they 
bear. Some ſuch thing every one of us feels 
within himſelf; which isthe fe of his Body, 
and doth all by it, whatſoever it doth. When 
the Body lies dead, it hath for a ſhorr time all 
its Parts and Inſtruments intire ; but they are * 
altogether uſeleſs. It's Life, ſenſe, motion, 
race and beauty, all is gone, and nothing 
eft but a Cold heavy lump, like to a Frozen 
clod of Clay. And why is it thus, but that 
the Soul is fled? O then ! What, and how 
admira- 
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admirable are the powers of that Syirit in 
Man, which aQuuates his body, direQts and 
commands it, and every member of it as it lelf 
pleaſeth ; at whoſe will it moves or reſts , 
and by whoſe preſence it liveth ? Yea, what 
i5that, without which we are no longer ex? 
"Tis the Soul which ſees and hears by theſe bo- 
dily inſtruments ; 'tis the Soul that diſcerns 
and judges of all the numerous figures and co- 
tours, magnitudes and proportions, meaſures 
and diſtances, - motions , Fands and woices , 
harmonies and diſcords; that diſtinguiſheth 
between oxe thing and azother, «20,2 and 
refuſeth, and orders all our doings. Think 
well of it, What is it within us, that thinks, 
and conſiders, and reaſons, and diſcourſeth 
about all things without words or »oiſe? What 
is it in us, which whilſt with theſe bodies 
we neither ſee, nor hear, nor Haſte nor /mef, 
nor feel, can yet repreſent the ſeveral obje&s 
of all theſe /exſesto it ſelf, whenever it has a 
mind to it, and hath as frefh and lively per- 
ceptions of them all in it ſelf, asif all theſe 
bodily ſenſes were aQtually exerciſed by them ? 
What 1s the ſtrange power of that within us, 
which can make dg to it ſelf things long 
ſince paſt, and things which are yet to come, 
as well as thoſe that vow are; yea, and 
things which neither are, nor ever have been, 
as Gough they were? Whar's that in us, 

| which 
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which whilſt we ſit ſtill, is #rave!line over 


the World, and taking a view of all Times, 
and can imagine thouſands of Worlds like un- 
to This,and frame new Notions,and lay Plots 
within it ſelf;,ModelGovernments, Martial Ar- 
 mies,and confider,diſpute,and rea/onabout ſuch 
Things as tho they were real? What is :hat in 
us, which is awake, whilſt our Bodzes are laid 
to eep ; and ſometimes runs over in our ſeep, 
all things that paſſed the day before ; diſcour- 
ſes of them, and contrives, and deſigns for 
the future too? Alas ! we #xder/tand buta ve- 
ry little of our ſelves, and far leſs than we 
might do, if we would a little more fudy our 
ſelves; we know not how weare zour:ſbed, 
nor how we grow, nor how we /ee and hear, 
how we think or dream ; nor the ſtrange ope- 
rations of our Imagination and Faxcy.But how- 

ever, we feel that there is ſomerhing in us that 

doth ſuch things ; we find that ſomething in 


us doth remember,and underſtand, and diſpute, 


and conſult, and deliberate, and reſolve, and 
forecaſt, and chuſe, and refuſe : Yea, that of- 
ten refletts upon our ſelves ; and accuſes or ex- 
cuſes, condemns Or acquits Us, ,applauds or re- 
proves Us, is vexed and grieved, oxpledes and 
delighted with our behaviour. We find. that 
we areable in a numberleſs variety of /Yord 
to make our Thoughts known to others, an 
by the ſame means to underſtand the mages 
| 0 
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of others. We can mutually give and take 
advice and counſel, teach, comfort and reprove 
one another. We find ſomething 1n us, that 
can diſcern the #ſe and benefit, the hurt or day- 
ger of thirigs about us , and provide for or 

ainſt them. And now whea ſuch things as 
theſe, which every one may feel in himſelf, 
are well thought on ; can we' really remem- 
ber. what we oar ſelves are,and yet be ſuch fools 
as toſay or think there is noG 0 DO? If any 
man be doubrful, whether theys be a GO D or 
no, he muſt needs be ignorant of himſelf. For 
certainly he that ever conſiders, cither his 
own nature,or the many things which he eve- 
ry day ſees, muſt needs even naturally, ſome- 
times at leaſt,ask himſelf thisQueſtion,Whence 
can I imagine all theſe things to come? what 
great Power and EV iſdagg is it that doth in all 
things nag it ſelf? Let me conſider it well, 

x. Whereall things viſibly are in a moſt wiſe 
order, there muſt needs be. VViſdom ;'and 
where all things do coſtantly continue in the 
ſame wiſe order of YYorking, there muſt be 
Power. And where ſuch ample and excellent 
proviſion is made for the preſervation of all 
things, and for our welfare eſpecially ; there 
muſt needs be Goodneſs: VVhere then is all this 
Power and VViſdom, and Goodneſs lodg'd ? 
> are, things a#, things are exceeding 
»ſefuland good ; things have for ſome how 
ſands 
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ſands of Years continned, Or ſucceeded one ano- 
ther in a conſtant order 2nd uſefulneſs one to 
another. - Have they then all this originally 
in and of themſelves? Or is there ſome 4/- 
mighty, moſt VViſe, and good Being over 
them ; which at firſt »»ade, and put them 


into thisorder, and ſtill »pholds them init ? 


2. Where there appears nothing at all of 
Underſtanding and Reaſon, it cannot be ima- 
gined, what either Power, VViſdom or Good- 
eſs there can be, to make, order, and govern 
things, and »phold them all, in that regular 
and uſeful way of working wherein we ſee 
them. And *tis undeniable that there are 
abundance of things, which thus work 
regularly and conſtantly, wherein there dot 


not appear any thing at all of Reaſoy or Un- 
der ſtanding. Only Mankind of all the things 
that we are acquainted with, hath Rez/0z. 
He therefore ol can be thought capable of 
Wiſdom, and PV ſlow is abſolutely neceffary 
for the making and ordering of ſucha World 
of things. Yet, alas, how far doth ſuch a 
Work as that exceed the wiſdow of Mez ? 
And if it exceeds the wiſdom of Men, how 
much moredoth it exceed rhe Power of all o- 


ther things which want VYiſdom? For ſuch 


a work, there muſt be ſome YV:/dom and 

Power, Infinitely exceeding thoſe of Man, or 

of any other thing that we are here hg" 
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ted with. And therefore we muſt ſeek theſe 
in ſome ſuperior Being. | 
3. Either there muſt be ſomething «nmaae, 
and which wade other things ; or ſome of 
theſe things which now are, and are well 
known not to have beexalways, but to have 
had a beginning, began to be of themſelves 
withouta Maker ; or were made by a Maker, 
which was alſo made, and had a beginning. 
Thar nothing could begiz to be of zr ſe/fwith- 
out a Maker, is very plain ; for before ir be- 
4x to be,it was ot ; and what was zot, could 
ve no powey; and therefore could not begin 
to be of zt fe: : Whatever therefore had a be- 
ginning, had it from another, which could 
make it to. be. And if that other had a berinning 
too, the ſame may be ſaid of it, that it had it - 
from another, and ſo we muſt go on of neceſſi- 
ty, till we find ſomething which had zo be:5u- 
nin? ; but was #nmade, and gave bezinnin; to 
the firſt thing that ever be7u» tobe. Ifthen, 
it was any of theſe viſible things, which was 
#nmade, and without, be inninz ; in all reaſon, 
we muſt think it to be that which appears the 
moſt zoble and excellent, which hath Reaſon * 
and Wiſdom ; and this, as far as wecan judge 
of things, muſt be 4a, for whoſe «ſe and 
benefit, all things viſible ſeem to be made. If 
therefore May, excelling all viſible things in 
perfeion of Nature, be not of himſelf, with- 
out 
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out beginning , neither made any one thing iti 
Nature ſerving to his uſe ; how can we ima- 
ine this of oy ator Ws dg ? It cannot 
 bethought, without the greateſt folly imagina- 
ble, that Mar was —_ by any of theſe vic 
ble things, which are ſo much z»ferior to 
him in Perfe&ion &f Nature; and which 
ſeem- to be of no. «ſe at all, if not made 
for him. But we Men are very ſure, that we 
are ſo far from being able to make any of theſe 
things , that with all our ſearch and ſtudy,we 
canaot underſtand the Natures of them. 

4- And we are altogether as ſure, that we 
are not of our ſelves without beginning , 25 WE 
are, that we made ot one thing in Nature. 
It is buta very little while ſince any of us now 
living came into this World, and it will be 
but a "7 little while more, before we muſt 
go out of it again. We knew not how we 
came hither when we came, and we know 
as little how we ſhall go hence; and we have 
but a little power over: our ſelves whilſt we 
ftay here. 'There was a time, not long ſince, 
when we had not one of the powers and facul- 
ties which now we have, and when we were 
nothing at all of that which we now perceive 
our {elves to be. We are therefore as ſure, 
as that we are at all; that we had both our. 
bring , and all that is now in us, from ſome 
other ; who mult needs therefore be of far 
greater 
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greater power and wiſdom than we are of, Our 
Parents were indeed the Inffruments of: our 
being ; but it” is/as true, that they were no 
more but J»/fruments of it.” For they, and 
their Parents before them, and all Parents 
that ever were, could but ſay of themſelves; 
and their coming into the-World, the very 
ſame things that'we now ſay of our ſelves: 
It was never in the power of any Parents yet, 
to make their Ch:/drex what they pleas'd; no 
more than it is in the power of a Pezc:{1n the 
hand of a Paizxrer, to chuſe what kind of P#- 
Fare it ſhall make; or indeed whether it 
{hall make any P:#nvre' at-all.* No Parents 
could ever aſſure themſelves that they ſhould 
have Childrey. Neither knew they how they 
were form'din the Womb; the faſhioninz and 
ſetting together of the Parts, and putting /ife 
into them, being things infinitely exceeding ' 
their power and'skill, were thereforeno part'o 
their care. They knew not whether any ehing 
ſhould be concerved; or being conceived; 
ſhould ever be brought forth 3 or whar-it 
ſhould be, Male or Female, perfet# or imper- 
fettj*a Manor a Monſter, wiſe or fooliſh, alive 
or dead : 'no more than the Husbandman that 
caſts his Corx into the Furrows, takes care 
how to form its Roots or Blade, or knows 
how it grows, ' or what it will prove at laſt: 
And now that we are, and /zve, we find out 

5: * | ſelves 
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ſelves in the .pprer, and at the de/poſal of axo- 
ther... We cannot bring to paſs what we will; 
we cannot accompliſh our own; Deſigns and 
Purpoſes as we would, Ws cannot preſerus 
to our {elyes our preſent Poſſsons We calts 
not get what we would have, nor 7:4 our 
ſelves of what we would not have. We can- 
not make the Swx to ſhine on us, ner the 
Wind to blow upon us, nor the Razz to fall, 
where. and when we would have it ; nor our 
Cory and Graſs to grow, . nor our Cattel to 
inceeaſe, nor our Food, when we have it, to 
nouriſh us. We cannot keep our Boates from 
ſuckneſs, lameneſs, - pains and decays.; or make 
that part of them ſtraight which s crooked, or 
beautiful which is deformed. We cannot keep 
out our fears, nor quiet our thoughts, nor 
prevent ce/ualties, nor prolong life, nor keep 
away death and corruption, . W hat then can 
we-rationally think of our ſelves, but that we 
are#he work, and in the Power, and under the 
Government of One who is 1ahigite 1n Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs , who made, preſerves, 
and diſpoſeth of us, and of all things, as it 
pleaſeth him. And who is that, but God ? 
He that created the Heavens, axd ſtretched 
them out ; He that ſpread forth the Earth, and 
hat which cometh out of it ;. He that giveth 
brea:h unto the people upon it , and ſpirit to 
them that walk therein, La. XLIL. Y. 
g. Ii 
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*$;- Ir is certainly known, How we men 
come into the World by generation ſucceſſive- 
ly one after another. One generation paſſeth 
away ,and another generation cometh,but the earth 
abideth for ever,kccl.1.4. Is it now poſſible for 
any one to conceive,thatamong all the Genera» 
tions of men that have been, there was no firſt 
Maz or Men,at whom theſe Genergtions of men 
firlt began ? If there was any firſt mn, as no 
man can conceive but there was ; had he a be- 
inning ? or had he vo beginning ? It he had a 
ene fr bod had he 1t? He could not-give 
it himlelf,,as we have before ſeen. No other 
man could give it-him, for he was the. firſt. 
Did, he"then ſpring as a Plaxt out of the 
Earth? * Lis too ridiculous a Conceit to come 
into a rational man's head. How then ſhould 
he have his beginning, but from GOD ? Will 
any fay, he had zo beginning ? Then he muſt 
ſay he was eternal, and had eternally his being, 
and all his powers, in, and of himſelf; and if 
{o, how came he to ae, and be po more ? He 
who had eternally beipg and life in himelf, 
would he, nay, could he chule not to: be, or to 
die, and to leave behind him Children of fo 
lictle power, and of fo ſhort a /ife, 'and not {o 
much as the leaſt notice among them, that 
they had ſuch a Father ? Will any think it 
reaſonable to ſay, That therewas no firſt man? 
This only: remains to be {aid by him, who 
I 2 would 
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would not have a GOD. But this 'is that 
which none but a foo! can think reaſon» 
able. Men of ſenſe and reaſon have'ever 
accounted it moſt ab/ard to talk of an infinite 
ſucceſſion of things one after another, without 
beginning ; of a zwmber of things, wherein 
there is no firſt thing ; or which had no vo 
ginning. At this rate, an infinite number 


Generations are long ago'paſt, and an infinite ' 


number is the greateſt number ; if there.can be 
ſuch a thing. + And yet there have been more 
Generations ſince that infinite number of them 
was paſt, and there may be'more till, and f6 
there is ſomething greater than, infinite, and 
a number greater than the greateſt. No.wiſe 
man did ever pretend to underſtand how ſuch 
a thing could poſſibly be, and ſoit muſt paſs 
among the ravings of a doting foo!. ' Men 
who are wont to talk fo, as that rhey' would 
be underſtood, or can underſtand themſelves, 
will ſay, That of that great number, or thoſe 
many Generations of men, which have been 
in the World, there muſt neceſſarily have 
been ſome firſ# man, or men, and that he or 
they that were firſt, could never have'been at 
all, or had any power to propagate others, 
without a Maker. ' And the very ſame mult 
we ſay of the whole world of things which are 
within our view.” What uſe cin we think the 
World ſerves for, but for the uſe of thoſe /+- 
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ving Creatipres which are in it, and' more e(- 
pecially 'of Man ? For what uſe. is. a: Houſe, 
but for that of the Inhabitants? And-it were 
no leſs abſurd to thinkz that the Heawers and 
the Earth made Men, and other hwving Crea- 
tres; than it is to think, that the Houſe made 
the: Inhabitants that dwellinit. And then if 
the Inhabitants know 'and confeſs that they 


& made nat the Hox/e, -2s no body, but a Fool 


will think that the Houſe made them :.\10 any 
but a Fool will ſay,ſome other made the Houſe. 
As thenevery Houſe us built by ſome man, {o he 
that built all. things, is G'O D, Heb. I1L. 4, 
Thus all things, both wehout us, 'and-wirh- 
in us, do naturally.lead us to the acknowledg- 
ment. of .a. G OD, if we: will but make uſe 
of our\Reaſon ; 'and if we will not, . that's it 
which, makes us fools. G,O D hath not left 
himſelf without witneſs, in that he doth goo1, 
andigiveth us rain 4 om heaven, .ang: fruit ful 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts with foog-\and gl:d- 
neſs, As 'XIV..'17,. And we! may eaſily 
perceive, if we will. think of any thing, that 
He is not; far from every one of #6, for in him 


we live, and move, and have'our being : for 


we . are his. off-/pring , as the Heathen. Poets 
could tell ws, Atts XV.IL 27, 28, But if any | 
one continye 1o fooliſh.as not to confeſs this, 
tis fit. he ſhould be ſeat to School to the 
Beaſts ; as Fob XI1I,.7, 8, &c. Agk rhe beaſts 
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aud they ſhall teach thee; and the fywls-of the 
air, and't hy fball tell thee \, the fiſhes of the ſea 
all decluye 'anto thee ; who knoweth mor ull theſe, 
that the hand of the LOR D hath wrought 
this, i# whoſe hand is the "foul of every living 
thing; "andthe breath of mankind ? © i 
''2.' And'yet belides the works of Creation, 
and of ordinary Providence, jt cannot be de- 
nied, but there are works of an extraordinary 
| Providente"to be obſerved; whereby G'OD 
doth yet further diſcover himſelf uneo ts: 
**Tis certain, that'things'doordinarilykeep 
one natural conſtant courſe and order} and 
vary not froth it; ''As' G'0 D' 6ommunded, and 
they were 'ereated ; ſo he hath eſtabliſhed them 
for ever and ever; he hath made a etree which 
ſhall not paſs; Plat. CXLVIII: 5, 6,- They con- 
Hiaue this day according to bis ordinante , Plal, 
CXIX. v1 .'\ Now as "the 'conftant” orderly, 
courſe of all things in iature, ſhewsrhae there 
1s an Trifinife Wiſdom and Power, thar-pur 
therty into'this order, and-fixed them in. this 
courſe," keeping and//continuing them ord:- 
#arily 16 it 1 So whefi ſometimes; and upon 
very remarkable occaſions, -this vrdimary courſe 
bf Nattire is changed, and things-are done 
abave' the power, and' quite contrary to the 
courſe of Nature ? and mateover, 'when the 
wiſeſt conrnfels, and inoft hopeful exdeavours, 
and th&mot likely means,” fuchas rarely _ 
| ER eg rr ys forge 


ſee no realon to _ any ſuch _ the 
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and in all appearance and reaſon ſhould ſac- 


' ceed well; are all 'on a fudden blaſted, and 


yu diſappointed ; and notonly ſo, bur pro- 
duce the quite contrary to that for which they 
were defigfd ;\ and all this by reaſon of ſome 
inviſible power which no man can diſcern, or 
by ſuch weak'oppoſition, as none could ima- 
Fine likely to prevail : What can we think 


eſs, bur that there is an over-ruling Provi- 


"dence of G O D, who alway holds the Rains 


in his own hands, and doth*whatſoever he 
will both-in Heaven and in Earth ? 

Tris eafie to6bſerve, that when Wickedneſs 
is grown up toa 'very extraordinary heighth 
in a Nation or Kingdom though that Na- 
#on abounds in Policy, and Strength, and in 
all things that: ſeem to promiſe ſucceſs , 'and 
perſuade to ſeewyiry; yet all on a fudden,when 
there ſeems leaſt cauſe-of fear, by fome ex- 
traordivary unlook'd for Judgment; it is 
brought to utter ruine and deftruQtion, And 
on the other hand, When a good and religious 
People are oppreſs'd by Tyrant, and afſaulted 

moſt potent Enemies, and hemm'd i1a-on 
all ſides with ſeemingly inevitable dangers, 
{o as they fiak into deſpair, and look: for-no- 
thing but being" ſwallow'd up of thoſe who 
hate them :-all on a ſudden, when'they-could 


over them, rains 


threatning Cloud 
I 4 down 
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down vengeance-on their Enemies ; and the 
Sun ſhines forth on them brighter than ever. 
-W ho:can conclude leſs, than. that the hand 
of GOD is in-all this? Now both Hiſtories 
and! Experience have ' furniſhed us with. Ex- 
amples of ſuch thipgs as'thele ;, and he muſt | 
be of a- very obſtinate humour: that is not | 
convinced by them; How eaſe eſpecially is 
:;ttQ obſerve in the {acred Hiſtory of the Bible, 
.G OD's wonderful 'and extraordinary. both 1 
Judgments and Mercies, both towards whole Y 
Nations, and alſo, private Perſons:and Fami- 
lies ? Enough: there is of this kind to afſure ; 
'us, That 'tis GOD that changeth the. times 
ard the ſeaſons, mho removeth Kyzugs, and ſet- 
reth up Kyngs, Dao. II. 21. That againſt hins 
there is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding , mor 
counſel, Prov. XXL. 30. - That be turneth ri- 
vers into 4 wilderneſs, and water [prings into @ 
dry ground; a fruitful land into barrenneſs, for 
ithe wickedne{s of them that dwell-therein. He 
turneth the wilderneſs" into 4 ſtanding mater, 
and dry ground upto mater-ſprings, and there he 
;mmaketh the hutgry to awell, that. they may 
opens a City for habitation , Plal, CVII. 
-33, NC, | 
He brought in 4 flood upon the world of the 
gngadilyy and ſaved Noah the preacher of righ- 
geouſneſs. He turned the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah into aſbes, and activer d juſt > 
| 2 ct, 
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2 Pet. I. 5,.6, 7- He ſpen'd his ſigns and his 
wozders in the land of Egypt, and brought forth 
his people, Plal. CV. 27. He lea them through 
the depths of the ſea, and drowned their enemies. 
The earth open'd and ſwallowd Dathan, and. co- 
wvered the Congregation of Abiram. A fire was 
kindled in their company, the flame burnt up the 
wicked, Plal. CVI. 9g, &c. The Sun Food, ul 
and. the Moon ſtaid, until the people had aven- 
ged themſelves upon their enemics. The Sun 
ſtood flillgn the midſt of heaven, and haſted not 
to go down about 4 whole diy, Joſh. X. 13.. The 
Walls of the City Ferico ; fell down wheg 
at: Joſbuzh's command. the People ſhouted, 
Jo(b..\1. 20. The Angel of the LOR D ment 
out, and {mate in the Camp of the ot an 
hundred, fourſcore and five thouſand, 2 Kings 
19. 35. What: ſhould I ſay more, bur as the 
Apoſtle, Heb. XI. 32. The time would fail me, 
to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Sampſon, 
and of Fephtha, of David alſo, and. Sannel, 
and of the Prophets. Wha through faith ſub- 
duced kingdoms, obtained promiſes, ſtopp'd the 
mouths of Lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
eſcaped the eage F, the ſword ; aut of weakneſs 
were made ftrong, waxed waliant in fight, turn'd 
to flight the Armies of the Aliens. Ina word, - 
The TOR D. is known by the judgment which he 
executeth ; the wicked #s ſnared in the work of. hes 
ewe hands, Plal. IX. 16. So that 4 man ſhall 


ſay, 
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ſay, Perily there is a reward for the righteous, 
verily he ts « GOD that judgeth in the earth, 
MEEVEE tr > 4 

And now after all this, T hope; it is abun- 
dantly manifeſt, that the Arheif, being confi- 
dent that there 35 xo GOD, makes Timſelf 
confident in a matter wherein all the »eaſox'in 
the world is againſt him, and againſt all the 
Evidences that: can be given of what he'de- 
nies, how true ſoever it be.” 

It cannot therefore be thought n&dful any 
otherwiſe than thus, to {hew that he hath zo 
reaſon at all for his confidence. © For when 
Ml reaſon appears againſt one?s Opinion, *tis 
moſt certain there ean be xo yea/on for it. All 
that he can ſay for himſelf is bur this, That 
there appear to him ſome Difficulties in the 
Belief of a G OD, 'which he'cannort- con- 
quer. And doth he not meet with as »any, 
and-as #wconguerable difficulties in the denyin 
of a G OD? If he do not, *rifonly becauſe 
he hath no mind to fee them; forTam fure 
all the. wiſeſt men have met with ſuch. But 
if it be ( as the 4rhz3f pretends) more dif- 
ficale to believe that there isa G O ©, than 
to believe there is none, or than barely m2 70 
believe there is ; how comes it to paſs, that 
the generality of mankind hath ways be- 
liev'd it *? How 1s 1t, thatnothing ſeems more 
+$atnral and eafie to moſt men, than to believe 
FRY | It ; 
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it; and nothing more hard and againſt Nature, 
than to conceive -5' Fy ann erp 
Why charth no- 4rheifs, by pro af 
Teen eſttaragy) theſe Re ri | by able 
hitherco to diſſuade any:confiderable number 
of 'men- from believing'this2 - Can. the 47hes 
give. any rational account how -this' work 
could be as it 15, or how he himſelf eame'to 
de whathe is, if eliere be no-'G O D'?- If he 
can; why hath henot, in ſo'many Ages of 
the world, let men ſee that he can? Why have 
fo few receiv'dany ſatisfaftion from what he 
hath ſaid to that purpoſe? Surely it muſt be, 
becauſe men'find many more Difficulties in be- 
m—_ that he ſpeaks reaſon, orin peteowving 
thathe'pives ary reaſonable acconnt of things 
Without a G-O'D, than they d&4wbelieving 
that-there is a' GO'D.'” He'Hath"ſomerimes 
one thing to ſay, 'and ſornetirhes another, as 
his \I»vention ſerves him. Sometimes the 
World may have been Erernally,” without any 
Beziniing ; and ſometimes there may* have 
been Eternal Matter, which form'd itfelf he 
knows-not how, into that variety of things; 
which we: now fee. Sometirnes 'there'm 
have been eternally an infinite multitude'of 
ſmall! Atommes or Motes, dancing' to) and fro, 
gill cat laſt rhey hit and jumble by chaxce, into 
ſomany Bodies as the World now contains: 
And with ſuch like -I1142ivations; as theſe, he 


labours 
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labours to confound men's: Thoughts,::and: to- 
divert them from liſtning; to that rationaliand 
ſatisfattory account, which-the Holy Scripture 
hath given us, of the. Orizznal of allithings. 

But as theſe Athe:/{icab Wits, have never been 

able to ſatisfie one another, ſo as that they 
could: come to. agree in- the ſame Principles ; 

but bave been at an irreconcileable difference, 
andan endleſs diſpute amongſt themſelves ; 

not ſo much about what certainly was,as about 

what poſſibly mizht have been: So neither have 

any of them been able ro: convince any -conſi- 
derable numbers of men,no not of tlioſe who 

know nothing of the Scripture, to think:that 

the World could have-been any of thoſe ways 

they dream of, withouta G OD.» And why 
ſo ? Bat becauſe men have ever thought: it 

mare difficult, to be of any: of their opinions, 
than to belieyethat there 1sa GO D:If the-4- 

theift could but perſwade men that he had rea- 
ſox 0n his ſide, .1t would be-very ealiefor him - 
to draw them all over to-his gopinion;for their 

luſts are all on his fide already. . But till Luft 
have ſo totally prevail'd over men ,, as quite 
to unman-them, and put out the eyeof Rea» 
ſox; the Atheift's folly is fo vilible, that the kaif 
tlind eye of the patu7a}-man cannot. but ſhe ut. 
It's very -hard (4aich the! Arbeift) toria 
man to comprehend 1n his mind: an -#&texnal; inn = 
finite Beinz, ſuch as G QD is ſaid to be;z taud 
30W 
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how ſhould a man belizve what he cannot comr- 
prehend by his Underftanding ?” And: indeed 
moſtrrve it is, that what is eternal and infinite, 
no humane Underſtanding can fully and per- 
fet#ly comprehend. To undtrftayd"a thing 
fully and'perfetly inall things belonging to it, 
is to ſuppoſe it ro have certain Bounds or Li- 
mits'of eſſence and, perfettion, which if it had, 
it were not Eternaland Tafinite. And true it 
is, That GOD is a Bz»”7 of an unlimited and 
boundleſs Nature and Excellency,” and there- 
fore cannot be fully, or in all rhizzs,underſtood 
by man-But this is.ſo far from making it #neafþ 
to believe that there isa G O'D, that we can- 
not, when we confider things well, but be- 
lieve it, - We therefore believe thar thete is 2 
G OD, becauſe, when we confider how ma- 
ny —_ there be in the World, and how ma- 
ny, and even unſearchable by us, are the ex- 
cellencies and perfeCtions of every thing"in its 
kind, we cannot fee how theſe things could 
be without a Being Trromprehenſible and infi- 
nttely excellent andyperfeet, whence 311 Bein; 
and Perfettion multbe derived. Tho” there- 
fore may, who is of a finire and limited Un- 
derſtanding, catinot fully compreheFthe Erer- 
ni'y and Tnfiniteneſs'of G O D, or throughly 
underſtand the :»finire Nature and Perfeion 
of GOD; yet may he underftand and be- 
lieve, that there 5 a Peing which is efe-nal 

by and 
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and i»finite; thatis to fay,, a GOD... Andi 
is ſo eaſy toconceive that there is ſuch a Being, 
that it 15 not . poſſible to, conceive how. there 
ſhould be none ſuch. . Weare very ſure, thas 
weour ſelves, and other things; have a, being ; 
and yet we cannot: fully comprehend, or 
throu;hly underſtand the, excellencies. and per- 
fe&tijons of our own Nature, or of the nature 
of any thing elſe, how. avail and inconſiderable 
ſoever it be.. It cannot therefore be bard for 
us to belieye that there is ſomething incompre+ 
henſible by us, or which we cannot throughly 
iq all things underſtand. And ſo egfie is it for 
us to apprehend-that-there is ſome e:ernal Be- 
10g, that we cannot conceive how. there.could 
beany thing at all without .it. We cannot 
with any fatisſaQion to our ſelves, ſuppoſe, 
that once there was nothing at all. For were 
it {o, that once there had been nothing at all ; 
it muſt needs follow, That there never could 
have been any thimz at all: If there once was 
nothinz, whence ſhould any thing have come ? 
There was in zothing got nor diſpoſition 
to anything : Nothing of which any thing 
ſhould ſpring, Nothing to make, or give a be- 
zng to any thing : Nothing. is nothing, ' and 
nothing can do nothing : But now there are 
many things. Had they. a beginning, or 
had they none ? If they, had no beginning, 
we have found many Eternal Beings, whillt 

. we 
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we think it hard to believe there ſhould 
be one. If they had. a beginning, then 
(as hath been ſaid), they had it. of them 
ſelves, or from ſome other. They had ic not 
of themſelves, for before they begax to be, 
they were zo: ; and what 7s gt, Can do xo- 
thing. 'They muſt have it therefore from 
ſome other, and that other mult be before 
them ; and muſt be Eterpal without begin- 


ning. | 
The Sum of all that hath been faid, is 
this : The Atheiſt. being confident that there 
isno G O D, is confident in a matter where- 
of he can have no reaſoxato be confident, and 
whereof he cannot pretend to have the leaſt 
meaſure of Aſſurance. He is contident with- 
out any reaſon or degree of Aſſurance, where 
his confidence is the moſt dargerons thing thas 
can be to-himſelf, and the moſt wwiſchievoze 
thing that can be to the, whole Worjd. He 
chooſeth to follow a groundleſs Opinion, wheres 
in there is no ſafety to himielf, and whence 
there can ariſe. no good, but very much hers 
to the World, rather than a probable Opinion 
atleaſt, which 1t 1s certainly /afe for him to 
follow ; and which can do no hurt, but much 
2ood to all Mankind. Indenying that there 
is a GOD, he muſt grant that all the. hapoe- 
eſs of the'World depends upon a Lze;.and 
that the World would be #xdone by the ptr 
5 
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ledg of the Tr7utb. He is confident, where 
all the reaſon of the World is 4gainft his confi 
dence. He is confident there is no G O D, 
tho he have all the evidences of a G OD that 
can be given of him, if there'be one. G OD 
hath /pokex unto men, ſo as GOD can be 
ſuppoſed to ſpeak unto them, if hebe; GO D 
hath worker." and ſhew'd himſelf to men, ſo, 
as if there be a GOD, any one can con- 
ceive that he ſhould ſhew himſelf. The Atheiſt 
finds the whole World of Mankind or $i 
ing that there isa GO D; and he finds the 
tokens of Tyfinite Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, in all the* works of Creatiov and 
Providence, both common and extraordinary : 
He cannot give any rational account at All of 
any of theſe things, without the belicf of a 
GOD; and finally, he finds no ſuch 4i#i:al- 
ries in believing there isa G OD, but he 
finds many more, and greater, in conceiving 
how things ſhould be, as they are, without a 
G OD. Seeing, as hath been ſhewn, this is 
plainly the caſe; ler all men of common ſenſe 
now judge, whether he who makes himſelf 
confident that there is no G OD, be notpaſt 
all difpute, a very Fool. | 

But now in vain, have weall this while 
been conſidering the Atheiſts Folly, if we our 
felves reſolve to be as much cr greater Fools 
than he, And certainly, if itbe ( as it hath 
| been 
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been proved ) a very fooliſh thing to think 


that there isno G OD; jr cannot be leſs foo- 


liſp to live withoutany regard of G O D, as 
too many amongſt us ſeem to do 5 who be- 
have themſelves 1o in the World, as if GOD 
had nothing to do with them,or they with him; 
or as tho it were all one to them, whether 
there be. a” GOD or no. If there be a 
GO D, and if none but Fools deny this, then 
are we to conſider that theſe things do neceſ- 
farily follow. 

I. Every one that is wiſe, doth take all pol : 
ſible care to confirm himſclfin fo 'ftedfaſt a be- 
lief of GOD, that nothing may be able to 
make him dowbt of it. Take heed, therefore, 
Brethren, leſt. there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
G 0 D,: Heb. III. 12. Fi e fear of the 
LO RD. thatis Wiſdom, Job XXVTLL. 28. 
If there be a, G OD, . it muſt .needs be the 
greateſt piece of Wiſdom .that man is capable 
of, - to. behave ' himſelf Religiouſly towards 
G O D;but this he can never do without firm- 
ly believing that there isa GOD; this belief . 
being the fr ſ# and fundamental point in Reli- 
gion. He that cometh to GO D, muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him, Heb.XI. 6. Therefore 

In the frft place, let noone think himſelf 
excuſable if he be not throughly convinced 

K thac 
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that there is a GOD. For no. man living 


that hath the right uſe of - Reaſon, can be 5g+ 
norant- of this, and be held Gzz/Heſs. GO 


hath ſo-many ways mazfefted himſelf unto 


us, that the b/indeſt Heathen cannot 1ay, that 
he hath not had weezs enough of knowing 
that He is. And if -a Heathen can have no 
excuſe for his being 39zoraxt of this, who hath 
but-at- moſt one half of the aeuns of Knows 
ledg_ which every. the .moſt unlearned Chrj- 
ftian hath, how ſhould any ignorant Chriſtian 
be excuſed !., Tho it. be Ore t00.cammaon 
athingto hear both Men and Women among 
us, who both are of conſiderable Apr, andalfo 
Underſtanding, and. wiſe enough for the buſi- 
neſs of their worldly Callings, excufung their 
z2norance of G O D, by their want of Lear- 
212g ;yet in truth they can have no excuſe atall 
far this 7gnorance.,  Itis their weghigente, and 
flath, and wnwillingneſs to latn,:: that keeps 
them 72n0rant ; and for theſe, there can be no 
excuſe. Can any one live. in a; Chriſtian 
Charch, and not have heard enough, if he 
' would have minded it, ( tho he cannot read) 
to convince him That there is a G:/O D whom 
he is bound to ſerve? INay,canany one live in 
the Worla, and not ſee enough every where to 
teach him this fr ft. and fundamental Truth ? 
He that cannot read G O D's word, may yet 
(if he live ina Chriſtian.Church ), hear it, _ 
GO 
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G 0 D: himſelf {peaking to him in it. And 
he thatHives abroad in the World, tho he can- 
aot®/ee G O D himſelf, = he may every 
where /#e his Works; and in them, all the 
Being, the Power, the Wiſdom, and the 
Goodeeſs of GOD. Nay, if hecan but eat 
and drink, he may know there isa G O D 
that Feeds him ; for he knows very well, that 
it is not in his-ow#» power, nor of any other 
creature, to provide his food for him, or to 
enable him to receive good by his food. Yet 
more ; No man, how-#»learned {o-ever he be, 
can think ſeriouſly of himſelf, and conſider 
what he is, or how he lives, buthe may eaſily 
diſcover a- G.O D that made him to be what 
he is, and preſerves him in being and /ife. 
How iex:»/able then muſt every one be, for 
not -/earying that which every thing teacheth 
him ; and which he cannot but fear», when 
yon wr 00- that he himſelf is /ome- 
yr next place, Let none of us think it a 
needleſs' thing, very often, and ſeriouſly to 
conſider that there is a G OD. If wedonot 
much coxfider it, it will be but a vain thing 
for us to know it. We ſhould o loſe the be- 
nefit of 'G O D's manifeſting himlelf {o full 
and fo variouſly to us. Conſideration mu 


makeour kxowleds uſeful to us.- Tf-there be 


a GOD, it is certain that we depend wholly 
K 2 | upon 
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upon him, and muſt needs owe a _—_— him. 
Yet tho we may kzow thereisa GOD, if we 
keep it not ix »ind, and think but little of it, 
our Kowledg can have little influence on our 
- on and behaviour; but we ſhall demean our 
elves as careleſly, and be every whit as ſecure 
and #rconcern'd how we live, as tho we had 
never heard, or thought of any ſuch _—___ 
GOD. Yea, not tocowfider, and have 
much in our thoughts, {cems to be more zxex+ 
c»ſable in us, than not to'know it at all. As 
he who knows his LOR D's Will, and 
doth it not, deſerves to be beaten with more 
ſtripes, than he thatdoth not his Will, mere- 
ly becauſe he knows it not, Luke XII. 47. 
So he that confidereth not much, that there is a 


G OD, when he knows it ; ſeems more blame- 


worthy, than he who doth not kzow it, and 
therefore cannot conſider it, Both are faulty, 
and can have nothing at all to plead for them- 
ſelves ; but he that kzows, and conſiders not, 
ſeems to be more faulty ; and a great deal 
more may be pleaded againſt him. The one 
is 27zorant of G O D, when he might know 
him; the other ſets light by G O D, when 
he knows him. The one not k»ow:izxe G O D, 
knows not how much he deſerves his 
Thoughts ; the other tho he k-ows him, yet 
carries himſelf ſo towards him, as if he 
thought him not- worthy to be thought _— 

| e 
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He likes not to retain G O D in his knowledg, 
as *tis ſaid of ſome, Rom. I. 28. ' 

As then, if there be a G OD, 'tis altoge- 
ther neceſſary that we ſhould k»ow and believe 
it ; that ſowe underſtand how much it con- 
cerns us not to live as we liſt, having one over 
us to whom we muſt be accountable, even for 
every idle word, Mat. XII. 36. Sowhen we 
know this, *tis altogether as -neceſſary we 
ſhould much conſider and 7hink of it, that we 
may walk worthy of GOD unto all pleaſinz,Col. 
I. 10. and not wilfully or giddily run upon 
our own deftruQion, by diſregarding him. 
It will be a very terrible thing to the i207 ant 


| perſonat the laſt day, tomeet witha G O D 


of whom he never k»ew; and then to reflect 
thus upon himſelf, Had I beer any thing but a 
Fool, I might have known this G O D to wy 
eternal Comfort, whom now Tfind to my everla- 
fting Confuſion | And it will be more terrible 
at that day, for the #ncoxſidering perſon to find 
a GOD armed with vexgeance againit all 


that contemrdshim : And then to refle&t on 


his own foly,ſaying, What a Mad-man was I, 
who knew there was a GOD, and did not think 
him worth a few ſerious Thoughts, when by lit- 
tle ſerious conſideration, I might have prevented 
this confounding ſight, and my own eternal de- 
ftruttion now come upon me through my heealeſ- 
neſs\ As we therefore defire that we may ne- 

- 4 ver 
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ver feel the wrath of * GO D, let us now enter- 
tain often and th for of _ 

To this purpoſe, /aftly, Let us be very con- 
tant in the uſe of all " boar which.'G-O D 
hath given us, to confirm: and eſtabliſh us im 
this belief, and lively ſenſe of GOD; and 
take heed ( as we love our Souls} how we 
give car toany thing which may weaken this 
belief, or make us dowbs of the being of a 
GOD. We haveall the reafon im the World * 
_ to be very careful of this, Becauſe: (as we 
have ſeenIf it bea zrutb that there isa G ©'D, 
nothing can be more neceſſary, either to pre- 
veat our Miſery, or to promote our” Happineſs, 
than a firm belief of it; andtho it were flſe 
( as it cannot- be); yet would it do' a great 
deal of good, and no hurt at all, Let usla- 
bour then to be'well grounded and: ſetled' 
this belief ; and to this end, letus well'weigh; 
and conſider all thoſe many reaſons, which we 
have above taken notice of, to perſwade us'to 
it. Eſpecially, let us diligently attend to 
G ODs nerd, and obſerve his: works. The 
reaſon why many men, either ſo weakly believe | 
thatthere isa G OD, orſolittle and'//zhty 
think of it;is, becauſe either their £uts,or their 
worldly Buſizeſs,. or elſe Vanities, hold their 
thoughts ſo conrinually imploy'd about them, 
that they will not allow: themſelves time, 
or be at the-pains to conſider thoſe notable 
| SUVEAEBES 
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evidexces which  G O-D hath given of him- + 


felf. He that ſhuts his Ezes, and ſtops his 
Ears, when he ſhould read or hear G OD 
peaking to him ; or when he ſhould obſerve 
the wonderful works of Creation and Provi- 
dence ; it. is not ſtrange if: he never come to 
have a #atienal and firm belief of G O D. 
Therefore if we would ( as it highly concerns 
us) be unmovably rooted in this Belief, we 
muſt obſerve theſe Rules. 


.I, Let us be ſure to keep our Reaſon and 
' Underſtanding, which GO D has given us, 
as we are Men, conſtantly awake, -Let the 
Eye of the Soul be kept oper, that it may be 
ready;toſee G O D, whenſoever, and how ſoe- 
ver, he thews: himſelf. What's the moſt r+ 
tional Diſcourſeto a fleeping man | He neicher 
hears it, nor conſiders it, and therefore is he ng 
wiſer for it. What's Light and Beantyto a 
man that always winks ? He ſees thera nor, 
and {d. knows no more of them, than 1: chey 
were not to be ſeen. This Truth, Tha: ti;cre 
isaGQD, is as vilible to the Underſtandinar, 
as Colours are tothe Eye, but neither are vi- 
fible'to one that isnot awake. Let us con{ider, 
that the beſt things muſt certainly be the 
beſt worth our ſeeing and knowing ; and nothing 
can be better than GOD, who isthe Foun» 
tain of all Goodzeſs. Nothing is fo carefully 
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to be regarded as that, without the know- 
Iedg whereof, we eternally periſh, and ſuch 
is GOD. Hath man Underſtanding and Rea» 
ſor for no uſe? Or is he to uſe them about eve- 
Ty thing of /eaſt concerameat; and not about 
that which above all things in the World, he 
3s moſtly coxcern'd to Underſtand ? If there 
bea G OD, we muſtall of us be either Hep- 
py or Miſerable for ever, accordingly as we 
Regardand Honour him, or Negleit and Diſ- 
Eonory him : And can there be any thing, the 
Knowledg whereof doth more concern us ? 
And yet 1s it thus with too many of us, 
that whilſt our Vnder/tanding and Reaſon are 
very intent upon other things,and never grow 
weary of conſidering them, and inquiring after 
them, they are wholly afleep as ito G OD, 
and never iumploy'd about him, as if to think 
of Him were not any part of -our buſineſs. 
O why ſhould we be any longer ſuch Fools, 
as to ſuſſer the Buſineſs and Varities of this 
World,which paſſeth, away,and the luſts thereof, 
or the Pleaſures of fin which are but for a mo- 
ment, {0 tobewitch us, that we can never be 
awake to G OD ! Seeing that about Him we 
are moſt of all concern'd, that our Souls at- 
tain to the moſt rational and full ſatisfaQtion, 
let our Reaſo2 be buſied about him, above all 
things, that {9 we may be able both to live 
and dic like men. | | 

2. Let 
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2. Letus exerciſe our Reaſon in+conſide- 
ringthoſe things, eſpecially, which are moſt 
| proper and apt to beget in us the moſt ear 

and lively ſenſe of GO D. For as GOD 
hath appointed proper means and helps for the 
attaining to all thoſe ends which he would 
have us to purſue : So hath it pleaſed him: to 
ordain certain means, by the uſe whereof we 
may ſooneſt and moſt poſe come to the 
knowledg and belief of Himſelf. Such are 
his Wordand his Works, both of Creation and 
Providence which are therefore to be very di- 
ligently ſtudied 'and meditated upon. We 
mult very frequently read and hear his Word ; 
and when we read or hear it, we muſt be ve- 
ry attentive toit, and take heed how we do 
itin a regardleſs and formal manner, or as a 
cuſtomary Task only, which we have ſet our 

ſelvestodo ; as tho the reading or the hearin 
of it, were our only or principal Bu fie 
Our work is to think and conſider well of all 
that we read and hear, that we may be per- 
fealy inform'd, and throughly convinced, and 
heartily affefed with the matters which are 
therein commended, either to our Be/ief or 
Pra#ice, Tn vain ſhall we either read or hear 
GO D's word, if wedonot labour to ſee and 
hear G O D himſelf ſpeaking to us, and diſ- 
covering Himſelf and his Will unto u sthere- 
in. Toread1n the Bible ſo many Chapters a 
Day, 
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' Day,orto noe than Sewer a Week, tsan 


Employment to as li eas the reading 
or hearing any commonHiſtory,if we make it 
not our end to come better acquainted with 
GOD, and to beinſtructed in our Dsty of 
Honour! — RR thus is it - 
{o in our ſeeing, and ob/erving and making uſe 
of the many and wonderful works of G-O D.: 


Whilſt we endeavour only to ſerve. owr ſelves 
of them, and not to d5/cern G OD in them, 
we improve nothing in our Knowledg of 


G OD by them. How many of as bufie our 
ſelves daily abroad in the Field, or at Home ig 
the Gardex, and what wonders of. G O D's 
Power and _—_— and Goodneſs have. we 
there conſtantly before our Eyes ! and yet 
we profit no more in the-knowledg of G O D 
by what we ſee, than the Beafts themſelves. 
How many of us are- very buſie in Rtudying 
and obſerving the courſes: of the Stars, and 
in ſearching 1a the ſecrets of Nature; and yet 
never have it oncein their Thoughts to learn 
any thing of GOD by all his wondrous 
Works! If we would ſtrengthen our belicf 
of G OD, and make any proficiency in the 
knowledg of him, we mult defign this, and 
exerciſe ourReaſon inevery thing to that end; 
and labour to tft and ſee how good and gra- 
crous, how _ and powerful GQD ſhews 


himſelf in every thing we meet with, There 


Is 


ae a. > tu. x mo ts a. oh me. Hans. od =. as. ome. as 


1 FP we OW a 


_— *Y- 


CS wo, on. VY ng 5 WF WUrYT..0 W009 7; FRW @* 59 


The Folly of Athciſnn 139 
3snot the moſt an/earved perſon inthe World, 


 butrif hewill give dili heed to what he 


hears of GOD, he: connot: read, and 
towhat he ſees of G O D, though he cannot 


fee G OD! himſelf > he may find enough to 


confirm: him in the belief of GOD, andin- 
firuQ him very far in the Natureof G O D, 
even paſt all we. 'Eſpecially, 


2. Tf in the next place, he by ſerious Proj 
& callupon G OD toopert his Eyes that they 
may ſee, and his Ears that may hear, 
al ns Heart that it may underſtand the 
things which he'hath made neceſſary for him 
to believe and know. Let us therefore: in 
good carneft bez of GOD: himſelf, that he 
would fbew/ and declare himſelf more clcarly © 
OTC us: ity all the means of 
Knowledg' and U ing. No man 
can have a heartydefire to G OD, but 
he may aſſure hamſelf that G OD upon his 
hearty requeſt will ſhew himſelf unto him. f 
how ford the LORD thy GO'D, thou ſbalt 
find him; if thow ſeek himmith all thyHeart and 
mad'with all thy Soul, Deut. TV. 29.God looketh 
downfrom Heaven to ſee if there be any that un- 
derſtand and ſeek after GOD; Pfal. XIV. 


2. But alas! The wicked through the pride 
of his countenance will not ſeek ofler GOD; 
GOD 


e 
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GOD i#s not in all his thoughts Pal. X. 4. If 
men had rather be without a GOD, than 
have one ; if men be wawilling and afraid to 
find GOD, leſt they ſhoul] (as certainly 
they muſt) find ia GODa LORD and 
Maſter, whom they are bound to ſerve and 
obey ; what wonder is it if G OD withdraw 
and hide himſelf from them that love him 
not ? Why ſhould he not depart out of ſight, 
when he is but an eye-fore to them ? Why 
ſhould he not leave all thoſe to the Tyranny of 
their own Luſts, who defire not to have him 
reign over them? What reaſon can be gi- 
ven, why G O D ſhould afford them any lon- 
ger eyes to ſee withal, who above all things 
cannot endureto fee him ?: Or why ſhould he 
not ſutter Stax to blind their Minds, that 
they may never again be able to ſee that 
Light which they cannot love? Tf we would 
know G O D, let us ſhew by our earneſt 
Prayers, that we /ong to know him. 


Letus never have an Ear opex to any one, 
whatſoever he be, that calls in queſtion the 
being of GO D, or. would bringus to dowbr 
of it. But on the contrary, let us reſolutely 
ſtop our Ears, and refuſe to hearken to the 
Atheiſtical Diſcourſes of prophane and wicked 
Perſons, of what Rank, Note, or Eſteem 
{oever they may be 1a the World. Let no 
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one perſwade us to think- it either unreaſons- 


ble or «nmannerly,thus to behave our ſelves to- 
wards men of this temper. They may call us 
obſtinate and ſullen in retuſing to hear Reaſon, 
and wncivil and clowniſþ in turning away 
from our Betters. But how eminent ſoever, 
either for Learning or Honour any one may be, 
who would entertain us with ſuch diſcourſes, 
as tend to draw us off from believing a G O D; 
it cannot be neither: Obſtzzacy nor Incivility, 
not ſo much as to take notice of what he 
faith, 

It cannot be thought «reaſonable, or an ob- 
ſlinate Stubbornneſs, not 'at all to hearken to 
any man's Diſcourſe, which we are well af- 
ſured before-hand can have no Rezſor in it. 
And we are ſure before-hand, that whatever 
Reaſon may be- pretended, ( as none | 
more of his being a Maſter of Reaſon, than 
the proud Arheift ); yet no Reaſor at all can 
be given us, by any one for this opinion, That 
there is no .G OD, or againſt our believing 
that there is one. And this is very plain, 
becauſe as hath been ſaid, no man can be in 
any degree /urethat there isno GOD; and 
the belief that thereis one, is at leaſt probable, 
and certainly doth much good and no hurt. 
What Reaſon can there poflibly be ina Dif- 
courſe, perſwading not to believe what can 
never be proved to be falſe ; what it's very 


/afe 
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ſafe to believe, arid-the;behef whereof doth 
the greateſt good imaginable? Or again, Whac 
Reaſon can that Diſcourſe: have in it, which 
tends to perſwade us to believe what no man 
can ſhew to be true ; which itis ſo rONS 
to believe, that a man hazards his by it, 
DS rn 
W orld too uneaſy a to live in 
Fo Cem ag therefore be obſtinacy or ———_ 
5, never to hearken to courſe 
whckoae hneur all chiobafes- lan, 
Neither can it be «ncivil, or unmannerily, 


how great or eminent {oever the perſon be 


that would entertain us with ſuch Diſcourſes, 


to turn away our ears from him. What rxci« | 


vility can it be, to ſeem rude to him, who is 
ſo rude to the whole World, as in effe&t to 
call all men Fools but himſelf? Yea, how 
can one bewncivsl to that man, who declares 
himſelf the common Ezemy of Mankind , 
and of all Civil Society and Government ? 
How can one be «n2manxerly to him, whoſe 
Diſcourſe tends to'no better end, than to cor- 
rupt all good Mazzers, and to baniſh Yirtae 
from among men ? He that tells us there is 
no-G OD; by telling us ſo, ab/obves and 
diſchargeth us from all manner of duty, ho- 
nour, Or civil reſpet# to himſelf as our better, 
or ſupertor. For if there be no G OD, who 
made us to differ from one another, Whe 
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made bim our ſuptrior, Of #s inferior to him? 
GOD did not, if he muſt be: believed ; for 
he tells us there'is none. And May could nor 


without our conſent, for who gave any man 
that Right over his Fellows ? If he have got 


- to be higher\than any one elſe by Might or 


Cunning ; nothing can hinder one to 
climb, -whenever he can, as he has done; or 
t'tra him'under foot, inſtead 'of bow» 
eto him. Whoever then tempts 
us to Atheiſm, is ſoon anſwer'd if we pleaſe. 
We need do no mere, but deſpiſe him. Or if 
we will be at any farther trouble with him, 


 weneed but ask him two or three Queſtions, 


and \keave him'to anſwer them to himſelf 
when he can. 


T7, When hetells us thete i1s.no GOD, and 
would have us believe it: before we doo, he 
cannot-think 3x unreaſonable we ſhould ask 
him, \How he knows it ? The can tell us this, 
and will not, he is too wxkizd to be thought 
a friendly Counſellor : and if he cannot, we 
have little cauſe to be fond of ſuch a Teacher. 
Is it reaſon to believe one upon his word, that 
knows not that to be true which he teacheth ? 
Is it wiſdom to follow a Guide, who confeſ- 
{eth himſelf to be blind? 


2+ When he perſuades us to believe there 
is 
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is no G OD, it cannot but be very fit to ask 
again, Is it ſafe ſo todo? Or, Isit unſafeto 
do otherwiſe > He cannot aſſure us, *tis ſafe 
to believe there is no G O D, becauſe he can- 
not make us k»ow that there 1snone. And he 
mult needs confeſs, *tis not wnſafe to believe 
there isa GOD, becaule it can do no hare. 
Is it reaſonable then to leave the ſafe way we 
are already in, that we may follow him into 
. another, wherein he cannot promiſe us any 


ſafety at all ? 


3- If he would have us to believe there is 
no G OD, *tis not unreaſonable to ask him, 
W hy would he have us to believe it ? Or, What 
good will it do either him or 4u ? If it will do 
neither any good , Why ſhould he perſuade 
us, or we be perſuaded to an unprofitable 
thing ? © There is danger in it ; and what 
reaſon is there to do what we know 'tis dan- 


gerous to do, till we {ee what good may come 


of it ? 


4. If he fay, *tis fit to believe it, merely 
becaule 'tis a 7ruth ; We muſt needs ask again, 
How doth he know *tis a truth ? But yet *tis in 
vain to ask him this, becauſe *tis impoſſible 
for him- to tell us how he knows it, or to 
know it. And therefore we have yet no rea- 


ſon to believe it is a truth, becauſe he only 
calls 
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calls it ſo, who doth not know that it is ſo. 
But ſuppoſe it were, I hope it may be fit to 
ask him again, Is he iz good earneſt, aud would 
he indeed have us to belive it for a truth ?If he 
be not willing we ſhould believe it, why doth 
he tempt us to believe it ? If he would in- 
deed have us believe it, would he not alſo 
have us behave our ſelves as men of that be- 
lief ? If 'not, to what purpoſe are we to be- 
lieve it ? If he would have us behave our 
ſelves as men that believe not a GOD, then 
may we do what we will, and can; we may 
rob his Houſe, take his Morey, defile his Wife, 
and cut his Throat. If he deny this, let us 
ask him, What is it that can make it unlaw- 
ful for us to do any of theſe thing? What 
ſhould reſtrain men from doing any thing 
they can for their own advantage *- This ts 
all that the Azheiſt can gain by perſuading 
men to be of his Opinion, That he lays himſelf 
at every man's mercy to deal as he will with 
him; and cannot ſay, That man ſins, that 
knocks him on the head for his good advice. 

2. If there be a G O D, every one that is 
YVViſewill not only think himſelf highly con- 
cern'd to believe it, but ſo to live and behave 
himſelf in the world, as may be moſt pleaſin 
and acceprableto G OD. To what purpoſs 
can it be tobelieve that there is a G O DY or 


what good caa this belief do us,if it do not en- 
a gage 
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&1g6 us to live as men who are ſenſible thar 
they have a G OD over them, whom they 
are concern'd to pleaſe in all things? Cer- 
tainly if there bea G O D who made us and 
all things, He muſt needs be concern'd:with as, 
and we with Him. And as we can expeCt 
no good thing but from Him, who is the A4u- 
thor and Diſpoſer of all things ; ſo neither can 
we hope to receive any good thing from him, 
if we do not our endeayour to pleaſe Him. 
Why ſhould we thinkHe will bleſs us accord- 
ing to our defire, if we be not careful to ſerve 
and honour him according to his Wil ? That 
therefore we may reap the good and benefit 
of this {Þ neceſſary a Belief, we are to confi- 
der well, what it is that we believe, and 
what duty that belief muſt needs bind upon 
us. That which we believe, is, That there is 
a G OD; and to be GOD, is to bethe 
firſt Cauſe and Author, the Maker, Preſerver, 
Lord, and Goverxour of the whole World, 
and all things therein ; the Fountain of all 
Porer,and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs ; and there- 
fore the higheſt Power, the greateſs Wiſdom, 
and the chief Good, Nowif GOD beall 
this, then it is very eaſy for every one to ſee 
certain, duties lying upon. us, as we are the 
creatures of GO D, which naturally ariſe 
from what we believe, even from this one 

pouat, That there is aG OD. 
«. GOD 
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i. GOD aomagy” x Cauſe, Author, and 
Maker of all things, Heis the very Fount ain 
and Original of all Being, and Life, Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. All theſe are in him 
originalh, as in the inexhauſtible Spring and 


| Fountain ; and there can be nothing at all of 


any of theſe things in the World, but what 
is derived from him; neither can any of theſe 
be any longer in -the world, than it 
pleaſeth him. All this muſt needs be very 
plain to every Underſtanding. If then we 
will live as men who are ſenſible that there is 
a GOD by whom we live, and withour 
whom nothing can have either life or being ; 

We mult needs, Firft, have the higheft and 
moſt honourable Thoughts of G O D, the grea- 
teſt reverence and eſteem for him, that can 
poſſibly be in the heart of man; We arenot 
to conceive of him, as of one whoſe excelen- 
cies and wertues, tho* they exceed thoſe of 
any other Being whatſoever, are yet con» 
tain'd within ſuch or ſuch bounds or limits, or 


areat ſuch adegree,and no higher ; but weare 


to think of him,as of one who in the Perfet#;- 
fions of the Divine Nature, is infinitely above 
all the thoughts of Mex and Angels ; of incom- 
prehenſible Glory and Majeſty, of boundleſs 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodpeſs ; ſuch as is to 
be always admired and adored, but never to 
be fully fea or underſtopd, We are how» 

| LS ever 
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ever to labour every day to know more and 
more: of him, that the more we know, the 
more we may admire, and love, and rejoyce, 
and even be raviſh'd with thoſe unconcervable 
excelencigs, which to diſcern more clearly, 
will:be:qureternal happineſs in Heaven. Our 
hearts therefore ſhould be always filld with, 
and our-mouths ſhould ſound forth the praiſes 
of GO D, every one linging with the. holy 
Plalmift, Bleſs the LOR D, 0 my ſoul, and 
all that is within me, bleſs his holy name, Plal. 
CIIL. 'r.. Bleſs the LORD, O my ſoul. 
OLORD my GOD thou are wery great, 
thou art clothed with honour and majeſty, Plal. 
CIV. -1z. Whzile. I live will 1 praiſe the 
LORD; I will ſing praiſe 'unto my G O D, 
while Thave any being, Plal. CXLVI, 2. Let 
every. thing that hath breath, praiſe the 
LORD, Pal. CL. 6. Be thou exalted, O 
G O D, above the heavens, and thy glory above 
all the earth, Pfal. CYIIL. 5. Bleſſed be thy 
" glorious name, which is exalted above all bleſſing 

and praiſe, Neh. IX. 5. | 
Secondly, It muſt needs be our Duty to 
walk humbly before G O D, and to ebefe our 
{elves in his Preſence, whoſe eycs are continy- 
ally opez upon us. - We mult always bear in 
mind, that heis our G O D and Maker, and 
, we are at beſt but the work of his Hands, and 
had never been any thing, had he not been 
; pleas'd 
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pleas'd to giveusa being. How. wiſe, how 
rich, how great ſoever we now are, or ſeem 
tothe eyes of men ; we have it all, even as 
far as our very Being, of G O D's tree gift; 
and he canwhenever he pleaſeth,deprive us of 
all again, He made all thinzs of nothing, 
and therefore all things are nothing in compa- 
riſon- of him. What is the c/ay in the hand 
of the Potter, who-can do with it what he 
will ? And how much leſs than that is az in 
the hand of GOD. The Poxter can farm 
the clay intoa new ſhape, or calt it away and 
trample on it ; but he neither gave it a being, 
nor can take away it's being from it. But 
GOD gave us, and all things, our very be- 
7ng ; look therefore how much zothing is lels 
than afrhings, ſo much are the beſt of men 
leſs than GOD; we _ all originally zo- 
thing. Say then with the Plalmiſt. LORD, 
what is man, that thou takeſt knowledg of him ? 
Or the ſon of man, that thou makeſt account of 
him ? Man is like to vanity, his days ave as 4 
ſhadow that paſſeth away, Plal.CXLIV. 3, 4. 
Behold even to the moon, andit ſhineth not ;; 
yea the ſtars "are not pure in his ſight. How 
much leſs man that is a woxm, and the ſon 
of man which is a worm? Job XXV. 5,6. 
All nations before him are as nothing, and they 
are counted to him, leſs than nothing ,and vanity, 


Ia. XL. 17. Verily every man at his beſt 
L 3 ſtate 
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ſtare is altogether vanity, Plal. XXXIX. 5. 
And whenever G O D rebukes him, he makes 
his beauty to conſume away like a moth, v.11. 
Surely men of Lw degree are vanity, and men 
of high degree are a lie, to be laid in the balance, 
they are altogether lighter than vanity, Plalm 
- LXII. 9. And ſhall ſucha thing as man be 
proud 2 Can man ſeem any thing in his own 
eyes, when he thinks upon GOD ? Alas! 
what cannot he do with us, who with a 
word made all things of nothing ? What can 
we do, either againſt him, or without him, 
without whom we cannot one momeat con- 
tinue in being? —_ | 
2. If G OD be the Makey of us and of all 
things, then is it paſt all diſpute, that both 
we, and all things, are His ; and that we can- 
| Not have the leaſt right to our ſelves, and 
therefore none toany thing elſe, but what he 
is pleaſed toallow us. Nothing could make 
him ſo abſolute « right in and over us, to uſe 
and diſpoſe us at pleaſure, as this, That he 
»ade us of nothing. We therefore and all 
things are abſolutely his own; and being ſo, 
*tis his indiſputable right, to order and diſpoſe 
of every thing as it{hall ſeem good to him, 
to place us where he will, give us what allow- 
ance he will, aſſign us what Condition he will, 
and put usto whatUſe and Service it pleaſeth 
him. Kyow ye thatthe LOR Dheis GOD, 
| | CET" | FA 
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it 3s he that bath made ns, and not werour 
ſelves; we are his people, and the ſheep of his 
paſture, Plal. C. 3. 

Therefore, ft, It muſt needs be our Dus 
ty moſt humbly to acknowledg G O D's abſo- 
late right inand to us, and all things, ahdin a - 
due acknowledgment of the ſame, to yield 
up our ſelves, and all things moſt freely, and 
without any grudging, to be diſpoſed of by 
him, according to his own Will and Pleaſure. 
We muſt leave it wholly to G © D, to uſe his 
right as he pleaſeth, and to do what he will 
with his own; knowing aſſuredly, that what- 
ſoever hedoth with us, or any other thing, 
he doth but whathemaydo, and can do us no 
wrong: Yea, he always doth what's beſt and 
fitteſt to be done, becauſe he is of infinite 
Wiſdomand Goodneſs. Whatever therefore 
is come to paſs, or ſhall come to pals 1a the 
world ; whatever hath befallen, or ſhall be- 
fal us, it is our duty to ſubmit to it, and to 
ſet our hearts at reſt about it; remembring 
that G O D is always doing, what belt be- 
comes him todo ; and permitting to be done, 
what is moſt proper to be done. He doth ac- 
cording to his willin the army of heaven, and 

. among the inhabitants of the earth ; and none 
. 6an ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, What docſt 
thou? Dan, IV. 35. Whatare we, that we 


ſhould concerg our ſelves any farther with 
L 4 GOD's 


162 TheFolly of Atheiſm. 
G O D's Doings, whatever they be, than to 
admirehis W:/dom in them ? The poſture 
of Soul wherein we ſhould always be, as beſt 
Þecoming us, 1s that of a moſt humble and 
willing Reſignation of our ſelves, and all our 
' concerns unto his ordering ; every one ſay- 
ingafter our moſt bleſſed JESUS, Not as 
T will, but as thou wilt, Mat. XXVI. 39.-and 
v.42. Thywill be done. 

Secondly, We are to account it our duty 
in all that we have or do, ſo to behave our 
ſelves, as becometh thoſe who have nothing 
of their owz, neither are their own, but mult 
own both themſelves, and all they have to 
be his, who made them. We muſt not there- - 
fore take to our ſelves any other Liberty in any 
thing, than what G O D gives us. We mult 
not-make {o bold with his right,as to do what 
we havea mind to do with owr ſelves or any 
thing elſe ; but enquire firft, what he gives 
us Jeave todo. G OD is pleaſed to allow us 
as much liberty in all things, as may do us 
good; and hath freely beſtow'd his good Crea- 
tures upon us, fo far as they may be ſeryice- 
able to »s in our ſerving of khizz. Burt as we, 
have them of his gift, ſo hath he given 
them upon ſuchzerms and conditions as pleas + 
ſed him; and upon no other terms we are to 
account them ours, Together with them, 
he has given us Laws and Ryles to be careful 


ly 
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1y obſerved by us in the uſe of them. It were 


; very abſurd for us to think any thing fo ours, 


that we may ſe it to G-O D's Diſhonour, or 
to hurt our ſelves or others with what we 
have. Our Meat we have for Nouriſhment, 
not for Gluttony ; our Drink for Refreſhment, 
not for Drunkenneſs ; our Cloaths for a Decent 


and Warm covering, not for Pride: Our 


Wit,our Strength, our Wealth, and all things, 
to.do good with, but not to helpor incourage 
us to hurt any one. All things we poſſeſs 
are cur Maſter's goods, and we ourſelves are 
his Servants, No manoughtto ſay, T may 
do what I will with mine owz; for nothing is 
lo our owr,as that weare ſole or abſolute Own- 
ers of it. AS GOD is to be thank d for 
the uſe and benefit of all, ſo is he alſoto be 
conſulted and obey'd in the ule of all. Foy the 
earth is the LOR Ds, and the fulneſs there- 
of ; the world and they that dwell therein. Plalm 


XXTV.r. | 
Thirdly, it muſt needs be our duty, not to 


repine Or murmur, not to be fretful and impati- 
ext ; but to be content and /atisfied whatever 
comes to pals, 

Do evil doers, and ſuch as we think deſerve 
worſt at the hands of. GOD, flouriſh and 
proſper ; What's that tous ? G OD is but 
doing his pleaſure with his ous. Have we 

nor 
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not all, and more than is our due? And hath 


not he, whoſe own are all things, a right to * 


diſtribute them as he pleaſeth ?. Hath G O D 
given others any ring that was ours? And 
15 it = of his ro aq yg hr or 
any thing is ours! Fret not thy ſelf becauſe 
ood doers, neither be thou envious againſt 4 4 
workers of iniquity, Plal. XXXVII. 1. Reſt in 
the LORD, and wait patiently for him: : fret not 
thy ſelf becauſe of him who proſpereth in his way 
becauſe of the man that bringeth wicked devices 
topaſs, v. 7. But wait on the LORD, and keep 
his way, v. 34. What have we to do to mur- 
mur at G OD's dif ang of his own ? 
Do we ſuffer evil * Frm, 
not, if it ſeem good unto GO D? Arewe 
not his? And may he not uſe his owy as he 
will? What ever theevils be, or by whom- 
ſoever they are brought upon us, we are to 
ſubmit with patience. No inſtrument could 
hurt us, if he did not permit it; and may 
he not permit what he will to be done to his 
ewn? Are we robd or ſ{poyl'd, let us fay, 
Fhe LORD gave, and the LORD hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the LO RD, 
Job I. 21. It zs the LORD, let him as 
what ſeemeth him good, x Sam. III. 18. 
Whatever befals us, let us ſay, Behold here 
T am, let him doto me as ſeemeth good untohim, 
2 Sam. XV. 26. Imwas dumb, and opened not 
my 


! Why ſhould we. 
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wy month, becauſe thou didft jt, Plalm 
XRRIX, 9. N14 | 
Is our preſent Copdition ſcanty, uneaſy, 
unpleaſant, unſuitable ro our minds ? What 
are we, that we ſhould think to chuſe for 
our ſelves, this or hat condition of life, which 
we think beſt; who are not our own, neither 
can chuſe, whether'we ſhall /ive or die? Is 
not our Condition, whatever it be, better 
than we deſerve? Andis it not of G O D's 
*<huſing for us? And is it not fit he ſhould 
place his own Goods in his own Houſe, where, 
and how, he pleaſeth ? Have we not-all that 
we have right to have, when we have what 
it pleaſeth GOD to give us? And are we 
not inthe condition we ſhould be in, when 
weare as it hath pleaſed GOD to diſpoſe 
of us? Shall the clay ſay to him that faſbioneth 
it, mhat makeſt thou? Iſa. RLV. 9g. Shall the 
thing formed, ſay unto him that formed it, Why 
haſt thou made me thus * Hath not the Potter 
power over the clay, of the ſame lump to make 
one veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſho- 
zour ? Rom. IX. 20, 21. Having food and rats 
ment, let us be therewith content, x Tim. VI. $. 
Yea, this is our duty, #0 /carn, in whatſoever 
[x we are, therewith to be content, Phil. 
. IO. Eos 


3 If there be a'G OD, who made both 


#s 
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5 and all theworld, then is he our LORD, 
and the Governour of all the world. As he 
alone by reaſon of his infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs can'be thought fit to rule the 
world, fo can he not have a more abſolute 
Soveraignty overt, Or _ to govern it, 
than that which is founded in Propriety ; 
norany Propriety more ſure and unqueſtiona- 
ble, than that which ariſeth from Crear 70x 
of his making all things of nothing. Therefore 


The LORD hath prepared his throne in the” 


heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over all, Plal, 
CIII. rg. | 


It is then our duty, tobe ſubjett to his Laws 


and Government in all things. To ſubmit to 
his Providence, in ordering all the Aﬀairs of 


the world ; and to approve of all his wiſe Diſ- - 


penſations, whatever changes or alterations 
he makes in States or K;nodoms. To whey all 
his Laws, and apply our ſelves diligently to 
the /carning of them, that we may frame our 
whole lives by them. It muſt needs concern 
us, to be in the fear of the LORD all the 
day long, Prov. XXII. 17. Toftand in ave, 
«74 not fin. Plal. IV. 4. 


Again ; If GOD, be our Governonr, it 
muſt be our duty to #ruſ# to his Government, 


and rejoyce therein. For how can we be /afer, 
or 
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or happier, than to be under:'the Government . 
and Prote&tion of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs? The L'O R D reigntth, let the 
earth rejoice, let the multitude. of | the Iſles be 
glad thereof, Plal. XCVII. '1.: Let us te 


. careful for nothing, Phil. IV.:6; Neither take 


thought for the morrow, Mat. YI: 34. bat truſt 
inthe LORD and ao good: fo ſhall we dwell 
inthe land, and verily we ſhall be fed, Plal. 
XXXVIL. 3. The LORD will bleſs the 
righteous, with favour will he compaſs him 
as with a ſhield, Wa. VN. 12. 


4. If therebe a G OD, who is the fr jt 


| Cauſe of all things, he muſt needs be the 


Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs, and the chief 
ood ; no good thing can be expeCted but 
rom him alone, and all our: happineſs muſt 
—_— in his favoyr and /ove, And there- 
ore, 


The whole defire of our Souls ſhould be 
to continue in his favour, and to have his 
love. Nothing ſhould be ſo much our ſtu- 
dy and endeavour, even all the days of our 
life, as how in all things to pleaſe him, and 
todo ſuch things only as we ren be moſt 
acceptable to him, {ongb;] 


Next, It muſt certainly be our duty to 
love 
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love G OD above all things ; for *tis moſt un-« 
natural not to love that beff, which is beft in 
it ſelf, and doth us moff good. It is there- 
fore our duty to love nothing more than 
GOD, nothing ſo wwch as GOD; no- 
thing but in Subordination,- or in Relation 
to him: | That is, nothing but what G O D 
allows . us: to love, and fo as for the love of 
G OD, wecan any time be willing to part 
with it ; nothing but what may help us the 
better to love G OD, and nothing that 
abates our love to GOD. We are to love 
GOD inall the things we love, becauſe no- 
hy hath any /ovelineſs, but what is from 
D. 


And becauſe GOD is the chief good, 
we are to be context with G OD, what- 
ever elſe we want; and whatever elſe we 
have, never to be fatisfied with it, or to 
make account that we have any thing at all, 
whilſt we can find no good ground to hope 
that GOD isow GOD, and that we are 


in his favour. 


And Finally, Secing GO D is the Author 
of all Goodneſs, we are on all occaſions moſt 
humbly to addreſs our ſelves to him in Preys 
er, for a ſupply of all our wants of what 
fort ſoever; and to recura him our daily 

: | Praiſe 


—_ 
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Praiſe and Thanks tor every gdod _=_ we 


enjoy. 


He that doth not thus behave himſelf 


' towards GOD, is no better for believing - 


that there is a GOD; neither, whatever 


he may pretend ſhall he calily perſuade an 
conſidering man, that he ur Longs any fi ſuch 


thing. 
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